Message

From: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]

Sent: 10/15/2018 10:31:57 PM

To: Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]

CcC: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: Push this around ASAP please

Sounds good.
Sent from my iPhone

> On Oct 15, 2018, at 6:31 PM, Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov> wrote:

>

> Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

>
> John Konkus

> Environmental Protection Agency
> Deputy Associate Administrator
> 0ffice of Public Affairs

>

>> On Oct 15, 2018, at 6:29 PM, Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov> wrote:

>>
>>{ Deliberative Process /Ex.5 17
>>
>> Sent from my iPhone

>>

>>> On Oct 15, 2018, at 6:18 PM, Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov> wrote:
>>>

>>> Stronger updated quote: “Dr. Etzel is currently on investigative leave because of serious reports
made against her by staff regarding her ability to effectively lead the office of cChildren’s Health. The
kinds of allegations that have been raised regarding Dr. Etzel’s conduct are very concerning and prompted
EPA to take action. Her attempt to use the press to distract from the allegations about her personal
conduct is completely inappropriate. Any Tink that Dr. Etzel is attempting to draw between her personal
situation and the mission of the oOffice of Children’s Health is an attempt at misdirection. EPA is 100%
committed to protecting children’s health and will do everything in its power to ensure that the office

has competent leadership.”
>>>
>>>
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Message

From: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]
Sent: 10/15/2018 10:26:59 PM

To: Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]

CcC: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: Push this around ASAP please

I'11 send to cama and Rene. Anyone else we’re missing who hasn’t been sent this?
Sent from my iPhone

> On Oct 15, 2018, at 6:18 PM, Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov> wrote:

>

> “Dr. Etzel is currently on investigative leave because of serious reports made against her by staff
regarding her ability to effectively lead the Office of Children’s Health. The kinds of allegations that
have been raised regarding Dr. Etzel’s conduct are very concerning and prompted EPA to take action. Her
attempt to use the press to distract from the allegations about her personal conduct is completely
inappropriate. Any Tink that Dr. Etzel 1is attempting to draw between her personal situation and the
mission of the office of Children’s Health is an attempt at misdirection. EPA is 100% committed to
protecting children’s health and will do everything in its power to ensure that the office has competent
Teadership.”
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Message

From: Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/28/2018 5:59:48 PM

To: Konkus, lohn [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James
[hewitt.james@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Ruth Etzel?

Waiting for who it will be attributed to — should be soon

Nancy Grantham

Office of Public Affairs

US Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-6879 (desk)

Ex. 6 {mobile)

From: Konkus, John

Sent: Friday, September 28, 2018 1:57 PM

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James
<hewitt.james@epa.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Ruth Etzel?

This is our opportunity to strike...let’s break this new statement with him.
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:

Resent-From: <Press@epa.gov>

From: Kevin Bogardus <kbogardus@eenews.net>

Date: September 28, 2018 at 1:52:15 PM EDT

To: "Konkus, John" <konkus.john@epa.gov>, "Abboud, Michael" <abboud.michael@epa.gov>, "Hewitt,
James" <hewitt.james@epa.gov>, "Block, Molly" <block.molly@epa.gov>, Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: Ruth Etzel?

Hey everyone,
It's Kevin Bogardus with E&E News.

I'm working on a story about Ruth Etzel, director of EPA's Office of Children's Health Protection, and her
job status at the agency. I had a few questions about this, which are:

-- I now understand that Etzel is no longer on administrative leave and has been reinstated at EPA. Is
that accurate?

-- When was Etzel reinstated at EPA? Yesterday? Today? Please be specific as possible.
-- Why was Etzel placed on administrative leave? And why was Etzel reinstated at EPA?

Please get back to me as soon as possible. My deadline is 4 pm EST today but the sooner you get back to
me, the more it helps my reporting. Thank you for your help.

Kevin Bogardus
E&E News Reporter
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Lbozardus@eenews. net

Follow me @KevinBogardus

E&E News

122 C Street, NW, Suite 722, Washington, DC 20001

www.eenews.net ® www.eenews.tv

EnergyWire, ClimateWire, E&FE Daily, Greenwire, ERENews PM, E&RETY
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Message

From: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]

Sent: 10/1/2018 4:21:19 PM

To: Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]

CcC: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]
Subject: OCHP report

Attachments: ChildrensHealthBooklet2018 final-2.pdf

Nancy,

Do we have a link to the report that we’ve been sending reporters (attached)? We’d like to post a link on the newsroom
page.

James
James Hewitt
Environmental Protection Agency

Press Secretary
(202) 578-6141
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One of the most important things we can do to protect cur children’s future is make sure they grow up in a
healthy environment. Children are uniquely vulnerable to the potential health effects of environmental hazards
found in their everyday environment. For example:

+ Children craw! and play close to the ground making them more likely to be exposed to dirt and dust.

+ Children explore their environment through mouthing making them more likely to be exposed to dirt and
dust on their hands, toys, and other household objects.

= Children’s respiratory systems are still developing and they spend more time outdoors where they can
be exposed to air poliution.

+ In relation to their weight children, also eat and drink more than adults, putting them at greater when
exposed 1o contarminated water or food.

» They are more likely than adults to have asthma, which puts them at greater risk from air poliutants that
exacerbate asthma.

EXECUTIVE ORDER ONTHE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN FROM ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH RISKS
AND SAFETY RISKS

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

On April 21, 1897, the president signed the Executive Order on the Protection of Children from Environmental
Health Risks and Safety Risks. This Executive Order requires all federal agencies to assign a high priority to
addressing health and safety risks to children, coordinate research priorities on children’s heaith, and ensure
that their standards take into account special risks to children. The Executive Order created a President’s Task
Force on Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks to Children (Task Force) to implement the Executive
Order,

FROTECTING CHILDREN'S MEALTH - OCTOBER 2018 o
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The Task Force is co-chaired by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) and its current priorities to improve children’s environmental health are
focused on lead exposures, healthy setlings, asthma disparities, and chemical exposures.

EPA'S COMMITMENT TO CHILDREN'S HEALTH

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

EPA is committed to protecting children where they live, learn, and play. To that end, EPA has many
initiatives currently underway in partnership with federal agencies, states, tribes, local governments, schools,
community groups, medical providers, and other stakeholders. The agency understands that to be protective
of children’s health, as highlighted by the President’s Task Force, it is essential that childhood lead exposures
be reduced, children’s environments be safe from environmental hazards, the risk from asthma triggers be
actively reduced and harmful chemical exposures be minimized.

Through its regional programs, EFA provides grant funding to a wide range of initiatives from educating
childcare professionals about providing heaithy settings for children, researching effects of pregnancy
exposure 1o environmental chemicals, deploying mobile asthma clinics, managing lead-based paint
accreditation and certification programs, removing asbestos and lead-based paint, funding enforcement of
lead-based paint regulations, and removing lead service lines.

The following are a few highlights of EPA’s initiatives. Additional information on EPA’s efforts to protect
children’s health is found at: https://www.epa.gov/children.

The Center for Disease Control has stated that no safe blood lead level in children has been identified. EPA is
committed to reducing lead exposures from multiple sources including: paint, water, scil contamination, and
ambient air. Key agency initiatives underway include:

FEDERAL LEAD S5TRATEGY

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ERA, along with the partner agencies of the President’s Task Force, is developing the forthcorming Federal
Strategy to Reduce Childhood Lead Exposures and Associated Health Impacts. The Federal Strategy is
designed to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the federal government in reducing children’s lead
exposures and lead-related health risks.

PROVIDING FOR REDUCING LEAD IN DRINKING WATER

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

+ EPA received more than $2.1 billion in collective loan requests for 2018 Water Infrastructure Finance and
innovation Act Program funding. More information is available at: https://www.epa.gov/wifia.

+ EPA received $30 million for grant funding under the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation
Act (WIIN Act), which addresses, supports and improves America’s drinking water:

 $10 million dollars for a new grant program for lead reduction projects including lead service line
replacement at water systems and homes.

» $20 million dollars for states and tribes to test drinking water for lead contamination in schools
and child care programs that request it.

= More information is available at: https://www.epa.gov/safewater/grants.
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« EPA revised its 3Ts for Reducing Lead in
Drinking Water in Schools and Child Care
Facilities, which includes guidance on:

« Training school and child care officials
to raise awareness of 3Ts program and
summarize the potential causes and
health effects of lead in drinking water.

« Testing drinking water in schools
and child care 1o identify potential lead
problems.

» Taking action to reduce lead in drinking
water and communicate to parents, staff,
and the larger school community.

« More information is available at;
hitps://www.epa.gov/safewater/3Ts.

« EPA is working to revise regulations for the use of lead-free infrastructure to codify the new and
more stringent definition of lead-free and to clarify how manufacturers can meet these new lead-free
standards.

» EPA issued a proposed rule in 2017. EPA is working to address comments and finalize the rule in
2019.

« EPA is also working on revisions to update the Lead and Copper Rule.

« EPA is evaluating input recently received from state, local and tribal pariners as well as the best
available peer reviewed science to ensure the rule reflects the best ways to improve public health
protection.

+ EPA anticipates releasing the proposal in 2018.
REDUCING EXPOSURES ASSOCIATED WITH LEAD IN PAINT

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

= Strengthening the standards for lead in dust is an
important component of EPA's strategy to curtall
childhood lead exposure.

« Title IV of the Toxic Substances Control Act
(TSCA) requires EPA to establish hazard
standards for lead-contaminated dust. Lead
dust can be a major source of lead exposure in
children. Lead dust can be generated when lead-
based paint deteriorates or is disturbed {e.g.,
during renovation or repainting work).

« In June 2018 EPA proposed 1o change the
dust-lead hazard standards from 40 pug/ft2 and
250 pg/ft2 to 10 pg/ft2 and 100 pg/ft2 on floors
and window silis, respectively. These standards
apply to most pre-1878 housing and child-
occupied facilities, such as day care centers and
kindergarten facilities. EPA also continues to work toward ensuring that individuals and firms conducting
lead-based paint abatement, risk assessment or inspection are properly trained and certified.

= More information is available at; htips://www.epa.gov/iead.

FROTECTING CHILDREN'S MEALTH - OCTOBER 2018 -
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- EPA chairs the Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paint, a voluntary partnership of governments, industry,
and NGO’s to eliminate lead paint around the world. EPA is working closely with the United Nations
Environment Programme and the World Health Organization, as well as the International Paint and
Printing Ink Council, the International POPs Elimination Network, the American Bar Association, and
other stakeholders 1o help countries develop laws o address lead paint. This fali, EPA is partnering on
an international project which aims to establish lead paint laws in 40 countries.

« The sixth annual International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of Action takes place from October
21-27, 2018. The Week of Action provides an opportunity for organizations and institutions around the
world to focus attention onlead. http://www.who.inVipcs/lead campaign/en/

REDUCING EXPOSURES TO LEAD INSOLL

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

« Lead can be a relatively common soil contaminant because of past and current human activity or uses
{i.e., mining, lead smeilter). Children who live near or play on lead-contaminated soil can be exposed
through incidental ingestion of small amounts of soil or soil-derived indoor dust. Contaminated soil can
also be tracked into the home. Young children often have higher rates of soil and dust ingestion because
of their unique behaviors such as crawling and hand/object-to-mouth contact.

« EPA actions to reduce childhood exposure from lead in soil include: managing lead contamination
at Superfund, Rescurce Conservation and Recovery Act Corrective Action, and other sites through
removal, remedial and corrective actions; updating the Superfund Lead-Contaminated Residential Sites
Handbook; and offering technical assistance to brownfield communities to identify best management
practices, and potential funding opportunities.

- More information is available at; https:/www.epa.gov/superfund/lead-superfund-sites.

REDUCING EXPOSURESTO LEAD INTHE AMBIENT AIR

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

+ EPA actions to reduce childhood exposure from lead in ambient air include: working with state and
tribal air agencies to implement the National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for lead; evaluating
the impacts of lead emissions from aircraft using leaded aviation fuel under the Clean Air Act; and
conducting a research and development program to identify unleaded aviation fuels through the Piston
Aviation Fuel Initiative (a partnership with the Federal Aviation Administration).

- More information is available at: https:/www.epa.gov/lead-air-poliution.

INCREASING THE IDENTIFICATION OF AND ENFORCEMENT OF SOURCES NOT IN COMPLIANCE

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

« EPA provides grant funding to states and tribes to conduct audits of lead-based paint abatement
certification programs and lead-based paint abatement activities to ensure compliance.

« EPA works to increase the public’'s awareness of the risks associated with childhood lead exposures
by continuing to identify high-risk neighborhoods and increase work-site inspections and associated
compliance assistance, as well as increase enforcement actions.

= More information is available at: https://www.epa.gov/iead/complving-lead-laws-and-regulations.
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EPA is committed 1o ensuring that children’s environments are safe from environmental hazards. Key
initiatives underway includs:

ADDRESSING ASBESTOS EXPOSURES IN 5CHOOLS

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

« EPA’'s $4.8 million TSCA Compliance Categorical
Grants build environmental partnerships with states
and tribes to strengthen their ability to address
environmental and public health threats from toxic
substances like asbestos, lead-based paint and
PCBs.

+ During the past eighteen months, EPA worked
with the Inspector General's (1G) office on an audit
of the prioritization of the TSCA Asbestos Hazard
Ernergency Response Act compliance monitoring
program also known as the Asbestos-Containing
Materials in Schools Rule. The 1G’s audit identified
areas where EPA will utilize continual improvement to
reevaluate its ocutreach and compliance assistance
materials. EPA is committed to using all the tools in its toolbox to steadfastly maintain an asbestos
compliance monitoring program with our partners.

« More information is available at: https.//www.epa.gov/asbestos/asbestos-and-school-buildings.

ADDRESSING POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS IN SCHOOLS

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

+ Polychlorinated biphenyls {PCBs) are a class of synthetic organic chemicals that were widely used in
building construction, including schools built between about 1950 and the late 1870s. The manufacture
and use of PCBs were banned by TSCA and phased out by 1979, except for certain limited uses. PCBs
are toxic and continue to be closely regulated.

« EPA developed guidance and outreach materials to assess and reduce exposure to PCBs in schools to
support schools and regions in ongoing regulatory implementation and compliance.

- Each of EPA’s 10 regions has a designated PCB Coordinator to oversee the proper management of PCB
issues within each region. They coordinate with interested stakeholders to ensure that their region’s
needs are addressed and that EPA's PCB regulations are followed.

- More information is available at; https://www.epa.gov/pcbhs/polvehiorinated-biphenvis-pehs-building-
materials

« https://www.epa.gov/schools-healthy-builldings/renovations-and-polvchiorinated-biphenvis-pcbhshy-
school-environment

- hitps://www.epa.gov/pcbs/epa-regional-polychiorinated-biphenvi-pcb-programs

FROTECTING CHILDREN'S MEALTH - OCTOBER 2018
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INDOOR AIR QUALITY PROGRAMS

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

EPA, through its national and regional indoor air programs (1AQ),
provides training and technical assistance through a coordinated
set of guidance, tools and assets to equip states, tribes and
school districts with the resources to reduce the risks from radon,
asthma triggers, mold, improper ventilation, pest (Integrated Pest
Management), PCBs, lead, indoor particulate matter, and other
indoor environmental health issues and in emergency response
and recovery situations, such as floods, hurricanes, and wildfires.

Teacher's Classroons Checklist

4. DEMERRL GLRAMLY

¥ ALHRASLE €8 THE SLABBRUINS

-+ Specific guidance includes:

= Indoor Air Quality Tools for Schools Action Kit
« Indoor Air Quality Design for Schools
- Energy Savings Plus Health Guidance for Schools

« 1AQ Tools for Schools Preventative Maintenance Tools
and Resources

« 1AQ Tools for Schools Connector Network

- For more information visit: https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-
quality-tag.

» The Indoor Air Quality Tools for Schools Action Kit is a comprehensive
collection of information necessary to develop, assess, improve and
implement an effective 1AQ management plan at litlle or no cost using
straightforward activities and in-house staff. The Action Kit includes
information on best practices, industry guidelines, sample policies and
a sample IAQ management plan._https:.//htips.//www.epa.gov/iag-
schools/indoor-air-guality-tools-schools-action-kit.

« Alr Quality Flag Program: More than 120 million people in the United
States live in communities with unhealthy levels of air pollution. Amiong
those most affected are children and teens, older adulls, people with
heart or lung problems and people who are active outdoors. The Flag Program uses brightly colored
flags based on the EPA’s Air Quality Index—the AQL Schools display the flags to inform students and
staff about daily air quality conditions and use the Flag Program as part of their science curriculum.
More information is available at: hitps:/www.airnow.gov/air-guality-flag-program.

- EPA offers the School IAQ Assessment Mobile App to help schools maintain a healthy indoor
environment by identifying, correcting and preventing 1AQ problems. The IAQ School Assessment
Mobile App provides schools access to EPA’'s comprehensive school |AQ management guidance and
detailed walkthrough assessment checklists that address critical building-related environmental health
issues. More information is available at: hitps://www.epa.gov/iag-schools/school-lag-assessment-

mobile-app.

« EPA provides extensive technical assistance throuigh web-based trainings to school districts to equip
them with the tools they need to create and maintain effective indoor air quality management programs.
The IAQ Master Class Professional Training series provides foundational knowledge on technical
topics inciuding mold and moisture control, ventilation, cleaning and maintenance, asthma triggers and
preventive maintenance practices. More information is available at: https./www.epa.gov/iag-schools/
ondemand-training-webinars. Additionally, the 1AQ Knowledge-to-Action Professional Training Webinar
Series demonstrates how the knowledge gained in the [AQ Master Class Professional Training Webinar
Series can be translated into actionable steps to continue improving 1AQ within your school district.

s PROTECTING CHILDREN'S HEALTH » OCOCTOBER 2018
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REDUCING RADONRISK

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Radon is a major public health risk. It’s the second leading
cause of lung cancer and the leading environmental

cause of cancer mortality in the U.S. State and tribal
radon programs are critical to the Agency’s national

goal of minimizing and preventing radon-related lung
cancer. States and tribes receive grant funds from EPA
that help finance their radon risk reduction programs.
Those receiving State Indoor Radon Grant funds must
align their projects and activities with the Agency’s goals
which include building new schools with radon-reducing
features, where appropriate, and testing and fixing existing
schools when necessary. In Fiscal Year 2018, the State
Indoor Radon Grant total allocation was $7,867,000. More
information is available at: hitps:/www.epa.gov/radon.

EPA has also developed and made available key guidance
on testing, mitigating, and building new schools to be
radon-resistant. We provide comprehensive guidance
documents and produce technical webinars and
conference sessions on practical radon management. To
find information about radon in schools, inciuding the
publication, “Managing Radon in Schools” a document
that offers a practical framework and concrete steps for
managing radon from start to finish, visit https://www.epa.
gov/radon/radon-schools.

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

EPA’s vision is that all of our nation’s students
attend schools with verifiable and ongoing
Integrated Pest Management Programs

(IPM). Our mission is to build partnerships

and collaborations to promote and support
school IPM, demonstrate its value, and provide
information on the tools avallable to schools
interested in establishing new or improving
existing IPM programs. More information is
available at: https://www.epa.gov/managing-

pests-schools/epas-approach-integrated-pest-

management-schools.

FROTECTING CHILDREN'S MEALTH -
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More than six million children in the United States—an average of one out of every 12 school-aged children—
have asthma. Asthma is also a leading cause of schoo! absentesism.

Since asthma affects so many children, asthma management should be a priority for every school. Controlling
asthma as part of a comprehensive indoor air quality (IAQ) management program can lead to reduced
absenteeism and increased student performance for students and staff. Follow the tips below to reduce
asthma triggers and create a healthy indoor environment in
your school.

Asthma triggers that affect children in schools include:

+ Animal allergens

« Cockroach and pest allergens
+ Mold and moisture

= Dust mites

« Qutdoor air pollutants, like ozone and particle pollution
or school bus diesel exhaust

ERA’s coordinated approach on asthma promotes
scientific understanding of environmental asthma
triggers and ways to manage asthma in community
settings through research, education and outreach.
With federal, state and local partners, we are building
the nation’s capacity to control asthma and manage
exposure to indoor and outdoor pollutants linked to
asthma.

Advance public awareness and action and enable
community programs to deliver sustainable in-home
environmental interventions improving asthma control
and saving thousands of doliars in avoided health care
costs per child per year. With EPA’s federal partners at
CDC and HUD, we are working to advance nationally
policy to support reimbursement of these in-home
interventions by health plans and Medicald. Mecre
information is available at https://www.epa.gov/asthma.
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SCHOOL BUS REBATE PROGRAM

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

School buses travel over four billion miles each year,
providing the safest transportation to and from school

for more than 25 millicn American children every day.
However, diesel exhaust from these buses has a negative
impact on human health, especially for children who have
a faster breathing rate than adults and whose lungs are
not vet fully developed. EPA designed this rebate program
to encourage school bus fleet turnover so more children
can ride buses with
the cleanest emissions
standards or buses
that have been
retrofitted to reduce
emissions.

The 2018 School Bus Rebate Program will provide approximately $9.0
million to public and private fleet owners for the replacement or retrofit of
older school buses.

More information is available at: https://www.epa.gov/cleandiesel/clean-
school-bus.

PEDIATRICENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SPECIALTY UNITS

EPA and ATSDR support this national network of academically-based experts who
provide medical information and advice on environmental conditions that impact
children’s health. PEHSUs are active in all 10 EPA Regions and work with health care
professionals, parents, schools and community groups 1o raise awareness about
environmental health, provide guidance on reducing exposures in everyday settings
and provide practical advice to help children and families cope and recover during
and after floods, wildfires, chemical spills and other crises. More information is
available at: hitps://www.pehsu.net/About PEHSU.hitml

Chemicals are used in schools for a range of activities including building
maintenance and classroom learning. High schools usually have larger
inventories and more hazardous chemicals than middle and elementary
schools, but hazardous chemicals can be found in all schools, especially
in science classes and labs (e.g., mercury), shop classes, and store rooms.

Thoughtiul chemical purchasing, use and management is critical for
reducing chemical exposures and costly accidents, which ultimately affect
student learning and attendance. EPA offers comprehensive technical
resources for safe chemical management in K-12 schools. https://www.epa.gov/schools-chemicals/toolkit-
safe-chemical-management-k-12-schoois

EPA’s emergency response team is available 24/7 1o provide technical assistance to the local authorities
as well as lead investigations and response actions when necessary in schools in the event of chemical
emergencies such as mercury spills and school science lab incidents. More information is available at:
https://www.epa.gov/ert.
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CHILDREN'S ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND DISEASE PREVENTION RESEARCH CENTERS
{CHILDREN'S CENTERS)

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

EPA and the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences have partnered to investigate new frontiers
in the field of children’s environmental health research by supporting Children’s Environmental Health and
Disease Prevention Research Centers.

= There are currently 5 active Centers of Excellence for Children’s Environmental Health Research. All 5
centers are actively engaged in the outreach and research translation for improving the health and well-
being of children in various communities.

- Impacts of this research are summarized in the Children’s Environmental Health and Disease Prevention
Research Centers Impact Report: Advances in protecting childrer’s health where they live, learn, and

piay.
In-house research at EPA also addresses children’s environmental health. Highlights of the Children’s Centers
and EPA research portfolic include:

+ Asthma: Understanding and interventions for children and their families to better manage this chronic
disease. The Children’s Centers research is now moving toward exploring the links between asthma
and other emerging factors, including obesity and immune function. In-house EPA research includes
the impacts of hurricanes on asthma health and mold contamination.

¢+ Birth Outcomes: The Children’s
Centers have identified links
between environmental
poliutants and preterm birth
and lower birthweight and
engaged with communities to
address concerns about how the
environment may be impacting
pregnancy and how to prevent
exposures. In-house EFPA
research is identifying alternative
testing strategies that are faster,
cheaper to evaluate impacts of
chemicals on the developing
child.

« General Neurodevelopment:
Researchers have engaged with
parents, childcare providers,
and decision makers to help them identify ways 1o reduce exposures that can affect cognitive and
behavioral outcomes and improve children’s neurodevelopment. Children’s Centers findings have
helped develop public health policy and interventions aimed at protecting pregnant women and their
babies from toxic environmental exposures. In-house EPA research is developing rapid, economical
methods to screen chemical compounds for their potential to interfere with neural development. In
addition, important research related to environmental risk factors for childhood leukemia, autism and
spectrum disorder, obesity, and other important health concerns is on-going. More details can be
found at: https://www.epa.gov/research-grants/niehsepa-childrens-environmental-health-and-disease-
prevention-research-centers.

PROTECTING CHILDREN'S HEALTH » OCOCTOBER 2018

ED_002399_00003034-00011



SCHOOL SITING GUIDELINES

ERA’s voluntary school siting guidelines can help local school districts,
local education agencies (LEAs), and community members evaluate
environmental factors to make the best possible school siting
decisions. The guidelines should be used prior to: deciding whether
1o renovate the existing school, or build a new school on the current
site or on a new site; acquiring land for school facilities; using legacy
property already owned by the LEA; leasing space; and/renovating or
reusing existing properties and structures already owned by the LEA.
More information is available at:_hitps://www.epa.gov/schools/basic-
information-about-school-siting-guidelines.

CHILDREN'S HEALTH PROTECTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

The Children’s Health Protection Advisory Committee (CHPAC) is a body of external researchers,
academicians, health care providers, environmentalists, state and tribal government employees, and
members of the public who advise EPA on regulations, research, and communications related to children’s
health. The CHPAC acts in the public interest and supports EPA in performing its duties and responsibilities
under Executive Order 13045 of April 21, 1997 (62 Fed Reg 19885; April 23, 1997). The legal authority

for CHPAC is the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA), 5 USC App 2. Members of the CHPAC serve
voluntarily and the CHPAC meets about two or three times per year to provide specific recommendations to
the EPA administrator. More information is available at: https://www.epa.gov/children.

PARTNERSHIPS

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

Protection of children through exposure reduction and being responsive in addressing past exposures is most
effective if accomplished through collaboration. ERPA will continue to forge partnerships with other federal
agencies, as well as with other public and private partners to extend the reach and effectiveness of efforts
and to enhance the public’s awareness, understanding, and ability to effect change to address these issues.
Leveraging each partner’s unique expertise, resources (human, facilities, funding mechanisms), perspectives,
and diverse stakeholder networks greatly improves the ability to create effective and productive collaborations
1o address children’s environmental health issues.

FROTECTING CHILDREN'S MEALTH - OCTOBER 2018
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Message

From: Jones, Enesta [Jones.Enesta@epa.gov]

Sent: 10/9/2018 8:15:40 PM

To: Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov}]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael
[abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]

CC: Jones, Enesta [Jones.Enesta@epa.gov]; Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]; Daguillard, Robert
[Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov]; Lynn, Tricia [lynn.tricia@epa.gov]

Subject: Open Inquiries, 10/9/18

*** No E15 inquiries included. ***

+ CNN

+ GCN

+ Miami Herald

+ E&E

+ All Things Considered

From: "Jones, Enesta"” <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov>
Date: October 9, 2018 at 3:44:54 PM EDT

To: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: For Review: CNN (Matthew Gannon) re follow-up on drinking water violations (DDL: 10/9)

OW-rec response:

On background: Over 92 percent of the population supplied by community water systems receives drinking water that
meets all health-based standards all of the time. For summary information of EPA’s most recent data, to include violations
by system type and population, please visit: https://obipublic11.epa.gov/analvtics/saw.dll?Portal Pages

To develop a comprehensive data query please visit:https://ofmpub.epa.gov/apex/sfdw/f7p=108:200:::::

From: "Gannon, Matthew" <Matthew.Gannon@turner.com>
Date: October 9, 2018 at 2:55:36 PM EDT

To: "Jones, Enesta"” <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov>

Subject: Additional question for CNN

Hi Enesta,

I'had one additional question or figure that I was hoping to confirm with you. According to an NRDC report that is based
on EPA water data from 2015, “There were more than 80,000 reported violations of the Safe Drinking Water Act by
community water systems. Nearly 77 million people were served by more than 18,000 of these systems with violations in
2015. These violations included exceeding health-based standards, failing to properly test water for contaminants, and
failing to report contamination to state authorities or the public.”

I just wanted to confirm that these numbers were in fact correct.
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Below is a link to the full report.

https://www .nrdc.org/resources/threats-tap-widespread-violations-water-infrastructure

Thanks,
Matt Gannon
CNN Original Video

office: 404-878-1314

o+

From: "Daguillard, Robert" <Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov>
Date: October 9, 2018 at 1:34:25 PM EDT

To: Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Robin Thottungal leaving EPA

Third Floor?
Cheers, R.

Robert Daguillard

Office of Media Relations

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, DC

+1 (202) 564-6618 (0)

+1] Ex. 6 (M)

From: Matthew Leonard [mailto:mleonard@1105media.com]

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 12:59 PM

To: Jones, Enesta <Jones.Enesta@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Robin Thottungal leaving EPA

Hi

3

I just wanted to follow up on this to see if anyone could confirm this transition.
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Thanks,

Matt

Matt Leonard
Reporter at GCN.com
(828) 508-0236

@matt Inrd

Sptiait M

From: Matthew Leonard

Sent: Tuesday, October 9, 2018 12:35:27 PM
To: jones.enesta@epa.gov; press@epa.gov
Subject: Robin Thottungal leaving EPA

Hi

2

I just wanted to confirm that Robin Thottungal is leaving the EPA as the Chief Data Scientist for the agency. I
was wondering when his last day was and any reasons for leaving. Who will be taking over in this role? What
projects will this person be taking over?

Thank you,

Matt

Matt Leonard
Reporter at GCN.com

(828) 508-0236

From: "Harris-Young, Dawn" <Harris-Young Dawn(@epa.gov>
Date: October 9, 2018 at 3:19:06 PM EDT

To: Press <Press@epa. gov>

Cc: "Grantham, Nancy" <Grantham Nancv(@epa.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Miami Herald | Delegates to Katowice
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Inquiry below.
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Dooley, Christine" <cdooley@mcclatchy.com>

Date: October 9, 2018 at 3:13:57 PM EDT

To: Harris-Young Dawn(@epa.gov

Subject: Miami Herald | Delegates to Katowice

Hi Dawn,

I am writing from the Miami Herald. We are hosting a Florida Priorities Summit immediately following mid-
term elections. Given the new IPCC report and implications for Florida, I am looking to identify delegates who
will attend the next Climate Change Conference in Katowice. Can you help direct me to where such a list might
exist? Ideally, we are looking for Florida organizations that will attend.

Thank you so much,

Christine Dooley
Executive Producer, Events

et

From: "awittenberg@eenews.net" <awittenberg@eenews.net™>

Date: October 9, 2018 at 12:19:43 PM EDT

To: "Grantham, Nancy" <Grantham Nancy(@epa.gov>, "Konkus, John" <konkus john{@epa.gov>
Cec: Press <Press(@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Background on OCHP and Dr. Firestone bio

Hi Nancy and John,

Thanks for setting up the interview with Michael Firestone today. I have a few questions for the press office
below. My deadline is 11 a.m. tomorrow.

¢ We noticed that the organizational chart for EPA’s regional realignment included with Admin.
Wheeler’s Sept. 6 email did not include children’s health in the immediate office area, but the
organizational chart posted on the intranet site linked in Henry Darwin’s Oct. 3 email does include
children’s health. What changed? Why did EPA decide to include children’s health in the later
organizational chart?

o I also saw that for the past two fiscal years, the Trump administration has proposed significantly
decreasing OCHP’s budget (from about $5.4 million to $1.4 million), and thirding its staff (from 15.4
FTEs to 4.9 FTEs). I will be mentioning that in the article and wanted to give you the opportunity to
respond as there have been questions about OCHP’s future.

¢ What is the status of the federal lead strategy? What is the hold up? I know OCHP and Dr. Etzel had
been working on it as part of the President’s Task Force on Environmental Health Risks and Safety
Risks to Children.

e Is there any update regarding Ruth Etzel’s status? How long is her administrative leave expected to last?
At what point would EPA look to replace her permanently?
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o I’'ve talked to a number of people who have worked closely with OCHP and they all sing Michael
Firestone’s praises. But a few have also said they believe a pediatrician would be better equipped to run
OCHP. Do you have any response to that criticism?

Thanks again,
Ariel

Ariel Wittenberg
E&E News reporter

+++

From: Tim Peterson <TPeterson{@npr.org>

Date: October 9, 2018 at 11:54:39 AM EDT

To: "Abboud, Michael" <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press(@epa.gov>

Subject: [SPAM-Sender] Michael Honeycutt interview request for TODAY from NPR producer Tim
Peterson

Hello Mr Abboud,

I'm writing from NPR’s flagship newsmagazine All Things Considered to see if Michael Honeycutt with the
EPA’s Science Advisory Committee would be available to come on our air today and talk about the UN’s
climate change report. We are very interested in having a conversation about how the agency has been receiving
the report, and thought Michael would be a great person to share that perspective. We would ideally like to pre-
tape a 10-15 minute conversation in the next 2-3 hours, and are flexible to work around his schedule. Please let
me know if this is a possibility — we can talk about connectivity details if it might work time-wise.

Thank you, we look forward to hearing from you.

Kind regards,
Tim Peterson
Producer, NPR’s All Things Considered

202-513-3925
: Ex. 6 i
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Message

From: Timothy Cama [tcama@thehill.com]

Sent: 10/15/2018 11:20:05 PM

To: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]

CcC: Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Press [Press@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: CBS story on Ruth Etzel

Thanks, I'll update it.

Timothy Cama, Staff writer
The Hill
(202) 695-6245

Secure:; Ex. 6

On Mon, Oct 15, 2018 at 6:32 PM Hewitt, James <hewitt.james{@epa.gov> wrote:
Tim, updated statement from an EPA spokesperson below:

“Dr. Etzel is currently on investigative leave because of serious reports made against her by staft regarding her
ability to effectively lead the Office of Children’s Health. The kinds of allegations that have been raised
regarding Dr. Etzel’s conduct are very concerning and prompted EPA to take action. Her attempt to use the
press to distract from the allegations about her personal conduct is completely inappropriate. Any link that Dr.
Etzel is attempting to draw between her personal situation and the mission of the Office of Children’s Health is
an attempt at misdirection. EPA is 100% committed to protecting children’s health and will do everything in
its power to ensure that the Office has competent leadership.”

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 15, 2018, at 3:27 PM, Timothy Cama <tcama(@thehill com> wrote:

Thanks John.

Timothy Cama, Staff writer
The Hill

(202) 695-6245

Secure:; Ex. 6

On Mon, Oct 15, 2018 at 3:18 PM Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov> wrote:

“Dr. Etzel is currently on administrative leave because of serious reports made against her by
staff regarding her leadership of the Office of Children’s Health. It’s unfortunate that she has
decided to go to the press in what appears to be an attempt to distract from these

allegations. The Agency believes Dr. Etzel’s characterizations misrepresent the situation; this
is about allegations of a person’s actions, not the Office. Everyone involved should allow the
Agency to continue looking into the allegations of inappropriate conduct, in the meantime the
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Office of Children’s Health and our work to reduce lead exposure continue to be cornerstones
of the EPA’s work, just as they have always been.” — EPA Spokesperson

From: Timothy Cama [mailto:tcama@thehill.com]
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2018 2:19 PM

To: Press <Press@epa.gov>

Subject: CBS story on Ruth Etzel

Hi folks-

Do you want to weigh in on this CBS story on Ruth Etzel beyond the previous
statement? https://www.cbsnews.com/news/epa-childrens-health-official -ruth-etzel-epa-kids-

disposable/

Thanks.

Timothy Cama, Staff writer
The Hill

(202) 695-6245

Secure: Ex. 6
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Message

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Konkus, lohn [konkus.john@epa.gov]

10/15/2018 10:15:52 PM

Kevin Bogardus [kbogardus@eenews.net]; Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, Jlames
[hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Press [Press@epa.gov]

Re: New statement on Ruth Etzel?

Stronger updated quote: “Dr. Etzel is currently on investigative leave because of serious reports made against her by
staff regarding her ability to effectively lead the Office of Children’s Health. The kinds of allegations that have been
raised regarding Dr. Etzel’s conduct are very concerning and prompted EPA to take action. Her attempt to use the press
to distract from the allegations about her personal conduct is completely inappropriate. Any link that Dr. Etzel is
attempting to draw between her personal situation and the mission of the Office of Children’s Health is an attempt at
misdirection. EPA is 100% committed to protecting children’s health and will do everything in its power to ensure that
the Office has competent leadership.”

John Konkus

Environmental Protection Agency
Deputy Associate Administrator
Office of Public Affairs

John Konkus

Environmental Protection Agency
Deputy Associate Administrator
Office of Public Affairs

On Oct 15, 2018, at 3:43 PM, Konkus, John <konkus.iohnf@epa.gov> wrote:

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Thank you.

From: Kevin Bogardus [mailiokbosardus @ eenews.net]

Sent: Monday, October 15, 2018 3:43 PM
To: Konkus, John <kgnkus.iohn@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hewitt,

James <hawitt iames@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <Bock moliviBepa.eov>; Press <Pressile

A.B0V>

Subject: New statement on Ruth Etzel?

Hey everyone,
It’s Kevin Bogardus with E&E News.

I’'m seeing that there is a new EPA statement on Ruth Etzel in reaction to the CBS News interview. Can

you pass it along to me as well?
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Please let me know. Thanks for your help.

Kevin Bogardus
E&E News reporter
kbogardus@eensws. net

. Ex.6 (o)

202-737-5299 (f)

Follow me @kevinBogardus

E&E NEWS

122 C Street, NW, Suite 722, Washington, DC 20001
www.eenews.net ® www.eenews.tv

EnergyWire, ClimateWire, E&E Daily, Greenwire, E&ENews PM
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Message

From: Konkus, lohn [konkus.john@epa.gov]

Sent: 10/15/2018 10:14:38 PM

To: Ebbs, Stephanie [Stephanie.Ebbs@abc.com]

CcC: Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Press [Press@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: Dr. Etzel on lead

Stronger update to the updated quote: “Dr. Etzel is currently on investigative leave because of serious reports
made against her by staff regarding her ability to effectively lead the Office of Children’s Health. The kinds of
allegations that have been raised regarding Dr. Etzel’s conduct are very concerning and prompted EPA to take
action. Her attempt to use the press to distract from the allegations about her personal conduct is completely
inappropriate. Any link that Dr. Etzel is attempting to draw between her personal situation and the mission of
the Office of Children’s Health is an attempt at misdirection. EPA is 100% committed to protecting children’s
health and will do everything in its power to ensure that the Office has competent leadership.”

John Konkus
Environmental Protection Agency

Deputy Associate Administrator
Office of Public Affairs

On Oct 15, 2018, at 5:42 PM, Konkus, John <ke¢nkus.john({@epa.gov> wrote:

Yes that’s fine. Thanks.

John Konkus
Environmental Protection Agency

Deputy Associate Administrator
Office of Public Affairs

On Oct 15, 2018, at 5:41 PM, Ebbs, Stephanie <Stephanie Ebbs@abc.com> wrote:

Thanks John. My editor approved the update so the version on the site will
include the statement soon. Just one thing, | need to attribute the statement to
someone by name. Would that be you?

Stephanie Ebbs

ABC News-Washington

(office)202-222-7271

(cell)i Ex. 6

@stephebbs

From: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2018 3:19:46 PM
To: Ebbs, Stephanie; Hewitt, James
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Cc: Press
Subject: RE: Dr. Etzel on lead

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Ebbs, Stephanie [mailto:Stephanie.Ebbs@abc.com]

Sent: Monday, October 15,2018 11:41 AM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.iohn@epa.gov>; Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>
Subject: Dr. Etzel on lead

Hey guys,

I'm following up on Dr. Etzel's interview with CBS, specifically her comments
that the national lead strategy was put on hold. I'd like to follow up with someone
on this today if possible, please give me a call when you can (I'm about to head to
a noon meeting so feel free to shoot me a text if I don't respond).

Stephanie Ebbs
ABC News-Washington

(office)202-222-7271

(cell) Ex. 6

(@stephebbs
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Message

From: Busch, Nicole [BuschN@cbsnews.com]

Sent: 10/15/2018 8:45:56 PM

To: Konkus, lohn [konkus.john@epa.gov]

CC: Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]; Lynn, Tricia [lynn.tricia@epa.gov]; Press [Press@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: CBS NEWS INQUIRY - ON DEADLINE

Thank you, lohn,
We will update our online story.
Would EPA be willing to do a sit down interview with us?

From: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>

Sent: Monday, October 15, 2018 3:21 PM

To: Busch, Nicole <BuschN@cbsnews.com>

Cc: Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: CBS NEWS INQUIRY - ON DEADLINE

Nicole: We would appreciate your updating your article online with the following statement please:

“Dr. Etzel is currently on administrative leave because of serious reports made against her by staff regarding her
leadership of the Office of Children’s Health. It’s unfortunate that she has decided to go to the press in what appears to
be an attempt to distract from these allegations. The Agency believes Dr. Etzel’s characterizations misrepresent the
situation; this is about allegations of a person’s actions, not the Office. Everyone involved should allow the Agency to
continue looking into the allegations of inappropriate conduct, in the meantime the Office of Children’s Health and our
work to reduce lead exposure continue to be cornerstones of the EPA’s work, just as they have always been.” — EPA
Spokesperson

Thank you.

From: Konkus, John

Sent: Sunday, October 14, 2018 4:16 PM

To: Busch, Nicole <BuschM@chsnews. conm>

Cc: Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.zov>; Lynn, Tricia <lynn tricia@@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: CBS NEWS INQUIRY - ON DEADLINE

Here is a statement on Dr. Etzel: “Although EPA does not customarily comment on personnel matters, due to circulating
misinformation, the Director of EPA’s Office of Children’s Health Protection was placed on leave to give the Agency the
opportunity to review allegations about the Director’s leadership of the office.” — EPA Chief of Staff, Ryan Jackson

here is a statement on the Office of Children’s Health: “Children’s health is and has always been a top priority for the
Trump Administration and the EPA in particular is focused on reducing lead exposure in schools, providing funds for a
cleaner school bus fleet, and cleaning up toxic sites so that children have safe environments to learn and play. These are
just a few of the dozens of objectives the EPA’s Office of Children’s Health will continue work on during this
administration.” — EPA Spokesperson

We would ask you to review and include in reporting these three press releases we have recently sent on the subject:

httos:/ fwww ena.sov/newsreleases/childrens-health-month-epa-offers-nearly-30-million-support-cleaner-water-and-air
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httos/fwwwrenasov/newsrelegses/acting-administrator-wheeler-reaffirms-commitment-protecting-childrens-health

hitos: fwww . epagov/newsreleases/childrens-heslth-month-epas-commitment-promoting-healthyv-environments-
where-children

Thank you,

John Konkus

Environmental Protection Agency
Deputy Associate Administrator
Office of Public Affairs

On Oct 14, 2018, at 3:34 PM, Busch, Nicole <BuschM@ichsnaws.com> wrote:

Hi Molly and Tricia,

CBS News correspondent, Anna Werner, and | are working on a piece scheduled to air on CBS This
Morning tomorrow morning regarding Dr. Ruth Etzel being placed on administrative leave. We sent a
request for comment to EPA’s main media email address last Wednesday and spoke with Mr. Darwin on
Thursday at the Children’s Health Protection Advisory Committee meeting (speaking briefly with you
both as well).

We would like to reiterate if there are additional comments you would like to provide concerning Dr.
Etzel’s leave and or to criticism from both Dr. Etzel and other children’s health advocates that the EPA is
not doing enough to regulate risks posed to children’s health or making it a priority-- please do so by
tonight.

Please respond by 9pm EST this evening.
Thank you,

Nicole

212-975-2383
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Message

From: Jones, Enesta [Jones.Enesta@epa.gov]

Sent: 10/10/2018 6:57:07 PM

To: Press [Press@epa.gov]

Subject: Fwd: Request **on deadline** from CBS National News

This reporter left an “urgent” message on the main press line at 2:13 p.m. today.

From: "Werner, Anna" <Werner&@chsnews.com>

Date: October 10, 2018 at 2:16:06 PM EDT

To: "Lynn, Tricia” <iynn.tricia@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Pressi@epa.gov>

Subject: Request **on deadline** from CBS National News

Hi Ms. Lynn,
I’'m reaching out to you since you are the listed contact for Children’s Health on the EPA press page.

I'm working on a story about the situation of the head of EPA’s Office of Children’s Health, Dr. Ruth Etzel, being placed
on administrative leave.

Is there someone there who could do an on-camera interview, or answer questions, about Dr. Etzel and the reasons for
the administrative leave?

Thanks in advance for your assistance.
Best,

Anna Werner

National Correspondent

CBS News — New York

Email: wernera@chsnews.com
Cell: | Ex. 6
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Message

From: Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]
Sent: 10/10/2018 3:05:14 PM

To: awittenberg@eenews.net

CC: Press [Press@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Background on OCHP and Dr. Firestone bio
Thanks

Nancy Grantham

Office of Public Affairs

US Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-6879 (desk)

Ex. 6  i(mobile)

From: awittenberg@eenews.net [mailto:awittenberg@eenews.net]
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2018 11:01 AM

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Background on OCHP and Dr. Firestone bio

Thanks, Nancy. Just FYI, the story will probably be held until tomorrow.

Ariel

From: Grantham, Nancy <Grantharm Nancy@ena.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2018 7:33 AM

To: Ariel Wittenberg <awittenbers@eenaws.net>

Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham, Mancy@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Background on OCHP and Dr. Firestone bio

Hi Ariel,
Nice to see you yesterday.
Please find answers to your follow up guestions below.

Thanks

Nancy Grantham

Office of Public Affairs

US Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-8879 (desk)

Ex. 6 {{mobile)

From: Ariel Wittenberg [mailic.awitienberg@esnsws.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 12:20 PM
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham. Mancy®@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.iohni@@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Background on OCHP and Dr. Firestone bio
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Hi Nancy and John,

Thanks for setting up the interview with Michael Firestone today. | have a few questions for the press office below. My
deadline is 11 a.m. tomorrow.

- We noticed that the organizational chart for EPA’s regional realignment included with Admin.
Wheeler's Sept. 6 email did not include children’s health in the immediate office area, but the
organizational chart posted on the intranet site linked in Henry Darwin’s Oct. 3 email does include
children’s health. What changed? Why did EPA decide to include children’s health in the later
organizational chart?

As indicated in both Acting Administrator Wheeler’s message and Chief of Operations Darwin’s messages,
there is a Regional Implementation Working Group that is developing the regional realignment package. The
chart attached to Acting Administrator Wheeler’s message was the high level view of the proposed
organization. Over time, the group worked on a more detailed chart that included incorporating the multi-media
programs such as Environmental Education, and Children’s Health and the geographical programs into the
proposed organization.

- I also saw that for the past two fiscal years, the Trump administration has proposed significantly
decreasing OCHP’s budget (from about $5.4 million to $1 4 million), and thirding its staff (from 15 4
FTEs to 49 FTEs). 1 will be mentioning that in the article and wanted to give you the opportunity to
respond as there have been questions about OCHP’s
future.

The FY 2019 President’s Budget focuses agency efforts on activities required by statute. The Budget supports
work in EPA’s Office of Children’s Health Protection which would continue to coordinate and advance the
protection of children’s environmental health throughout the agency as a critical part of EPA’s mission. In
coordination with the President’s Task Force on Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks to Children
(Task Force), the EPA will continue to support the planned /ederal Strategy to Reduce Childhood Lead
LExposures and Associated Health Impacts. Additionally, the EPA will continue to enhance the understanding of
health care providers and the public about the important role environmental toxicants play in the development
of asthma, attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), obesity, diabetes, cancer and other childhood
illnesses that may set the trajectory of health throughout adult life.

- What is the status of the federal lead strategy? What is the hold up? I know OCHP and Dr. Etzel had
been working on it as part of the President’s Task Force on Environmental Health Risks and Safety
Risks to Children.

= As a co-chair of the President’s Task Force, EPA is striving to finalize and release the Federal Lead Strategy
in a timely manner in collaboration with other Task Force Principals, including HUD, HHS and fourteen
other federal partners.

» EPA continues to make children’s health a top priority and is committed to protecting children from lead
exposures in their environments.

» EPA has made tremendous progress in improving air and water quality and reducing children’s lead
exposures and lead-related health risks.

Efforts to Reduce Exposures to Lead
» In honor of Children’s Health Month during the month of October, EPA announced the availability of nearly
$30 million to support safe drinking water and cleaner air.
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o Availability of $20 million available for states and tribes to test for lead in drinking water at schools
and childcare facilities.

o Approximately $9 million in rebates to public school bus fleet owners to help them replace older
school buses with cleaner, more modern vehicles.

o EPA recently announced the availability of $5.5 billion in loans through the Water Infrastructure Finance and
Innovation Act (WIFIA) program, which could leverage over $11 billion in water infrastructure projects
including those that may reduce exposure to lead.

e In support of critical research efforts, EPA awarded nearly $4 million in grant funding for researching
strategies to detect and control lead exposure in drinking water, and identifying opportunities to mitigate lead
exposure from drinking water including at home and community levels, especially among children and
pregnant women.

e EPA is working on revisions to update the Lead and Copper Rule based on input received from our state,
local and tribal partners as well as the best available peer-reviewed science to ensure the rule reflects the best
ways to improve public health protection.

e In June 2018, EPA proposed to change the dust-lead hazard standards from 40 pg/ft2 and 250 ug/ft2 to 10
ug/ft2 and 100 ug/ft2 on floors and window sills, respectively. Standards apply to most pre-1978 housing
and child-occupied facilities, such as day care centers and kindergarten facilities.

e EPA will continue to provide firm and individual certifications for safe work practices for lead-based paint
abatement and renovation and repair efforts.

- Is there any update regarding Ruth Etzel’s status? How long is her administrative leave expected to last?
At what point would EPA look to replace her permanently?

“Although EPA does not customarily comment on personnel matters, due to circulating misinformation, the
Director of EPA’s Office of Children’s Health Protection was placed on leave to give the Agency the
opportunity to review allegations about the Director’s leadership of the office.” — EPA Chief of Staff, Ryan
Jackson

- I've talked to a number of people who have worked closely with OCHP and they all sing Michael
Firestone’s praises. But a few have also said they believe a pediatrician would be better equipped to run
OCHP. Do you have any response to that criticism?

Please see Henry Darwin’s note below to the members of the Children’s Health Protection Advisory
Committee.

From: Darwin, Henry

Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2018 1:53 PM

To: caroline@ceh.org; deanna.scher@state. mn.us; ebraff-guajardof@sierrahealth.org; joel forman@mssm.edu;
grediamd(@egmail.com; robertsi@@musc.edu; jcordero@uga.edu; Froelicher.im{@pg.com; lori.byron@email.com,;
ilowry(@cmh.edu; mhowett@umass.edu; ucsfpehsumiller@gmail. com; mlittle(@health.nvc.gov;

Barbara Morrisseyv(@doh.wa.gov: olga@ewsg.org; gregory.a.ornella@sherwin.com; pinar.kodaman(@vale.edu;
bratspies(@mail law.cuny.edu; rubin.patterson@howard.edu; stephenaowens@gmail.com; tneltner@edt.org

Cc: Hackel, Angela <Hackel. Angelai@epa.gov>

Subject: Office of Children's Health Protection

Children's Health Protection Advisory Committee:

First, F want to thank you for your efforts to inform EPA on important issues related to children's health.
Second, I would like clear up any misunderstandings regarding EPA's ongoing commitment to the protection of
children's health. Despite of what you may have heard in the media or from people who are unaware of what is
actually going on, EPA remains fully committed to protect children's health and will soon announce several
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initiatives. Dr. Etzel was not placed on leave to diminish EPA's Children's Health Program. Children's Health is
an extremely important program for the Agency and therefore EPA is seeking a strong leader to move the
program forward.

EPA recognizes one of the most important things we can do to protect our children's future is to make sure they
grow up in healthy environments. So, I want to reaffirm one of our top priorities at EPA continues to be the
protection of children where they live, learn, and play. As you know, EPA has many initiatives currently
underway via critical partnerships to protect children's health, including reducing lead exposures, promoting
health environments, reducing asthma triggers, and addressing harmful chemical exposures. On October 1st,
EPA will release a booklet highlighting these initiatives.

EPA through its Office of Children's Health Protection and in coordination with our program offices will
continue to address the unique vulnerabilities of children. We are very proud of the ongoing work and
understand there is a lot more to be done. As such, EPA appreciates your efforts to inform existing and future
children's health initiatives.

Thank you for your commitment to the protection of children's health. We look forward to seeing you at the
CHPAC meeting on October 11.

If you have any questions, please contact Angela Hackel, the designated federal official for CHPAC,
at <mailto:hackel angela@epa.gov> hackel angela@@epa.gov.

Sincerely,

Henry Darwin
Acting Deputy Administrator and Chief of Operations
United States Environmental Protection Agency

Thanks again,

Ariel

Ariel Wittenberg

E&E News reporter
awittenberg@eenaws.net
202-737-4557
Darielwittenberg

E&E NEWS

122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001

www eenews net | BEENewsUndates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM, E&ETV

From: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham. Nanoy@epa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 9:06 AM

To: Konkus, John <kgnkus.iohn@epa.gov>

Cc: Ariel Wittenberg <awittenberg@eensws. netb>
Subject: Re: Background on OCHP and Dr. Firestone bio
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Hi Ariel - | will meet you at the north entrance at 11 am. Thanks
Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 9, 2018, at 9:01 AM, Konkus, John <konkus.iohn@eps.zov> wrote:

In person will be fine. Nancy will be in touch.

John Konkus

Environmental Protection Agency
Deputy Associate Administrator
Office of Public Affairs

On Oct 9, 2018, at 8:48 AM, Ariel Wittenberg <awittenbergieenaws.nat> wrote:

| thought this was in person, which is my strong preference. As we discussed Friday, |
was planning to come to the north entrance at 11 am. Nancy, please let me know if that
still works.

I'll be on my cell this morning—§ Ex. 6 i

Ariel

Ariel Wittenberg
Reporter, E&E News
202-737-4557
awitlenberg@esnsws.net

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 9, 2018, at 8:13 AM, Konkus, John <kornkus.ichnfepa.gov> wrote:

Ariel: I'm looping you in the Nancy who will take it from here. This can
be in person at EPA HQ or over the phone.

Thank you,

John

From: Ariel Wittenberg [inailicawittenberg@eanews net]
Sent: Friday, October 5, 2018 3:47 PM

To: Konkus, John <kgnkus.ichn@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Background on OCHP and Dr. Firestone bio

Thanks!

Ariel

From: Konkus, John <konkus.iohnfepa.gov>

Sent: Friday, October 05, 2018 3:41 PM

To: Ariel Wittenberg <awittenbergfeensws.nel>
Subject: Background on OCHP and Dr. Firestone bio
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Dr. Firestone’s (bio attached) regulatory work in the
past has included:

Certification & Training (C&T) of Pesticide
Applicators [FIFRA]

Pesticide Worker Protection Regulations
2008 Lead NAAQS

Ongoing regulations he’s recently worked on include:

National Primary Drinking Water Regulations:
Regulation of Perchlorate

Endangerment Finding for Lead Emissions from
Piston-Engine Aircraft Using Leaded Aviation
Gasoline

Certification of Pesticide Applicators (CPA)
Rule; Reconsideration of the Minimum Age
Requirements

Agricultural Worker Protection Standard (WPS);
Reconsideration of Several Requirements Incl.
Rescinding Childhood Age Restrictions

Regulatory workgroups other OCHP staff are currently
participating on other include:

?

"Lead; Renovation, Repair, and Painting
Program for Public and Commercial Buildings
[TSCA Section 402(c)(3)]"

National Primary Drinking Water Regulations
for Lead and Copper: Regulatory Revisions
Lead; Residential Lead Dust Hazard Standards
[TSCA Section 403]

Trichloroethylene (TCE) - TSCA Section 6(a);
aerosol degreasing and spot cleaning in dry
cleaning facilities

Trichloroethylene (TCE); Rulemaking Under
TSCA §6(a); Vapor Degreasing

Paint Removers - Methylene Chloride (MC) and
N-Methylpyrrolidone (NMP) - TSCA Section 6(a)
Cyanotoxin Ambient Water Quality Criteria for
Recreational Waters

Regulation of Persistent, Bioaccumulative and
Toxic (PBT) Chemicals under TSCA 6 (h)
Regulatory Determinations for CCL 4

National Primary Drinking Water Regulations:
Group Regulation of Carcinogenic Volatile
Organic Compounds (VOCs)

"Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs);
Reassessment of Use Authorizations [TSCA
Section 6(e)]"

“Lead Wheel Weights; Regulatory Investigation
[TSCA Section 21]"
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?  PM NAAQS Review
?  Review of National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) for Sulfur Dioxide {SO2)
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Message

From:
Sent:
To:
CC:

Subject:

Thanks

Konkus, lohn [konkus.john@epa.gov]

9/26/2018 11:16:08 AM

Kevin Bogardus [kbogardus@eenews.net]

Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Block, Molly
[block.molly@epa.gov]; Press [Press@epa.gov]

Re: Ruth Etzel?

for pointing that out Kevin. I’ll be having words with Coral now as I never confirmed anything and

gave her the same response I just gave you.

On Sep

“We do not comment on personnel matters.” -- Donna Vizian, Principal Deputy
Assistant Administrator, Office of Administration and Resources Management

26, 2018, at 7:10 AM, Kevin Bogardus <kbogardus@eenews.net> wrote:

Thanks John. Big help. I really appreciate it.

Any chance you can confirm that Etzel was placed on administrative leave? You did so in this
New York Times story (https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/26/climate/epa-etzel-children-health-

program html).

Please let me know. Thanks again for your help.
-Kevin
Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 26, 2018, at 7:06 AM, Konkus, John <konkus john@epa.gov> wrote:

“We do not comment on personnel matters.” -- Donna Vizian, Principal Deputy
Assistant Administrator, Office of Administration and Resources Management

“Headquarters has a number of specialty focused offices including the children’s
health, environmental justice, civil rights, and small business offices and these
offices will continue to be a part of headquarters and regional organizations.
Children’s health is and has always been a top priority for the Trump
Administration and the EPA in particular is focused on reducing lead exposure in
schools, providing funds for a cleaner school bus fleet, and cleaning up toxic sites
so that children have safe environments to learn and play.” — John Konkus, EPA
spokesman

Sent from my iPhone
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On Sep 26, 2018, at 6:55 AM, Kevin Bogardus
<kbogardus{@eenews.net> wrote:

Hey everyone,

It’s Kevin Bogardus with E&E News.

I’'m working on a story about Ruth Etzel, director of EPA's Office
of Children's Health Protection, and her job status at the agency. I
had a few questions about this, which are:

— T'understand that Etzel was put on administrative leave
yesterday. Is that accurate?

— Why was Etzel put on administrative leave?

— Does EPA plan to eliminate or downsize its Office of
Children’s Health Protection?

Please get back to me as soon as possible. My deadline is noon
EST today but the sooner you get back to me, the more it helps my
reporting. Thank you for your help.

-Kevin

Sent from my iPhone
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Message

From: Lynn, Tricia [lynn.tricia@epa.gov]
Sent: 10/10/2018 2:35:36 PM
To: Press [Press@epa.gov]; Comm Directors and Alternates [Comm_Directors_and_Alternates@epa.gov]; Regional

Public Affairs Directors [Regional_Public_Affairs_Directors@epa.gov]; AO-OCIR Everyone
[AOOCIR_Everyone@epa.gov]; AO OPA internal Communications [AO_OPA_Internal_Communications@epa.gov]
Subject: FW: Children’s Health Month: EPA’s Commitment to Promoting Healthy Environments

In the newsroom: https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/childrens-health-month-epas-commitment-promoting-healthy-
environments-where-children
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CONTACT: press@epa.gov

Children’s Health Month: EPA’s Commitment
to Promoting Healthy Environments Where
Children Live, Learn, and Play

WASHINGTON (October 10, 2018) — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), in its ongoing
celebration of children’s health month, is highlighting the Agency’s commitment to children’s health
and research.

“Children’s health is a top priority at EPA, and we have made tremendous progress improving air
and water quality and helping kids and families lead healthier lives,” said EPA Acting Administrator
Andrew Wheeler. “In recognition of National Children’s Health Month, EPA is highlighting the
availability of its many programs dedicated to improving air quality, reducing lead exposure, and
protecting the health and wellbeing of children.”

Children are uniquely vulnerable to the potential health effects of environmental hazards because
their bodies are still growing and developing. Their daily interactions with the environment, such as
crawling and playing close to the ground, may potentially increase their exposures to different
environmental health impacts like dirt and dust.

Select EPA activities that address children’s healthy environments include:
INDOOR AIR QUALITY PROGRAMS

EPA, through its national and regional indoor air quality (IAQ) programs, provides states, tribes, and
school districts with training, technical assistance, and other resources to reduce health risks. Such
risks are varied and include, radon, asthma triggers, mold improper ventilation, pests (Integrated Pest
Management), PCBs, lead, and indoor particulate matter, among other indoor environmental health
issues. Extra considerations are also made for emergency response and recovery situations, such as
those health risks brought on by disasters like floods, hurricanes, and wildfires. For example, in Fiscal
Year 2018, the State Indoor Radon Grant total allocation was $7,867,000 (radon is the second leading
cause of lung cancer and the leading environmental cause of cancer mortality in the U.S).

ADDRESSING EXPOSURES IN SCHOOLS
EPA’s $4.8 million Toxics Substance Control Act (TSCA) Compliance Categorical Grants will build

environmental partnerships with states and tribes to strengthen their ability to address environmental
and public health threats from toxic substances like asbestos, lead-based paint, and PCBs.

ADDRESSING POLYCHOLORINATED BIPHENYLS IN SCHOOLS

EPA has developed guidance and outreach materials as part of Agency efforts to assess and reduce
exposure to polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in schools. PCBs are class of synthetic organic chemicals
that were widely used in building construction built between approximately 1950 and the late 1970s.

CHILDREN’S HEALTH RESEARCH
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Since 1998, EPA and the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) have partnered
to investigate new frontiers in the field of children’s environmental health research by funding
NIEHS/EPA Children’s Environmental Health and Disease Prevention Research Centers.

There are currently 13 active children’s centers. All 13 centers are engaged in the outreach and
research translation for improving the health and well-being of children in various communities.
Through their groundbreaking work, the Children’s Centers have pushed the boundaries of clinical,
field, and laboratory-based research. The research has been disseminated through thousands of
publications in peer-reviewed journals. The research findings lay a critical foundation for reducing
health risks and improving quality of life for children. These centers compliment and expand on EPA’s
in-house research related to children’s environmental health.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Learn more information about indoor air quality programs, at: https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-
quality-iaq.

Learn more about how about how EPA is reducing radon risk at: https://www.epa.gov/radon.

Learn more about how EPA is addressing asbestos exposures in schools
at: https://www.epa.gov/asbestos/asbestos-and-school-buildings.

Learn more about how EPA is addressing polychlorinated biphenyls in schools at:
https://www.epa.gov/pcbs/polychlorinated-biphenyls-pcbs-building-materials.
https://www.epa.gov/schools-healthy-buildings/renovations-and-polychlorinated-biphenvyls-pcbshy-
school-environment.
https://www.epa.gov/pcbs/epa-regional-polychlorinated-biphenyl-pcb-programs.

Learn more about Children’s Health Research at: https://www.epa.gov/research-grants/niehsepa-
childrens-environmental-health-and-disease-prevention-research-centers.

NIEHS/EPA Children’s Environmental Health and Disease Prevention Research Centers Impact Report:
Protecting children’s health where they live, learn, and play:
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-

10/documents/niehs_epa childrens _centers impact report 2017 0.pdf?pdf=Childrens-Center-Report

Environmental Protection Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20460 United States
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Message

From: schafer, joan [schafer.joan@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/27/2018 2:06:08 PM

To: Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]; Press [Press@epa.gov]
CcC: Nitsch, Chad [Nitsch.Chad@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: EPA Mid-Atlantic Region Headlines - Thursday, September 27, 2018

(FYI - the articles about Tradepoint Atlantic stem from yesterday’s event whereby our DRA attended on behalf of EPA;
this cleanup is a milestone in the overall cleanup of the Sparrows Point facility.)

From environmental hazard to water feature: Tradenoint Atlantic touls

cleanun of nolluted canal at former steel mill

BALTIMORE SUN Fror atleast 60 years, a man-made ditch at the Sparrows Point steel mill carried stormwater
and poliuted discharge from steelmaking operations across the vast property. Known as the Tin Mill Canal, it was once
filled with murky water that deposited contaminants in the soil around it. The canal represents one of the biggest
environmental challenges for Tradepoint Atlantic, the company that bought the old mill and is turning the site into an
industrial campus. Company officials say the canal will flow through a new retail center on the property. Since January,
contractors have been gradually removing the contaminated soil and re-lining the canal bed. On Wednesday, Tradepoint
officials showed off their progress to government regulators and the news media. We have a lot of work to do, no
doubt,” said Eric Gilbert, Tradepoint Atlantic’s chief development officer. But he said the cleanup of Tin Mill Canal marks
a “major milestone” in the company’s effort to undo a century of environmental damage to the Sparrows Point
peninsula. ... "There’s real progress being made here,” said Ben Grumbles, Maryland’s secretary of the environment.
“It's gratifying to see the progress Tradepoint is making.” Some environmentalists have questions about the work. Two
advocacy groups — the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and Blue Water Baltimore — have raised concerns that the cleanup
of the canal doesn’t address groundwater that may be contaminated via seepage from the canal over the years. That
groundwater eventually filters out to nearby Bear Creek. Paul Smail, an attorney with the bay foundation, said his group
has been pressing the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to require a thorough evaluation of possible polluted
groundwater, but has “hit a brick wall” on that front.“You need to do this now because the remediation and
construction is happening apace,” Smail said in an interview. Cecil Rodrigues, deputy regional administrator for the EPA,
said a groundwater study is being planned, and said that if groundwater needs to be cleaned up, it can still happen even
as more of the property gets paved and covered with buildings. Rodrigues said the EPA’s priority is for Tradepoint to fix
sources of pollution, “then we can work on historical contamination that exists.” ...

Shutdown averted, but Interior and EPA still in limbo

GREENWIRE / E&E NEWS President Trump won't force a government shutdown when the new fiscal year
begins next week, but EPA, the Interior Department and a host of other agencies aren't likely to have funding finalized
until December. Trump told reporters after a meeting with international leaders in New York yesterday, "We're going to
keep the government open." He has for weeks toyed with a possible shutdown because Congress has yet to fully fund
his plans for a U.S.-Mexico border wall. The president is now expected to sign spending legislation to avert a break in
federal funding that the House overwhelmingly backed yesterday, 361-61. The Senate easily approved it last week. That
so-called minibus includes the fiscal 2019 Defense, Labor-Health and Human Services, and Education spending bills. It
also has a continuing resolution for other agencies through Dec. 7. Energy and water programs got money in a separate
minibus. Without the latest legislation, much of government would have to shut down Monday. Both parties have
warned for weeks the decision would be a huge political gamble with the midterm elections less than 50 days away. Top
appropriators in both the House and Senate said yesterday they were about out of time to move another minibus by
Monday that would contain the Interior-EPA, Transportation-Housing and Urban Development, Agriculture, and
Financial Services spending bills. Senate Appropriations Chairman Richard Shelby (R-Ala.) first suggested yesterday that
Congress would "punt” on the minibus legislation until after a post-lame-duck session. But then after voting, Shelby
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walked back the remark, telling reporters that offers were still being exchanged between House and Senate
negotiators... Calvert stressed he still believes an Interior-EPA bill will be completed for fiscal 2019 rather than forcing
agencies to rely on stopgap funding for the entire year. Both parties might ultimately gain by waiting until after the
elections. Republicans, especially House conservatives, could continue to make the argument to voters that they are
fighting for provisions in the bill that would ease endangered species rules and environmental regulations....

*

Trump’'s plan to roll back vehicle emission standards gets an airing in

Pittsburgh
STATE IMPACT PENNSYLVANIA  Local officials, environmentalists and health experts sounded off

Wednesday in Pittsburgh on the Trump administration’s proposal to roll back a signature Obama-era climate policy, with
many testifying that they want the stricter vehicle emission standards to stay in place. Requirements for automakers to
improve gas mileage and reduce tailpipe emissions through 2025 took effect under President Barack Obama. But the
Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of Transportation under President Donald Trump have proposed
freezing them at 2020 levels under the “Safer Affordable Fuel-Efficient Vehicles” rule. The agencies are also considering
revoking states’ abilities to set their own vehicle emission limits. California has a waiver to set stricter standards than the
federal government, and about a dozen other states — including Pennsylvania — have followed suit. The EPA and DOT
held a series of hearings on the matter this week, culminating in Pittsburgh. As many as 140 people were scheduled to
testify at the event. Ken Kimmell, president of the nonprofit Union of Concerned Scientists, urged regulators to
reconsider the rollback. “These car standards that are in place are working really well,” he said. “They are saving people
money at the pump, they are cutting down our dependence upon burning oil, and they are cutting in a significant way
our greenhouse gas emissions.” The Trump administration says newer cars are safer, and the proposal will make them
more affordable, which in turn will reduce crash fatalities. The Union of Concerned Scientists, among other groups,
contests that argument.

Federal emplovee health-care premiums to rise 1.5 percent on average
for 2019

WASHINGTON POST The enrollee share of premiums in the health-care program for federal employees and
retirees will increase by 1.5 percent on average in 2019, although there will be decreases in some plans, including in the
two Blue Cross and Blue Shield options that account for nearly two-thirds of enrollees, the government announced
Wednesday. Further, Blue Cross and several other plans will offer a new third option in the Federal Employees Health
Benefits Program, the largest employer-sponsored health insurance program in the nation, the Office of Personnel
Management said. The FEHBP is open to almost all federal employees, while federal retirees can continue coverage if
they were covered for the five years before retiring. it has about 4 million enrollees and about an equal number of
covered spouses and children up to age 26. The large majority of the plans — 265 will be available in 2019 — are health
maintenance organizations or fee-for-service plans available only in certain areas. There are 16 nationwide plans, most
of them available to all enroliees, although several have limits.

Justice programs restore lives, communities, the Chesapeake Ba
CHESAPEAKE BAY JOURNAL Behind a chain-link fence topped with razor wire, inmates tend a large plant

nursery and vegetable garden. The large expanse dotted with black nursery pots and plants of various sizes grows right
outside of the Howard County (MD) Department of Corrections. The beds of vegetables will become part of jail meals or
given to a local food pantry. It is a place for respite, sunshine and fresh air, where minimum security inmates can help
the communities they will return to someday, by potting, watering and weeding plants. The native plants growing are
destined to become part of Howard County’s stormwater control program. Young residents, ages 16 to 25, turn the
nursery stock into rain gardens, swales and native plant landscapes as part of a summer employment program that
teaches them the basics of green infrastructure installations. “We want to create a workforce pipeline from the jail to
sustainable green infrastructure careers,” said Lori Lilly, executive director of Howard EcoWorks, the nonprofit that runs
both programs. “The vision is for the workforce program to start while people are in still in jail focusing on plants, water
and soil.” Workforce development and restorative justice programs help busy public works departments or stormwater
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managers get their work done while teaching participants valuable work skills. As communities strive to create more
green spaces while reducing polluted stormwater by installing green infrastructure, the need for trained employees will
grow. Natural landscaping or green infrastructure includes such practices as rain gardens and swales, which mimic
nature by using plants and trees to filter, retain and absorb water instead of allowing it to flow quickly from surfaces into
waterbodies...

ide Range Of Grouns Gather To Tallk About Protecting Delaware
Watershed

ATLANTIC CITY PRESS CAPE MAY — Rodale Institute’s Diana Martin traveled from her company
headquarters in Kutztown, Pennsylvania, to be part of the sixth annual Delaware River Watershed Forum on Tuesday.
Best known for promoting organic farming practices, Rodale helps farmers improve soil health and stop using chemical
fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides, Martin said. Covering about 14,000 square miles of New Jersey, Delaware,
Pennsylvania and New York, the Delaware watershed is the source of drinking water for more than 15 million people,
including those in New York City and Philadelphia. Protecting it from pollution is essential to keeping communities here
healthy, according to the {galition for the Delawars River Watershesd. As part of that focus, the coalition’s 131-member
organizations work together to create a healthier watershed, to improve the physical and economic well being of
communities there. “It’s a new focus for us,” said Martin of recently joining the coalition. Previously, Rodale stayed more
with agricultural initiatives, but the group has realized it has a lot in common with water-quality advocates, wildlife
groups and others working to improve the health of the watershed. A watershed is a term for the area that drains into a
particular river through tributaries and other smaller bodies. “There are 15,000 farms in the watershed. It’s the biggest
land use,” Martin said. Agricultural runoff from conventional farming practices is a leading source of pollution there, she
said. Organic practices such as crop rotation and cover crop planting can greatly improve water quality, as can the use of
other techniques to reduce or eliminate pesticide and herbicide use. And those practices hold onto soil and water
better, resulting in less runoff into streams that find their way to the Delaware, Martin said. Everyone benefits from
cleaner water, said New Jersey Audubon President and CEO Eric Stiles. “People have broad interests here. They vary by
geography, membership and age, but one thing we have in common is a shared vision and shared values,” said Stiles.
“Swimmable rivers, healthy fish and wildlife for all, and clean drinking water for all — these are, in essence, what we are
pursuing.”...

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

Discovery Center Brings Mature Trail, Bxhibits, Zin Lines To Falrmount Park Reservelr For the past 25 years, Philadelphia's
largest man-made lake lay hidden in the woods, surrounded by cyclone fencing and a thick layer of native plants. The
only visitors to the 37-acre East Park Reservoir tended to be ducks (lots and lots of ducks}, turtles, foxes, and other
wildlife. Occasionally, a few bird-watchers would sneak up to the area, too, to observe the nearly 200 species of birds
that migrate to and from of the Strawberry Mansion ecosystem. Thanks to a partnership between Audubon
Pennsylvania and the Philadelphia Outward Bound School, that's all about to change. On Saturday, Sept. 29, the serene
and pristine body of water will officially reopen to the public alongside the new, 16,000-square-foot Discovery Center,
dedicated to nature conservation and leadership development. The public is invited to test-drive the site in a free
opening-day Discovery Day celebration Saturday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Activities include bird walks, live bird
presentations, a make-your-own native seed ball demo, arts and crafts, and rides on a 300-foot zip line for visitors 12
years and up. (Sign up on-site for time slots between 11:45 a.m. and 3 p.m.) There will also be Outward Bound-type
challenges designed to develop teamwork, communication, and leadership skills...

Trotleys in the garden: New landscape and cafe transform bleak West Philly junction Warning: As you emerge from the
SEPTA trolley tunnel at 40th Street into the bright light of day, you may feel momentarily disoriented. What was once a
vast concrete plateau, crisscrossed by a tangle of trolley tracks, has been transformed over the last few months into a
luxuriant expanse of meadow flowers, native shrubs and Princeton Elms. it's as if you had somehow slipped through a
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PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE

september Closing In As One OFf Wettest On Record For Pittsburgh September is quickly shaping up as one of the wettest
months on record — and 2018 as one of the most rain-drenched, period. Precipitation that hasn’t let up since Monday is
expected to morph into heavy rain showers and isolated thunderstorms on Wednesday, according to the National
Weather Service in Pittsburgh. The region has gotten about 44 inches of rain so far this year — about 15 inches above
normal, said weather service meteorologist Lee Hendricks. “And we still have three months left,” he said. The record for
annual rainfall — set in 2004, the year of Hurricanes lvan and Frances — is 57.41 inches. Right now, 2018 is 15th on the
list of wettest years (that is, since records started being kept in 1836). September itself is turning out to be a rather
soggy month. Pittsburgh has seen 8.28 inches of rain so far this month and ranks third among the wettest Septembers.
Compare that again to ...

Letter: PA Wildlife, Parks Depend On Reputhorization Of Federal Land & Water Conservation Fund In Pennsylvania, we
are blessed with some amazing outdoor opportunities. | was lucky to grow up here and be exposed to fishing and
hunting among Pennsylvania’s forests and waters. An important but not often publicized conservation program has
helped protect many places we know and love throughout Pennsylvania — and it soon may go away. For over 50 years,
the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) has supported opportunities to get outdoors across the state,
including places like the Allegheny National Forest and the Appalachian National Scenic Trail, as well as parks and
playgrounds across the state. Growing up, | frequented outdoor spaces that have been touched by LWCF like Mount
Pisgah and Moraine State Park to hike and view wildlife. | started hunting in my early 20s and discovered a deeper
appreciation for public lands as | began to explore state game lands in search of whitetail deer, turkeys, squirrels and
rabbits. Over 50 state game lands in Pennsylvania have acquired land through LWCF, providing Pennsylvania sportsmen
and women like myself ample hunting opportunities on public land...

PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE REVIEW

Mlegheny County Councibwoman Proposes Registry Of Matural Gas Drilling An Allegheny County Councilwoman has
introduced legislation she says will make it easier for the public to find out where fracking is occurring in the county.
Anita Prizio, D-O’Hara, introduced legislation during Tuesday’s meeting to require companies holding oil and gas leases
to register the leases in a format that the public can see and is user friendly. It would create the Allegheny County Oil
and Gas Lease Registry. Since 2010, the Allegheny County Deeds Office has not input the the street addresses and parcel
identification numbers of leased land, a news release from Prizio said. “The lack of this critical information makes it
virtually impossible for local governments to develop their state mandated comprehensive plans, and appropriate
zoning ordinances,” Prizio said in a news release. “Public safety agencies can also use this information to appropriately
plan for the impacts of drilling and fracking in Allegheny County.” As of May, the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection issued permits for 258 fracking wells in the county, up from just three in 2006, Prizio said in
the release. More than half of the 258 wells are operating, while an additional 117 are yet to be drilled, the release said
citing FracTracker Alliance, a nonprofit. Several members of environmental groups and former Allegheny County Council
President Jim Burn spoke in support of the legislation during Tuesday’s meeting. “This is just a common sense piece of
legislation in my opinion,” Burn told the council. “It’s simply asking if | go to the Allegheny County web page and | want
to see in the borough of Millvale where i live ... | can look to see where the pads are. | can see where it’s being done, if
it’s being done. And if I'm thinking about investing in any specific community in this county, | think it's a (relevant) piece
of information | need to know. | think it’s a (relevant) piece of information for elected officials to know.” ...

Acting EPA Adnvinistrator To Soeak AL 2018 SHALE INSIGHT Conference Acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler will
be the keynote speaker for the ?{}1& Shale insight conference in Pittsburgh on Oct. 24. His speech, sometime between 9-
10:45 a.m,, is titled “The New EPA: Fostering Responsible Environmental Protection with American Business.” “Wheeler
will discuss his effort to bring clarity and predictability to EPA policy actions and share his plans to foster economic
development while streamlining the regulatory process,” Shale Insight organizers said. “(He) has a deep understanding
of the importance of balancing regulations designed to protect the environment with the need for economic stability.”
Wheeler, formerly the EPA deputy administrator, took office as acting administrator in July, following the resignation of
Scott Pruitt for ethical reasons. He must still be confirmed by the Senate. A native of Fairfield, Ohio, near Cincinnati,
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Wheeler is a former coal industry lobbyist and legislative aide on the Senate Committee on Environment and Public
Works. The closing keynote speaker will be Adm. Michael Rogers, recently retired director and commander of the
National Security Agency and U.S. Cyber Command. His address on energy independence and national security will be at
12 p.m. Oct. 25. The Shale Insight conference, scheduled for Oct. 23-25 at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center, bills
itself as the foremost gathering on shale development and public policy in Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Ohio. Former
White House press secretary Sean Spicer was the keynote speaker in 2017. Then-presidential nominee Donald Trump
spoke at the conference in 2016.

Upper Allesheny Bxoects To Meet Deadline For Long-Term Sewage Plans The Upper Allegheny Valley Joint Sanitary
Authority’s engineer said required information for its long-term plan will be provided to the state by an Oct. 8 deadline.
Engineer Ed Schmitt of Gibson Thomas Engineering said information the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
wants is being compiled now. “We have to have a response to DEP by Oct. 8 and we’ve asked all the communities to get
back to us with information by Oct. 1,” Schmitt said. He said the information being requested involves the measures
taken by communities to reduce inflow and infiltration — the flow of storm water into the sanitary sewer system. It is
part of a consent governing the authority’s long-term control plan that deals with steps being taken to control pollution
flowing into waterways due to overflow conditions at sewage treatment plants, especially during heavy rains. Schmitt
said the authority and its communities are under a mandate to capture 85 percent of the sewage flow that occurs during
the year and under certain storm conditions. According to Schmitt, the inflow and infiltration data DEP wants already
was provided to the authority by its member communities: Tarentum, Harrison, Brackenridge and East Deer...

Shamekin Dam 400 MW Coal-Fired Power Plant To Be Demolished SHAMOKIN DAM - A landmark former 400-megawatt
coal-fired power generation plant visible from Routes 11/15 in Snyder County is to be demolished. The demolition of the
building and its four 300-foot-high smoke stacks is expected to take two years because it will require asbestos removal
first, said Ed Griegel, vice president of operations for the owner, Sunbury Generation. The plant was built by PP&L, now
PPL, and went into operation in 1949. The utility sold it to Wisconsin Public Service in 1999 and Sunbury Generation
bought it in 2006. The plant ceased operations in 2014. Adjacent to the old facility is Panda Hummel Station, a 1,124
megawatt natural gas-fired generation plant that went into operation in June. Panda Power Funds of Dallas, Texas,
operates the facility that was developed with Sunbury Generation. It is producing enough electricity to serve well over a
million homes, general manager Mike Stahr said. Its three stacks are only 230 feet high, he noted. Compared with the
retired coal-burning facility, it is producing 180 percent more power while using approximately 97 percent less cooling
water, he said. Sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxide emissions have been reduced by more than 90 percent, he added. its
fuel is Marcellus Shale natural gas transported to the plant via a 34.4-mile pipeline from the commonwealth's northern
tier. The same pipeline would serve a second, slightly larger natural gas power plant on the property that is in the design
stage, Griegel said...

Point Park L), Watershed Documentary 1o Premiere On WQED Oct, 11 The quality of Pennsylvania’s 83,000 miles of
waterways — or lack thereof — is the subject of a new documentary, “Downstream,” produced by Point Park
University’s School of Communication Environmental Journalism program. The 30-minute documentary addresses the
“serious threat” the quality of those waterways face, from active and abandoned coal mines to acid rain, aging
infrastructure, urban development, industrial poliution, and even the impacts of seemingly mundane human activities
such as lawn care, according to a news release. The film premieres 8 p.m. Oct. 11 on WQED . Point Park University will
host a screening event, followed by a panel discussion at the school’s Center for Media Innovation . “Clean water is
essential for economic development in healthy communities. Even if you don’t consider yourself an ‘environmentalist,’
water quality affects everyone because the costs associated with cleaning water ultimately trickles down to all of us,”
Gina Catanzarite, the film’s writer-producer, says in the release. A part-time faculty member in Point Park’s school of
communication, Catanzarite worked on the production with Point Park graduates Glenn Syska, director of photography
and editor, and Zak Boyle, second unit photographer and assistant editor. “It's easy to get discouraged by the sight of
orange water contaminated by acid mine drainage or litter floating alongside geese. But we were also inspired by the
people we met filming ‘Downstream,’ and we hope viewers will recognize how simple changes in behaviors can make a
big difference and how supporting policy change in how we protect our watersheds can have a huge impact now and for
future generations,” Catanzarite says...
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STATE IMPACT PENNSYLVANIA

Trump's plan to roll back vehicle emission standards gels an alring in Pittsburgh Local officials, environmentalists and
health experts sounded off Wednesday in Pittsburgh on the Trump administration’s proposal to roll back a signature
Obama-era climate policy, with many testifying that they want the stricter vehicle emission standards to stay in place.
Requirements for automakers to improve gas mileage and reduce tailpipe emissions through 2025 took effect under
President Barack Obama. But the Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of Transportation under
President Donald Trump have proposed freezing them at 2020 levels under the “Safer Affordable Fuel-Efficient Vehicles”
rule. The agencies are also considering revoking states’ abilities to set their own vehicle emission limits. California has a
waiver to set stricter standards than the federal government, and about a dozen other states — including Pennsylvania
— have followed suit. The EPA and DOT held a series of hearings on the matter this week, culminating in Pittsburgh. As
many as 140 people were scheduled to testify at the event. Ken Kimmell, president of the nonprofit Union of Concerned
Scientists, urged regulators to reconsider the rollback. “These car standards that are in place are working really well,” he
said. “They are saving people money at the pump, they are cutting down our dependence upon burning oil, and they are
cutting in a significant way our greenhouse gas emissions.” The Trump administration says newer cars are safer, and the
proposal will make them more affordable, which in turn will reduce crash fatalities. The Union of Concerned Scientists,
among other groups, contests that argument. At an earlier hearing in Michigan, automakers said they want to continue
building cleaner cars and don’t want to freeze the standards, but they would like greater flexibility within the regulations
because drivers are buying more trucks and SUVs, which are less fuel-efficient...

ALLENTOWN MORNING CALL

Household Hazardous Waste Difficult To Dispose Of In Lehigh Valley

ALTOONA MIRROR

Mosguito Spraving Planned For Blair Bedford Counties Spraying for mosquito control is planned for select areas of Blair
and Bedford counties this evening, weather permitting. Around sunset, the Blair County West Nile Virus Program start
truck-mounted spraying in the Loop area, including Reservoir Road and Loop Road in Blair Township and between
Monument and Willow in the Fort Fetter area in Blair Township and Hollidaysburg. Around the same time, the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s West Nile Virus Control Program will conduct spraying in parts
of Snake Spring Township in Bedford County. Both operations are targeted at controlling the population of adult
mosquitos and the possible spread of the West Nile Virus. The alternate date for both spayings is Friday...

ERIE TIMES NEWS

West Mile Virys Cases Rise In Erie County A wet, warm summer across Pennsylvania has sparked a resurgence in West
Nile virus. The mosquito-borne illness, which can cause rare but potentially life-threatening brain inflammation in
humans, has been detected in 40 people across the state. It’s the most human cases in at least five years. No human
cases have been reported in Erie County in 2018 but the county has seen a higher number of infected birds and
mosquitoes than it has since 2012. Nine birds and 27 mosquito samples have tested positive for West Nile. “it’s all about
the weather,” said Karen Tobin, Erie County’s West Nile virus coordinator. “The warmer it is, the more Culex mosquitoes
we have that spread West Nile.”...

Sen, Laughlin’s Case For Sunday Hunting State senator believes Pennsylvania is losing out to New York, Ohio and other
states that offer opportunities for a wide range of game throughout the weekend. Thousands of hunters will head afield
Saturday for the start of Pennsylvania’s archery deer season. But come Sunday, they will be home — unable to hunt.
State Sen. Dan Laughlin, R-49th Dist., wants to change that. To that end, he will be among those attending the Hunters
United for Sunday Hunting rally and meeting Sunday at the Pennsylvania Game Commission headquarters in Harrisburg.
The event will run from 1to 4 p.m. “It’s about time to change,” said Laughlin, who is a hunter. He said he believes the
lack of Sunday hunting is hurting Pennsylvania businesses and is contributing to the decline in license sales across the
state. He proposed Senate Bill 1202 in May to clear the way for Sunday hunting someday. The bill specifically transfers
regulatory authority of game laws from the state Legislature to the Game Commission. It also strengthens trespassing
laws, something he hopes will win converts from the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, which has long opposed Sunday
hunting. “Ultimately, | believe the Game Commission should be the body that decides our hunting seasons, and those
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(seasons) should include Sundays for everything — spring turkey and all fall game,” he said. Sunday hunting is already
permitted for foxes, crows and coyotes.

LANCASTER NEWSPAPERS

Biting midees and EHD confirmed as source of ongoing deer deaths in parts of Chester, Berks counties The Pennsylvania
Game Commission has confirmed recent deaths of deer in northern Chester and southern Berks counties were caused
by epizootic hemorrhagic disease. Since Aug. 29, dozens of dead deer have been found in the affected area. Game
wardens continue to investigate new reports and collect and submit tissue samples from deer that are not in advanced
stages of decomposition. “We appreciate the public's concern and involvement and will continue to investigate deer
deaths reported at new locations, so we can monitor the severity of this year's outbreak,” said Bruce Metz, director of
the agency’s southeast regional office...

WILLIAMSPORT SUN-GAZETTE

County to accent S800L to repurpose underutilized space The Lycoming County commissioners will take action Thursday
to accept an 5800,000 revolving loan fund grant to help clean up and make useable abandoned or otherwise
underutilized buildings and properties, known as brownfields. The grant, from the federal Environmental Protection
Agency, will work as a revolving loan, meaning qualified applicants will be awarded a certain dollar amount to be paid
back to the county with low interest rates. The Lycoming County commissioners will take action Thursday to accept an
$800,000 revolving loan fund grant to help clean up and make useable abandoned or otherwise underutilized buildings
and properties, known as brownfields. The grant, from the federal Environmental Protection Agency, will work as a
revolving loan, meaning qualified applicants will be awarded a certain dollar amount to be paid back to the county with
low interest rates. “Every dollar we give out, we could get back,” said Jenny Picciano, community development and lead
planner. Some of the funds also may be used in the form of grants, Picciano added. The planning department and
commissioners will work together to form a committee including real estate and financial aid-savvy community
members to help select qualified property owners to receive funds. The contract period for the grant lasts through
November of 2023, she said. Examples of brownfield locations that have been restored through this initiative include the
Brodart neighborhood, the Pajama Factory and even the Kohl’s department store. In another matter, the commissioners
will consider several personnel actions, including hiring Chelsea Myers, currently Williamsport’s municipal planner, as a
full-time replacement hazard reduction planner. Myers previously was approved to start Oct. 1 as the county’s
replacement zoning officer. However, due to a new vacancy and Myers’ overqualified status, she instead is being
considered for the hazard reduction planner position, said Commissioner Rick Mirabito. The city has no plan to replace
Myers at this point, officials said. In addition to Mirabito, Commissioners Jack McKernan and Tony Mussare were
present. The next meeting will be held at 10 a.m. Thursday in Executive Plaza.

LAW 360

EPA Seeks S1.5M For Philadeinhiz Superfund Cleanup (Subscription required) (September 26, 2018, 6:04 PM EDT) -- The
Environmental Protection Agency sued in Pennsylvania federal court Tuesday to demand that a former operator of a
toxic metal scrap yard pay for cleanup at a Philadelphia Superfund site. The suit claims lllinois-based Versatile Metals
inc. is liable for nearly $1.5 million that the EPA has spent in recent years to stop the release of polychlorinated
biphenyls, or PCBs, into the Delaware River through a sewer line on the site. The complaint cites a 1980s dispute
between Versatile Metals and the site's owner at the time, Metal Bank, in which a federal judge — also in the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania — found that Versatile Metals was liable for any contamination after 1984, when it over the
operation of the metal scrap yard. “Versatile Metals likely caused spills of PCBs during its operations at the [scrap yard]
when it mishandled transformers or capacitors,” the suit says. In addition to seeking reimbursement for past cleanup
costs, the EPA requested a declaratory judgment to hold Versatile Metals responsible for any future costs or damages at
the site. Metal Bank operated the scrap yard from 1969 to 1984, according to the complaint, until Versatile Metals
agreed to lease it and sell off the scrap metal assets. In the meantime, the complaint says, the metal was stored
“outdoors in large piles.” In 1985, Versatile Metals told Metal Bank it had discovered “substantial areas of oil-stained
soil,” according to the EPA’s suit, and subsequent sampling revealed “significant” PCB contamination. Metal Bank
believed this stemmed from both old and more recent spills, the complaint states. Versatile Metals sued Metal Bank in
1985 for allegedly failing to disclose the contamination, and Metal Bank countersued for cleanup costs. In 1988, a jury
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determined Versatile Metals was 55 percent responsible and Metal Bank was 45 percent responsible, according to
Tuesday’s complaint...

WASHINGTON POST

Federal emplovee health-care premiums to rise 1.5 percent on average for 2019 The enrollee share of premiums in the
health-care program for federal employees and retirees will increase by 1.5 percent on average in 2019, although there
will be decreases in some plans, including in the two Blue Cross and Blue Shield options that account for nearly two-
thirds of enrollees, the government announced Wednesday. Further, Blue Cross and several other plans will offer a new
third option in the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program, the largest employer-sponsored health insurance
program in the nation, the Office of Personnel Management said. The FEHBP is open to almost all federal employees,
while federal retirees can continue coverage if they were covered for the five years before retiring. It has about 4 million
enrollees and about an equal number of covered spouses and children up to age 26. The large majority of the plans —
265 will be available in 2019 — are health maintenance organizations or fee-for-service plans available only in certain
areas. There are 16 nationwide plans, most of them available to all enrollees, although several have limits.

The Energy 207 Blog: Republicans rev up calls to rewrite Endangered Species Act Motivated by a pair of recent court
decisions regarding grizzly bears and gray wolves, Republicans are renewing their calls to rewrite the Endangered
Species Act, the law credited with saving those and other animals from extinction. Over the summer, a federal

appeals court ruled to retain protections for the wolves around the western Great Lakes. And just this week, a U.S.
District Court restored protections for some 700 Yellowstone grizzly bears at the behest of conservation and tribal
groups. Judge Dana L. Christensen ruled that the agency illegally failed to consider how removing the grizzlies in and
around Yellowstone National Park from the endangered-species list would affect bear populations scattered throughout
the rest of the United States south of Alaska. For many GOP members of Congress, that court decision shows exactly
why the 45-year-old law that protects Yellowstone grizzlies and other endangered species is outdated. The grizzly ruling
is a "prime example why Congress should modernize the Endangered Species Act,” Wyoming Sen. John Barrasso (R),
chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, said in a statement Tuesday. The state’s lone
congresswoman, Liz Cheney (R}, went a step further by introducing legislation that would reissue the decision to remove
protections the grizzly...

WILMINGTON NEWS JOURNAL
Hazmat incident at UL (Video link) Fire and emergency personnel responded to Drake Hall at the University of Delaware
for a hazmat incident that injured two people.

Waorst state in the country for commuters? Delaware, according to Esurance Esurance has identified the worst states for
commuters. You're probably familiar with the one that came in dead last...
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WEST VIRGINIA PUBLIC BROADCASTING

Miners Urge Congressional Action OUn Pensions, Black Lung Fund Retired coal miners and coal community activists are on
Capitol Hill this week urging action on two important issues for miners: pensions and black lung benefits. Advocates say
funds supporting both pensions for retired miners and the federal benefits for those sickened by black lung disease are
at risk if Congress does not act...

ASSOCIATED PRESS (W. Va.)

Developers Say Mountain Yalley Pipeline To Mow Cost 34 68 Developers of a natural gas pipeline set to run through
West Virginia and Virginia say the project’s cost has risen from $3.7 billion to $4.6 billion. The Roancke Times reports
Mountain Valley Pipeline developers released the revised cost estimate Monday. A Mountain Valley statement says
about half of the increase is due to a construction Iull last month. That pause was due a federal appeals court
invalidating two permits and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission ordering work halted. Mountain Valley says the
remaining cost increase is due to “extraordinary rainfall events,” hurricane prep and “unanticipated construction costs
overruns.” The project has been in the works since 2014 when Mountain Valley estimated its cost at $3 to $3.5 billion. it
hopes to finish the project by the fourth quarter of 2019.

West Virginia fall foliage bursting into color CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — West Virginia’s higher elevations are starting to
burst into their peak colors. The state Tourism Office released its first fall foliage report Wednesday. Tourism officials say
in a news release that areas along U.S. Route 33 should reach their peak by this weekend, including Tucker, Randoiph
and Pendleton counties in northern and eastern West Virginia. The 30th annual Leaf Peepers Festival set for Saturday
and Sunday in Parsons offers scenic chairlift rides and nature hikes. Closer to nature, tourists can see the foliage at
Blackwater Falls, Canaan Valley Resort State Park and the Monongahela National Forest, home to the Dolly Sods
Wilderness. The statement says the Potomac Highlands region will show yellow, gold and reds, while blueberry bushes
are turning red at Dolly Sods.

BALTIMORE SUN

From environmental hazard to water feature: Tradepoint Atlantic Touts deanup of polluted canal at former steel mill For
at least 60 years, a man-made ditch at the Sparrows Point steel mill carried stormwater and polluted discharge from
steelmaking operations across the vast property. Known as the Tin Mill Canal, it was once filled with murky water that
deposited contaminants in the soil around it. The canal represents one of the biggest environmental challenges for
Tradepoint Atlantic, the company that bought the old mill and is turning the site into an industrial campus. Company
officials say the canal will flow through a new retail center on the property. Since January, contractors have been
gradually removing the contaminated soil and re-lining the canal bed. On Wednesday, Tradepoint officials showed off
their progress to government regulators and the news media. We have a lot of work to do, no doubt,” said Eric Gilbert,
Tradepoint Atlantic’s chief development officer. But he said the cleanup of Tin Mill Canal marks a “major milestone” in
the company’s effort to undo a century of environmental damage to the Sparrows Point peninsula. ... "There’s real
progress being made here,” said Ben Grumbles, Maryland’s secretary of the environment. “It’s gratifying to see the
progress Tradepoint is making.” Some environmentalists have questions about the work. Two advocacy groups — the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation and Blue Water Baltimore — have raised concerns that the cleanup of the canal doesn’t
address groundwater that may be contaminated via seepage from the canal over the years. That groundwater
eventually filters out to nearby Bear Creek. Paul Smail, an attorney with the bay foundation, said his group has been
pressing the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to require a thorough evaluation of possible polluted groundwater,
but has “hit a brick wall” on that front.“You need to do this now because the remediation and construction is happening
apace,” Smail said in an interview. Cecil Rodrigues, deputy regional administrator for the EPA, said a groundwater study
is being planned, and said that if groundwater needs to be cleaned up, it can still happen even as more of the property
gets paved and covered with buildings. Rodrigues said the EPA’s priority is for Tradepoint to fix sources of pollution,
“then we can work on historical contamination that exists.” ...
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2048 is officially one of Baltimore's top 10 wettest vears There is still more than a quarter of 2018 to go, but the year
already ranks as one of Baltimore’s top 10 wettest on record. About half an inch of rain that fell Wednesday pushed the
year-to-date rainfall total to about 53} inches. That is slightly more than the 53.33 inches that fell in 1971,...

Record rains have dumped 80 billion gallons on Baltimore, Just how much water is that?

Flood watch issued in Baltimore region through Thursday night

MARYLAND DAILY RECORD

Tradepoint Atlantic touts Sparrows Point cleanup milestone (Subscription required) At the peak of steelmaking at
Sparrows Point, dozens of drains on the property allowed a veritable sea of storm, waste, and process water to flow into
the Tin Mill Canal. As a result, the man-made channel on the former Bethlehem Steel site deteriorated into one of the
most polluted sections of the peninsula. On Wednesday, the ...

CHESAPEAKE BAY JOURNAL

justice programs restore lives, communitias, the Chesapeake Bay Behind a chain-link fence topped with razor wire,
inmates tend a large plant nursery and vegetable garden. The large expanse dotted with black nursery pots and plants of
various sizes grows right outside of the Howard County (MD) Department of Corrections. The beds of vegetables will
become part of jail meals or given to a local food pantry. It is a place for respite, sunshine and fresh air, where minimum
security inmates can help the communities they will return to someday, by potting, watering and weeding plants. The
native plants growing are destined to become part of Howard County’s stormwater control program. Young residents,
ages 16 to 25, turn the nursery stock into rain gardens, swales and native plant landscapes as part of a summer
employment program that teaches them the basics of green infrastructure installations. “We want to create a workforce
pipeline from the jail to sustainable green infrastructure careers,” said Lori Lilly, executive director of Howard EcoWorks,
the nonprofit that runs both programs. “The vision is for the workforce program to start while people are in still in jail
focusing on plants, water and soil.” Workforce development and restorative justice programs help busy public works
departments or stormwater managers get their work done while teaching participants valuable work skills. As
communities strive to create more green spaces while reducing polluted stormwater by installing green infrastructure,
the need for trained employees will grow. Natural landscaping or green infrastructure includes such practices as rain
gardens and swales, which mimic nature by using plants and trees to filter, retain and absorb water instead of allowing it
to flow quickly from surfaces into waterbodies...

MARYLAND REPORTER.COM

Commentary: Marvland’s clean energy industry has made great strides National Clean Energy Week, happening now,
provides a good opportunity to shine a light on our state’s significant achievements. The growth of Maryland’s clean
energy sector is creating well-paying job opportunities, increasing the resiliency of our grid and facilitating rate stability —
and improving our air quality, which benefits human and environmental health. A look at recent data indicates that
implementing clean energy policies over the past few decades, combined with public and private investments to adopt
clean energy products, services and technologies, are benefiting Marylanders in many ways.First, the energy economy is
providing jobs. Data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics show that between 2013 and 2017, total employment in
this sector increased by 10,961 jobs. That led to an increase in overall annual earnings of all workers in the energy sector
from $8.067 billion to approximately $10.418 billion, with weekly earnings seeing a similar exponential increase...

CECIL WHIG

County rethinks Port Deposit sewer plans (Wedneday) PORT DEPOSIT — County Department of Public Works officials
have revived efforts for a new sewer plant in Port Deposit, but the priority is now upgrading an outdated plant before
working to provide service to the Bainbridge property to entice future development. DPW Project Manager Jonathan
Pohlman said that the multi-million dollar project would serve as a well-needed upgrade for the town’s sewer plant that
sits in Marina Park facing the Susquehanna River. The existing 40-year-old treatment plant had worried public works
officials in the past, reporting to Port Deposit officials three years ago that it had lots of issues and could rupture at any
time. “It hasn’t happened yet, and we’re trying to avoid that,” Pohlman said Monday. Earlier this month, the county sent
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out a letter notifying design-build companies that it will soon start looking for requests for proposals to construct a new
sewer plant to handle 60,000 gallons per day. That’s more than 75 percent less daily flows than originally announced by
County Executive Tari Moore’s administration in 2016 when they announced a new regional vision for sewer service.
DPW director Scott Flanigan later clarified that specifications for the project were meant to serve no less than 60,000
gallons per day and may be expanded to a larger capacity for future development. “it might be up to 150,000 gallons per
day. That’s to be determined at a later time,” he said Tuesday afternoon. “Plan A was constructing a regional plant up
the hill, but it was too much investment when we were uncertain about the development [at Bainbridge]. We want to
recognize prospective developments, but the great unknown is when it will happen. So we’re going forward with Plan
B.” Plan B in this case is building Port Deposit a new sewer plant at the bottom of the hill near 170 S. Main St. and have it
online by 2020. This new plant is expected to serve the 280 customers already hooked up to the current plant and “a
little more in case some small development requests sewer service,” Pohliman said.Cecil County inherited the
responsibility of the aging plant when it took over Port Deposit’s wastewater treatment eight years ago. At first, the
focus was on repair projects that would extend the plant’s life expectancy even further with a prefabricated storage tank
or repair lines to the plant...

RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

Yearty, monthly rainfall for Roanoke in rare territory If it doesn’t rain another drop this year, Roanoke’s total rainfall for
2018 will still be 4 inches above normal. But there are going to be more drops of rain, maybe enough for an inch or more
as early as Wednesday and Thursday, and that could help September move up a few slots on the list of wettest
Septembers. That this is a wet year or a wet September locally won’t come as a surprise to anyone. with the early
tropical surge of moisture in May, the persistent eastern U.S. trough of low pressure in late July and August, and a
September stoked by Hurricane Florence, 2018 is still in play for Roanoke’s wettest year on record. Through Monday,
with 98 days left in 2018, Roanoke had 45.06 inches of rain. Normal annual rainfall, based on the 1981-2010 average,
over 12 entire months, is considered to be 41.25 inches. Averaging the entire 106-year period of record-keeping yields
40.88 inches per year. Either way, what has already fallen in a little less than nine months is close to 4 inches more than
what is supposed to fall in 12. The record annual rainfall for Roanoke is 58.87 inches in 1948. Just getting normal rainfall
in each of the last three months would raise the 2018 total to more than 54 inches and put us among the top seven
rainiest years since official weather records began in 1912. Only an inch more above normal each month, and we’re right
at the lip of the record. It’s also already Roanoke’s ninth wettest September with 8.76 inches of rain. Three past
September totals are within eight-tenths of an inch, so those may be within reach even by Thursday. The record 12.06
inches of September 1945 and runner-up 11.72 of September 2004 (remnants of hurricanes Frances, Ilvan and Jeanne)
are probably out of reach, with drier weather expected to set in as the month closes...

VIRGINIA MERCURY

Pipeline’s federal review is looking a lof less ‘thorough and exhaustive’ The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission may
have to soon figure out how to paper over another defect in the federal permitting process for the Atlantic Coast
Pipeline. Environmental groups asked FERC Tuesday for another stop-work order on the 600-mile, Dominion Energy-led
project after the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit in Richmond issued a stay of the U.S. Forest Service’s record of
decision and a special use permit that would allow the pipeline to carve through national forests in West Virginia and
Virginia. The stay, in place while the court considers an appeal of the permit, means the project no longer meets the
conditions set forth in the federal certificate that allowed it to move forward, burrowing and blasting its way through
farms, fields, streams and ridgetops. Construction has begun in West Virginia and North Carolina, but the pipeline still
lacks some environmental approvals in Virginia, and work here has been limited to tree clearing. “As the commission is
aware, this is the third time in four months that the 4th Circuit has vacated or stayed federal authorizations for the ACP
that represent mandatory conditions of the certificate order,” lawyers for the Southern Environmental Law Center
wrote. The stay follows court orders vacating permit decisions by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Park
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Service...

Its not righty’ Cumberland residents say planned landfill will disturb historic school, possible burial grounds
CUMBERLAND — Just inside the front door of the 100-year-old Pine Grove School in Cumberland County’s small
Cartersville community, the soft wood underfoot groans and gives under Muriel Branch’s steps. “I walked three and a
half miles to get here, each way, each day,” says Branch, sweeping her gaze around the one-room schoolhouse where
she received her elementary education from 1949 to 1955. “Pine Grove School really means something to me.” One of
at least 360 Rosenwald Schools built in Virginia from 1917 to 1932, Pine Grove School was founded to better educate
African-American students in Cumberland. Venerable black educator Booker T. Washington created the Rosenwald
Schools model in a multi-pronged effort to improve the quality of education for black children in the South in the early
20th century. Then, in the thick of the Jim Crow era where nearly all advancement opportunities for black Americans —
including education — were severely limited, philanthropist Julius Rosenwald of Sears, Roebuck and Company partnered
with Washington, creating a fund to help build the schools. Pine Grove School sits on four acres adjacent to land recently
acquired by Green Ridge Recycling and Disposal Facility. Green Ridge, owned by County Waste of Virginia, is a proposed
landfill to be built on 1,200 acres in the extreme east of Cumberland County, bordering Powhatan County. The landfill,
for which the Cumberland County Board of Supervisors has granted rezoning and conditional land use permits, has been
met with ire from some residents of several counties for a laundry list of reasons...

VIRGINIA PUBLIC RADIO

Fones Ciffs Enforcement Case Sent 1o Virginia's Attormey Genersl In July, Virginia's Department of Environmental Quality
asked the public to weigh-in on fines and actions against a New York company that violated environmental regulations
on pristine cliffs above the Rappahannock River. Now they're asking the Attorney General's office to weigh in, as
well.The trouble for Virginia True Corporation began last year when more than 13 acres were clear-cut on the
environmentally sensitive Fones Cliffs without permits or erosion, sediment and stormwater control devices. Then came
heavy rains and erosion into the river. It was the worst fear for conservationists who said exactly that would happen as
plans to construct a 964 acre golf course resort and development overlooking the Rappahannock River went forward.
The spot is a favorite of hundreds of bald eagles and for watermen who fish in the river and a historic area for the
Rappahannock Tribe. Jeff Howeth, who took over as manager of the development said he was surprised as he's been
working closely with officials from the Department of Environmental Quality. "All of the rainfall certainly has not been
anything short of a challenge to try to keep up with all of the things going on out there,” Howeth admitted. "But we sit
down with DEQ on a regular basis. | turn in a weekly engineer's report with 30 to 40 photographs." A spokesperson for
DEQ said recent history and ongoing issues that have been identified by DEQ staff contributed to the decision to ask the
AG's office on how best to proceed.

HAMPTON NEWPORT NEWS DAILY (HNN DAILY)

Iames City County supervisor asks for restrictions on building harards near Skiffes Creek Reservoir In Grove, a serene
lake snakes toward the south, surrounded by trees and heading toward the James River. Part of Newport News
Waterworks, the long, slim lake — called the Skiffes Creek Reservoir — is tasked with providing fresh water to Newport
News and the lower part of James City County. While the reservoir is now cocooned with trees, only briefly brushing
past the Edgemoor neighborhood in Newport News, what regulations are in place to prevent facilities that use possibly
hazardous contaminants — such as gas stations — from being built within a certain distance of drinking water?
According to James City County staff, there are no local limits. “That you could allow construction of a gas station within
a relatively short distance doesn’t strike me as a good thing,” said James City County Supervisor John McGlennon, D-
Roberts. Some James City County and Virginia Department of Environmental Quality regulations provide protection
against dumping waste and building or spilling hazardous contaminants near bodies of water in the area, but no existing
policies specifically address the distance possible contaminants must be located from drinking water. The issue, which
has been a topic of discussion since at least 2015, resurfaced during a recent James City County Board of Supervisors
meeting. On Tuesday, during a Board of Supervisors work session, McGlennon plans to ask for an initiating resolution
which would direct the Planning Commission to put together an ordinance that would provide buffers and other
protections for drinking water supplies. McGlennon briefly brought up the issue during a May meeting between the
Board of Supervisors and Planning Commission. At the time, Interim County Administrator Bill Porter proposed the
Planning Commission develop a policy about deferring project applications. As a separate note, McGlennon asked that
the Planning Commission’s Policy Committee also consider developing another policy setting restrictions on how close
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possible contaminants, such as gas stations, can be built to water supplies. “The point for a revision of the ordinance
would be to give us some protections of drinking water supplies,” McGlennon said earlier this month...

WILLIAMSBURG YORKTOWN DAILY

County superviser asks for restrictions on building hazards near drinking water Update 6:30 p.m. Tuesday: The James
City County Board of Supervisors reached a consensus Tuesday to form an initiating resolution asking the Planning
Commission to put together an ordinance that would provide buffers and other protections for drinking water supplies.
The initiating resolution will be up for a vote at a future Board of Supervisors meeting, Supervisor John McGlennon said.
In Grove, a serene lake snakes toward the south, surrounded by trees and heading toward the James River. Part of
Newport News Waterworks, the long, slim lake — called the Skiffes Creek Reservoir — is tasked with providing fresh
water to Newport News and the lower part of James City County. While the reservoir is now cocooned with trees, only
briefly brushing past the Edgemoor neighborhood in Newport News, what regulations are in place to prevent facilities
that use possibly hazardous contaminants — such as gas stations — from being built within a certain distance of drinking
water? According to James City County staff, there are no local limits. “That you could allow construction of a gas station
within a relatively short distance doesn’t strike me as a good thing,” said Supervisor John McGlennon, D-Roberts...

GREENWIRE

Shutdown averted, but Interior and EPA still in imbo President Trump won't force a government shutdown when the
new fiscal year begins next week, but EPA, the Interior Department and a host of other agencies aren't likely to have
funding finalized until December. Trump told reporters after a meeting with international leaders in New York yesterday,
"We're going to keep the government open." He has for weeks toyed with a possible shutdown because Congress has
yet to fully fund his plans for a U.S.-Mexico border wall. The president is now expected to sign spending legislation to
avert a break in federal funding that the House overwhelmingly backed yesterday, 361-61. The Senate easily approved it
last week. That so-called minibus includes the fiscal 2019 Defense, Labor-Health and Human Services, and Education
spending bills. It also has a continuing resolution for other agencies through Dec. 7. Energy and water programs got
money in a separate minibus. Without the latest legislation, much of government would have to shut down Monday.
Both parties have warned for weeks the decision would be a huge political gamble with the midterm elections less than
50 days away. Top appropriators in both the House and Senate said yesterday they were about out of time to move
another minibus by Monday that would contain the Interior-EPA, Transportation-Housing and Urban Development,
Agriculture, and Financial Services spending bills. Senate Appropriations Chairman Richard Shelby (R-Ala.) first suggested
yesterday that Congress would "punt” on the minibus legislation until after a post-lame-duck session. But then after
voting, Shelby walked back the remark, telling reporters that offers were still being exchanged between House and
Senate negotiators... Calvert stressed he still believes an Interior-EPA bill will be completed for fiscal 2019 rather than
forcing agencies to rely on stopgap funding for the entire year. Both parties might ultimately gain by waiting until after
the elections. Republicans, especially House conservatives, could continue to make the argument to voters that they are
fighting for provisions in the bill that would ease endangered species rules and environmental regulations....

interior-EPA funding will kely wait until after midterms Congress isn't expected to wrap up work on a fiscal 2019
Interior-EPA spending bill before the new fiscal year begins next week, leaving many environmental and land use
agencies facing at least two months of flat funding. Lawmakers in both chambers said they have yet to finalize a
spending minibus that would contain the Interior-EPA, Transportation-Housing and Urban Development, Agriculture and
Financial Services spending bills for fiscal 2019. Senate Interior and Environment Appropriations Subcommittee
Chairwoman Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), who last week said her title of the package was not the biggest obstacle to a
deal, reiterated the point yesterday (£&F Diaily, Sept. 19). "l honestly believe that if we weren't part of a minibus, if we
were just left to our own devices, we might be able to shake it loose," she told E&E News. However, Murkowski also
indicated that there were unresolved issues in the Interior-Environment section of the minibus, as well. "In fairness,
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some of the issues in the other titles have just kind of consumed the discussion, and | think there's a sense that if we
could unlock those, everything falls into place, and | believe that, as well," she said, adding that negotiations are
ongoing. Senate Appropriations Chairman Richard Shelby (R-Ala.) did not rule out a possible deal but said an agreement
would have to come together by tomorrow in order to become law when the new fiscal year begins Monday. "I think we
could wind this up if the House could do it. We think we've gotten pretty close. Maybe we are, maybe we are not, we
are not sure yet," Shelby told reporters, noting that he planned to meet with House Appropriations Chairman Rodney
Frelinghuysen (R-N.J.) and Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) yesterday. "We're trying to clean as many of these policy riders
and poison pills up as we can," he said...

EPA: Children's health director abruptly put on leave EPA has put the director of its children's health protection office on
administrative leave. Ruth Etzel, a career employee who joined the agency in 2015, was put on leave yesterday, sources
told E&E News. The agency declined to provide details about the decision, and it's unclear whether or when she'll
return. The abrupt move has alarmed some agency employees and children's health experts. Caroline Cox, a member of
EPA's Children's Health Protection Advisory Committee, called it "very concerning” that Etzel has been put on leave. Cox,
a senior scientist at the California-based nonprofit Center for Environmental Health, told E&E News today that the
panel's chairwoman notified her and other members of the advisory committee via email yesterday of Etzel's status.
"She is a person with just an amazing reputation and some stellar credentials in the field of pediatrics,” Cox said. The loss
is "huge,” she added. Etzel is a senior EPA official with a career of more than 30 years as a pediatrician and a public
health expert, according to EPA. Her office works on protecting children from environmental dangers through EPA
rulemaking, policy and enforcement...

ENERGY POLICY: Wheeler says EPA helping boost production Acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler says his
agency's work in rolling back rules is helping to expand the country's energy mix. Wheeler, speaking today at the
National Press Club as part of the policymakers symposium for National Clean Energy Week, said EPA will stay within the
law and provide regulatory certainty to those affected by the agency. "We will not transgress the bounds that Congress
has given us,” Wheeler said. The acting EPA chief ticked off a number of energy sources, noting how his agency is helping
them to bolster their expansion. Wheeler criticized the Clean Power Plan, the Obama-era climate change rule that EPA is
seeking to repeal under Trump. He praised the Trump administration's replacement, the Affordable Clean Energy rule,
which he said would keep coal power plants functioning and still reduce carbon emissions...

CLUBMATE: "We can and should and will do more’ on emissions: Murkowski Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Chairwoman Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) said Congress will do more to reduce U.S. greenhouse gas emissions, even as the
Trump administration spurns climate science and rolls back regulations on planet-warming gases.

GREAT LAKES: Federal cleanup program boosts region’s economy — report A newly released analysis says a federal
Great Lakes cleanup program is good for the region's economy...

COAL ASH: Greens ses tale of two utilities’ in Florence response When Hurricane Matthew hit the Carolinas two years
ago, floodwaters threatened all coal ash pits along the Waccamaw and Neuse rivers. But the utilities that owned the
Grainger Generating Station and H.F. Lee Plant responded very differently...

ERPA: Trump's corn-siate pledee puts Whesler in 3 jam President Trump is expected to follow through soon on an ethanol
promise to Corn Belt states, leaving acting EPA chief Andrew Wheeler to broker a politically risky deal with the oil
industry.

EPA: Pryitt’s gone. His stuff isn't Nearly three months after Scott Pruitt's sudden departure from EPA, he still hasn't
picked up his belongings...

ATLANTIC CITY PRESS

Wide Range Of Groups Gather To Talk About Protecting Delaware Watershed CAPE MAY — Rodale Institute’s Diana
Martin traveled from her company headquarters in Kutztown, Pennsylvania, to be part of the sixth annual Delaware
River Watershed Forum on Tuesday. Best known for promoting organic farming practices, Rodale helps farmers improve
soil health and stop using chemical fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides, Martin said. Covering about 14,000 square miles
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of New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania and New York, the Delaware watershed is the source of drinking water for more
than 15 million people, including those in New York City and Philadelphia. Protecting it from pollution is essential to
keeping communities here healthy, according to the Coalition for the Delaware River Watershed. As part of that focus,
the coalition’s 131-member organizations work together to create a healthier watershed, to improve the physical and
economic well being of communities there. “It's a new focus for us,” said Martin of recently joining the coalition.
Previously, Rodale stayed more with agricultural initiatives, but the group has realized it has a lot in common with water-
quality advocates, wildlife groups and others working to improve the health of the watershed. A watershed is a term for
the area that drains into a particular river through tributaries and other smaller bodies. “There are 15,000 farms in the
watershed. It's the biggest land use,” Martin said. Agricultural runoff from conventional farming practices is a leading
source of pollution there, she said. Organic practices such as crop rotation and cover crop planting can greatly improve
water quality, as can the use of other techniques to reduce or eliminate pesticide and herbicide use. And those
practices hold onto soil and water better, resulting in less runoff into streams that find their way to the Delaware,

Martin said. Everyone benefits from cleaner water, said New Jersey Audubon President and CEO Eric Stiles. “People have
broad interests here. They vary by geography, membership and age, but one thing we have in common is a shared vision
and shared values,” said Stiles. “Swimmable rivers, healthy fish and wildlife for all, and clean drinking water for all —
these are, in essence, what we are pursuing.”...

ASSOCTATED PRESS

Fuel ot former New Jersey nuciesr plant removed from reactor LACEY TOWNSHIP, NJJ. (AP) - The owner of what was
considered to be America's oldest nuclear power plant until its shutdown last week says it has removed the nuclear fuel
from the reactor. Chicago-based Exelon Corp. has notified the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission that it removed the
last of the fuel rods from the Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station in New Jersey on Tuesday. The material was
placed into a spent fuel pool where it will cool down for at least two years...

NEW YORK TIMES

EPA Places the Head of its Office of Children's Health on Leave WASHINGTON — The Environmental Protection Agency
on Tuesday placed the head of its Office of Children’s Health Protection on administrative leave, an unusual move that
appeared to reflect an effort to minimize the role of the office. Dr. Ruth Etzel, a pediatrician and epidemiologist who has
been a leader in children’s environmental health for 30 years, joined the E.P.A. in 2015 after having served as a senior
officer for environmental health research at the World Health Organization. She was placed on administrative leave late
Tuesday and asked to hand over her badge, keys and cellphone, according to an E.P.A. official familiar with the decision
who was not authorized to discuss the move and who asked not to be identified. The official said Dr. Etzel was not facing
disciplinary action and would continue to receive pay and benefits. No explanation was offered to the staff on Tuesday.
An E.P.A. spokesman, John Konkus, declined to give a reason for the administrative leave. Four people within the E.P.A.
and a dozen or so who work closely with the agency said that Dr. Etzel’s dismissal was one of several recent
developments that have slowed the work of her department, the Office of Children’s Health Protection. Created by
President Bill Clinton in 1997, it advises the E.P.A. leadership on the specific health and environmental-protection needs
of children, which often leads to tougher or more stringent regulatory standards than those that might be required for
adults...

USA TODAY

Bats Gain Protection After Being MNearly Wiped Qut In PA
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Message

From: schafer, joan [schafer.joan@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/28/2018 2:44:06 PM

To: Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]; Press [Press@epa.gov]
CcC: Nitsch, Chad [Nitsch.Chad@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: EPA Mid-Atlantic Region Headlines - Friday, September 28, 2018

Localities seek help with their role in Chesapeake region cleanup effort

CHESAPEAKE BAY JOURNAL As the Bay region enters the next leg of the Chesapeake cleanup effort, local
governments will need more help — both financially and with technical assistance — if they are to ramp up
their efforts. That was the message delivered by local officials to the Chesapeake Executive Council, the top
policymaking body for Bay restoration work, when it met in Baltimore in August. “Local governments can be
resourceful, innovative and effective partners in watershed protection and restoration,” said Bruce Williams,
chair of the Chesapeake Bay Program Local Government Advisory Committee and the former mayor of
Takoma Park, MD. “However, we need the tools and resources required for success.” It’s a message, he
reminded Executive Council members, that the committee has been raising for a decade, but it is more urgent
than ever as pollution control efforts needed between now and the 2025 cleanup deadline are likely to cost
billions of dollars, with local governments shouldering a significant portion of the expense. The Chesapeake
Bay Executive Council includes the governors of Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Delaware
and New York; the mayor of the District of Columbia; the administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency; and the chair of the Chesapeake Bay Commission, an advisory body that represents state legislatures...

B.C, Council will consider law 1o strensthen prevention of lead poisoning in bomes

WASHINGTON POST Safety measures to ensure that children are protected from the dangers of lead
poisoning while living in District homes may soon become a lot more stringent. The D.C. Council is
considering a bill to shore up weaknesses in lead-poisoning-prevention laws that in recent years have led to
elevated blood lead levels for some low-income children in subsidized rental housing. “When you’re thinking
about vulnerable families in rental units or on vouchers, you’re talking about families who don’t have the same
level of agency or capacity to up and move somewhere,” said council member Charles Allen (D-Ward 6), who
introduced the bill this month. “So we need to make sure we’re doing everything we can to make sure they’re
safe.” The legislation, which has six co-sponsors and appears to have the support of two additional council
members, would strengthen laws in several crucial ways. It would require all landlords renting property built
before 1978, the year lead paint was effectively banned, to provide a clearance report to new tenants showing
that inspectors have done lead-dust testing and the property is safe. It would also strengthen steps for
remediation, which may include asking landlords to remove baseboards in units where lead has been found to
keep potential contaminants out of a child’s reach. The law would also establish a fund to offset landlord
expenses when making repairs so the supply of affordable housing is not affected...

EPA Reaches Settlement For Philadelphbia Superfund Cleanup

LAW 360 The Environmental Protection Agency simultaneously filed a complaint and proposed consent decree
in Pennsylvania federal court Tuesday to settle a dispute with the former operator of a toxic metal scrap yard at
a Philadelphia Superfund site. The suit claims Illinois-based Versatile Metals Inc. is liable for nearly $1.5
million that the EPA has spent in recent years to stop the release of polychlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs, into the
Delaware River through a sewer line on the site. Also on Tuesday, the EPA submitted a proposed consent
decree to the court, agreeing to settle the case for $42,000 because of Versatile's "limited ability to pay,"
according to the document. Versatile also agreed to assign the government certain insurance rights. An EPA
representative said in an email that, while the consent decree is subject to review and public comment for 30
days, the litigation is not ongoing. "In order for there to be a formal settlement of government claims, there
must also be a case or controversy — which is documented in the simultaneously-filed complaint," said EPA
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senior advisor Joan T. Schafer. "Because the government and Versatile Metals have reached a settlement, there
is no ongoing litigation." The complaint cites a 1980s dispute between Versatile Metals and the site's owner at
the time, Metal Bank, in which a federal judge — also in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania — found that
Versatile Metals was liable for any contamination after 1984, when it over the operation of the metal scrap yard.
“Versatile Metals likely caused spills of PCBs during its operations at the [scrap yard] when it mishandled
transformers or capacitors,” the suit says. In addition to seeking reimbursement for past cleanup costs, the EPA
requested a declaratory judgment to hold Versatile Metals responsible for any future costs or damages at the
site. Metal Bank operated the scrap yard from 1969 to 1984, according to the complaint, until Versatile Metals
agreed to lease it and sell off the scrap metal assets. In the meantime, the complaint says, the metal was stored
“outdoors in large piles.” ... The government is represented by Nathaniel Douglas and Robert S. Hasson of the
U.S. Department of Justice’s Environmental Enforcement Section.

Wheeler: EPA “Absolutely Mot Shutering Children's Health Office

BLOOMBERG ENVIRONMENT The EPA decision to put its children’s health chief on leave was “absolutely
not” a move toward dismantling the office, Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler said Sept. 27. Ruth Etzel,
head of the Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Children’s Health Protection, told colleagues that her
removal wasn’t for disciplinary reasons, according to a personal email from her, obtained by Bloomberg
Environment. Her office works to ensure the EPA’s actions and programs address children’s vulnerabilities.
Wheeler spoke to reporters at the agency’s headquarters Sept. 27. He declined to respond to additional questions
about Etzel, saying it was a personnel matter. Former EPA staff and members of the children’s health
community told Bloomberg Environment they’re concerned the agency’s action weakens the office’s ability to
protect children’s health, and could lead to the office’s closure. Etzel, a pediatrician, joined the agency in 2015.
Her office is part of the administrator’s office.

EPA: Emplovess on edpe as Tramp {eam reorganizes

GREENWIRE EPA is reshuffling its science, human resources and regional offices, leaving staffers worried
about the quality of the agency's work and about their careers. Top EPA officials yesterday informed staff that
they plan to eliminate the agency's science adviser's office and merge those positions into a division within
EPA's larger science shop, the Office of Research and Development, according to an employee who attended
the meeting. EPA is also planning to combine its human resources oftice with its information technology
division, sources told E&E News. These latest moves come as the Trump administration pursues a broader
reorganization at the agency, including a revamp of regional offices across the country. Staffers say they're still
waiting for details about how it will shake out and what it means for their jobs, but they're nervous in the
meantime. Employees are "very anxious," said Joe Edgell, president of National Treasury Employees Union
Chapter 280, which represents EPA employees in headquarters. "The union has been notified that there are a
tremendous number of reorgs going on right now," he said. Top EPA officials are telling staff that the plans are
"more efficient or more logically organized," he said. But "with reorgs come uncertainty about one's job, about
one's job assignments, about the work that people do in terms of protecting the environment, so people are very
anxious with that change. Given that there haven't been a lot of specifics about these reorgs, that enhances the
anxiety."...

EPA’s Wheeler Sunporting Praiit’s Superfund Cleanup Decizions

BLOOMBERG ENVIRONMENT EPA acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler‘s decisions on Superfund
cleanup plans are similar to those of his predecessor, Scott Pruitt. For some environmental advocates, that is
welcome news, but others, including companies, are frustrated. Wheeler signed off Sept. 27 on a final cleanup
plan for part of a contaminated, radioactive landfill outside St. Louis that chopped two years and $30 million off
Pruitt’s proposed plan. Under this plan, the EPA’s administrators under President Donald Trump are following
through on their promises to engage with communities and prioritize cleanup, environmental advocates said.
Wheeler’s plan cuts down on the time and cost of Pruitt’s plan, however, by focusing on excavating areas of
higher radioactivity to minimize the total amount of waste that needs to be handled. There is “not a large
difference” between his approach to Superfund remedies and Pruitt’s, Wheeler said. “We’re both following the
president’s initiatives here,” he told Bloomberg Environment after signing the finalized cleanup plan for the
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landfill Sept. 27...

Tradepeint Atlantic reaches seminal milestone in environmental remediation of Sparrows Point
AMERICAN JOURNAL OF TRANSPORTATION Tradepoint Atlantic, a 3,250-acre multimodal global
logistics center in Baltimore, Maryland featuring an unmatched combination of access to deep-water berths,
railroads, highways and storage space, announced today that in partnership with the Maryland Department of
the Environment (“MDE”) and the Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”), it has reached a critical juncture
in the environmental remediation of Sparrows Point, with the excavation and clean-up of the Tin Mill Canal.
The man-made Tin Mill Canal on the former Bethlehem Steel site was created to allow the conveyance of
contact water from steelmaking operations to pass into the site’s water treatment facility. Over the years,
process sediment built up in the canal. When Tradepoint Atlantic became the owner of the former steelmaking
property in 2014, it quickly entered into a collaboration with the MDE and EPA to clean up and restore the
iconic 3,250-acre industrial brownfield site at Sparrows Point, redeveloping the land to serve the global
economy of tomorrow. Earlier this year, Tradepoint Atlantic implemented a Maintenance Cleanup Plan to
excavate and remove the process sediment from the 7,500-foot Tin Mill Canal. “Tin Mill Canal is living proof
of tremendous progress in the overall cleanup of Sparrows Point after more than a century of steelmaking,” said
Maryland Environment Secretary Ben Grumbles. “The cleanup being done by Tradepoint Atlantic under
Maryland Department of the Environment and EPA oversight shows the value of working in partnership to
benefit Maryland’s economy while ensuring the environment and public health are protected.” “Restoring the
Tin Mill Canal and reducing the effects of a century of steelmaking was accomplished through a robust
collaboration among EPA, state and local partners,” said Cosmo Servidio, Regional Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency. “The Tin Mill Canal is an important milestone in the ongoing cleanup at
Sparrows Point but it is also a model for continued partnership on a larger scale across the full area of the
site.”...

EPA to Eliminate Office That Advises Ageney Chiel on Science

NEWS YORK TIMES WASHINGTON — The Environmental Protection Agency plans to dissolve its Office
of the Science Advisor, a senior post that was created to counsel the E.P.A. administrator on the scientific
research underpinning health and environmental regulations, according to a person familiar with the agency’s
plans. The person spoke anonymously because the decision had not yet been made public. The move is the
latest among several steps taken by the Trump administration that appear to have diminished the role of
scientific research in policymaking while the administration pursues an agenda of rolling back regulations. A
spokesman for the E.P.A. did not return emails or phone calls requesting comment on the move. Separately on
Tuesday, in an unusual move, the E.P.A. placed the head of its Office of Children’s Health, Dr. Ruth Etzel, on
administrative leave, while declining to give a reason for the move. Agency officials told Dr. Etzel, a respected
pediatric epidemiologist, that the move was not disciplinary. As the head of an office that regularly pushed to
tighten regulations on pollution, which can affect children more powerfully than adults, Dr. Etzel had clashed
multiple times with Trump administration appointees who sought to loosen pollution rules. The E.P.A’s science
adviser is currently Jennifer Orme-Zavaleta, an expert on the risks of chemicals to human health who has
worked at the E.P.A. since 1981, according to the agency’s website. Dr. Orme-Zavaleta did not respond to
emails and telephone messages requesting a response for comment. ..

Editorial: NJ shows nation how fo gel foxic chemical out of drinking water

PRESS OF ATLANTIC CITY (N.J.) Usually it’s not a bad idea to let the federal government set the allowable
standards for toxic substances in the nation’s water and food. Federal agencies have the size and expertise to
handle the challenging science. But regarding a family of chemicals used to make very tough plastics — the
kind used in nonstick cookware, fabric protectors and firefighting foams — New Jersey couldn’t wait. Its
history of manufacturing made protecting the public more urgent. So this month the state became the first in the
nation to limit one of the chemicals, PFNA (for perfluorononanoic acid). Beginning next year, water providers
must monitor supplies and reduce PFNA as needed to less than 13 parts per trillion in drinking water. That’s far
stricter than the federal government’s current health advisory. Exposure to the chemical at higher levels over
time can cause liver and kidney problems, reproductive problems in men, and delays in development of fetuses
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and infants. The state Department of Environmental Protection said PFNA contamination has been largely an
issue for the Delaware River in South Jersey, due to past discharges from a particular chemical plant. High
levels of it have been found in 11 public water systems and private wells in Salem and Gloucester counties near
the river. Bottlenose dolphins from Delaware Bay have been found to have the chemical in their blood at
concentrations well over 100 parts per billion... The EPA may catch up with New Jersey soon. It expects to
complete a national management plan for this family of chemicals by the end of the year that might include a
recommendation for limits on PFOA and PFOS. These chemicals cannot be effectively removed from drinking
water by most in-home water filters. Setting standards that require water suppliers to remove them is leadership
by New Jersey officials that benefits everyone.

PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

PSE&G launches 53418 proposal 10 boost energy efficiency, electnic vehicles ~ and rates Public Service Electric
and Gas Co., New Jersey's largest utility, has proposed a $4.1 billion plan to reduce energy consumption and
carbon emissions, including hundreds of millions for electric vehicle infrastructure, energy storage, and smart
meters. PSE&G says its six-year Clean Energy Future program would increase a typical residential bill about 50
cents a month in 2019, increasing to $7 a month by 2024. But it maintained that program would save customers
$7.4 billion in "lifetime energy costs" through reductions in consumption.Ralph Izzo, chairman of PSE&G's
parent company, Public Service Enterprise Group, called the program a "historic investment" that would help
meet Democratic Gov. Murphy's ambitious clean energy and climate goals."This is in lockstep with Gov.
Murphy's clean energy goals for the state," Dave Daly, the utility's president, said in a news briefing Thursday.
The proposal was greeted warily by New Jersey's ratepayer advocate and by large industrial users, who say
PSE&G's latest effort would generate hefty guaranteed returns for the utility's shareholders to finance programs
that best could be provided in the competitive market. "From a utility perspective, it's attractive," said Steven S.
Goldenberg, spokesman for New Jersey Large Energy Users Coalition. "From a consumers' perspective, these
are very expensive programs.”...

PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE
Wildlife, parks in Pa. depend on conservation program

In Pennsylvania, we are blessed with some amazing outdoor opportunities. I was lucky to grow up here and be
exposed to fishing and hunting among Pennsylvania’s forests and waters. An important but not often publicized
conservation program has helped protect many places we know and love throughout Pennsylvania — and it
soon may go away. For over 50 years, the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) has supported
opportunities to get outdoors across the state, including places like the Allegheny National Forest and the
Appalachian National Scenic Trail, as well as parks and playgrounds across the state. Growing up, I frequented
outdoor spaces that have been touched by LWCF like Mount Pisgah and Moraine State Park to hike and view
wildlife. I started hunting in my early 20s and discovered a deeper appreciation for public lands as I began to
explore state game lands in search of whitetail deer, turkeys, squirrels and rabbits. Over 50 state game lands in
Pennsylvania have acquired land through LWCF, providing Pennsylvania sportsmen and women like myself
ample hunting opportunities on public land. The LWCF has also provided support for places that are important
to our nation’s history, such as Gettysburg National Military Park, Valley Forge National Historical Park and
the Flight 93 National Memorial. It’s quite a shame that the program is set to expire on Sunday if Congress fails
to act. I call upon Pennsylvania’s congressional delegation to put aside its differences and come together to
ensure this important program continues for future generations. ..

PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE REVIEW
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Experts Tell Ofhicials To Be Caunous About Buving Piitsbureh Water Authonty Three water and sewer experts
urged Pittsburgh City Council on Thursday to be cautious when considering privatization and public-private
partnership proposals for the problem-plagued Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority. Under either scenario,
they said, customers would pay more over time than they would if PWSA improved the system on its own.
“When it comes right down to it there are only two ways that a private company can make a profit running a
public service: raising prices or cutting costs,” said Bill Henry, a Baltimore city councilman. “Raising prices is
raising the cost of water to your constituents, while cutting costs means either reducing worker pay and benefits
or reducing services, the brunt of which usually falls on low-income and communities of color.” Pittsburgh
Mayor Bill Peduto and a majority of city council members have pledged opposition to any privatization offer,
but are willing to consider partnership offers from the private sector as long as PWSA remains under public
ownership. Peduto has said he would not consider any offer until PWSA completes long-range projections on
what needs to be fixed and how much it would cost. The mayor has estimated it could cost up to $2 billion to
replace the system’s 100-year-old pipes and pumps...

Cet. 10 Pintsbursh Workshop Will Cover Farmland Preservation Strategies An all-day workshop on farmland
preservation strategies will be held at the Mattress Factory Museum, 500 Sampsonia Way, Pittsburgh, on
Wednesday, Oct. 10. The training is part of a series of workshops that the National Young Farmers Coalition is
offering around the country. Information covered in the training will include: understanding the context and
challenge of secure land access for farmers; tools and strategies to improve land access for farmers in
Pennsylvania; a farmer’s perspective on land access; and legal considerations...

et A Free Tree If You Live In Alleghenv County Allegheny County residents can get free trees at two
upcoming events. In an effort to recover tree canopy lost in Allegheny County, the nonprofit Tree Pittsburgh is
giving away free trees on Oct. 13 at the Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG Aquarium and Nov. 3 at the North Park Ice
Rink... The tree giveaways are co-sponsored by Duquesne Light, the Arbor Day Foundation, TruGreen, and
FedEx. Tree Pittsburgh is planning to distribute 1,000 trees, 500 at each event. Trees will be in two- or three-
gallon containers and will range from two to seven feet tall and can fit in a car or truck. Species include river
birch, sycamore, cornelian cherry dogwood, black gum, tulip poplar, and more. Species cannot be guaranteed
and are subject to availability.

THE INCLINE.COM

10 Things To Know About Orthophosphate Corming To Pitisburgh Drinking Water Treatrnent In an effort to
further reduce lead levels in city drinking water, the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority is preparing to add a
new chemical to the supply here aimed at forming a natural, protective barrier between lead pipes and the water
we consume. That additive is orthophosphate, already in use as a lead control measure in New York City,

levels in a matter of months. But how does it work? Is it safe? Is it environmentally friendly? And what do the
experts think of the authority’s plan? To answer those questions and more, we spoke with the DEP, PWSA | and
local water management experts, and we consulted published research on the subject. Here’s what we found...
STATE IMPACT PENNSYLVANIA

Lawmakers consider tougher penalties for vandalizing pipelines, power planis As states grapple with how to
respond to protests over pipelines and other infrastructure projects, Pennsylvania lawmakers are considering a
bill that would establish tougher penalties against people who vandalize “critical infrastructure” facilities like
pipelines and power plants. Senate Bill 652 would make vandalism against those facilities its own crime,
ranging from a second degree misdemeanor to a third degree felony depending on the amount of property
damage. It would also establish felony charges for people who trespass with the intent to damage equipment or
impede the operations of the facility. A House committee advanced the measure earlier this week, amending a
different version that passed the Senate earlier this year. Rep. John Maher, R-Upper St. Clair, chairs the House
Environmental Resources and Energy Committee, which approved the bill on a near-party-line vote with
Republicans in favor. He said the measure is necessary to adequately punish people who commit crimes that
affect the greater community, like cutting a fiber optic line that provides Internet and phone service. He said the
new charges would fall between two extremes. “Having a petty trespassing or terrorism charge as the only two
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options seems to be leaving our prosecutors a bit scratching their heads, and I just think it’s important that they
have the tools they need,” he said. The amendments adopted by the committee scrapped some language that
critics feared would hinder protesters’ First Amendment rights. Maher said the new version excludes charging
protesters who simply enter a property with the tougher sanctions. ..

LAW 360

EPA Reaches Settlement For Philadelphia Supertund Cleanup Law360 (September 26, 2018, 6:04 PM EDT) --
The Environmental Protection Agency simultaneously filed a complaint and proposed consent decree in
Pennsylvania federal court Tuesday to settle a dispute with the former operator of a toxic metal scrap yard at a
Philadelphia Superfund site. The suit claims Illinois-based Versatile Metals Inc. is liable for nearly $1.5 million
that the EPA has spent in recent years to stop the release of polychlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs, into the
Delaware River through a sewer line on the site. Also on Tuesday, the EPA submitted a proposed consent
decree to the court, agreeing to settle the case for $42,000 because of Versatile's "limited ability to pay,"
according to the document. Versatile also agreed to assign the government certain insurance rights. An EPA
representative said in an email that, while the consent decree is subject to review and public comment for 30
days, the litigation is not ongoing. "In order for there to be a formal settlement of government claims, there
must also be a case or controversy — which is documented in the simultaneously-filed complaint," said EPA
senior advisor Joan T. Schafer. "Because the government and Versatile Metals have reached a settlement, there
is no ongoing litigation." The complaint cites a 1980s dispute between Versatile Metals and the site's owner at
the time, Metal Bank, in which a federal judge — also in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania — found that
Versatile Metals was liable for any contamination after 1984, when it over the operation of the metal scrap yard.
“Versatile Metals likely caused spills of PCBs during its operations at the [scrap yard] when it mishandled
transformers or capacitors,” the suit says. In addition to seeking reimbursement for past cleanup costs, the EPA
requested a declaratory judgment to hold Versatile Metals responsible for any future costs or damages at the
site. Metal Bank operated the scrap yard from 1969 to 1984, according to the complaint, until Versatile Metals
agreed to lease it and sell off the scrap metal assets. In the meantime, the complaint says, the metal was stored
“outdoors in large piles.” ... The government is represented by Nathaniel Douglas and Robert S. Hasson of the
U.S. Department of Justice’s Environmental Enforcement Section.

DEIAWARE RIVERKFEPER
Drelpware RiverBeeper Sept. 28 RiverWateh Video Renont

BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES

Yolunteers needed for Bristol Marsh cleanup Saturday The Heritage Conservancy, a Doylestown Township-
based nonprofit, is making a last push for volunteers to aid in the cleanup of the Bristol Marsh on Saturday. The
11-acre marsh, located between the far southern end of Bristol Borough and the property owned by Rohm &
Haas, now Dow, is one of heavily developed Lower Bucks’ ecological jewels. It’s also one of the Delaware
River’s last freshwater tidal marshes, and helps to filter pollution from Lower Bucks waterways before they
reach the river. A variety of flora and fauna are supported by the marsh, in particular macroinvertebrates such as
crayfish and insect species. “Our cleanup will help to keep the land free of trash so that cigarette butts, bottles
and grocery bags won’t wash into Bristol Marsh and the Delaware River,” said Shannon Fredebaugh-Siller,
senior community engagement associate with the Heritage Conservancy. “By protecting the land, we protect the
water, which we all rely on to drink, for recreation, and to support plant and animal diversity.” The cleanup will
run from 10 a.m. to noon with volunteers gathering at the northwest end of the parking lot near Bristol Borough
Riverfront Park. Volunteers should bring work gloves, drinking water and a trash picking stick, if they have
one, and should wear clothes appropriate for the weather and sturdy close-toed shoes. They are encouraged to
preregister with Liz Barmach at ebarmach{mherntageconservancy org.

DOYLESTOWN INTELLIGENCER

East Bockiunll officials sav no setterment reached in federal guarry case East Rockhill supervisors said Tuesday
night there was no agreement reached at a court-ordered settlement conference with representatives of Richard
E. Pierson Materials Corp. over its quarry operation in the township. Pierson, of Pilesgrove, New Jersey, is the
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operator of the Rockhill Quarry, which is appealing a township zoning permit denial from earlier this year as
well as an injunction originally filed in the Bucks County Court of Common Pleas by the township in May. The
case was moved to the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia because the
case involves parties from two states and because the monetary ramifications are greater than $75,000. The
company has maintained an active mining permit from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection since effectively shutting down 30 years ago, by removing at least 500 tons of rock per year, the
minimum requirement, from the roughly 140-acre site...

GETTYSBURG TIMES

Local sovernments urued 1o team up to meet water mandates To keep from drowning in a flood of costly water-
quality mandates, local governments must collaborate. That was a bond attorney’s message Thursday during a
meeting of the Adams County Council of Governments (ACCOG). In attendance were approximately 30
representatives of boroughs, townships, school districts, and other entities...

HARRISBURG PATRIOT NEWS

Three Mile Island: One Group Asks To Save Plant, Another Calls This A Bailour The potential closure of Three
Mile Island is a year away, and one organization is asking lawmakers to pass legislation to save the plant,
nuclear power and jobs. But another group is calling this a "bailout of the uncompetitive Three Mile Island."
The Citizens Against Nuclear Bailout responded to today's rativ in Middletown, hosted by the Clean Jobs for
Pennsylvania coalition, saying "our coalition values all sources of energy, so long as all power generation
industries compete by the same rules, without government mandates or subsidies." Three Mile Island lost $300
million over the last eight years, officials from the owning company, Exelon Corp., said last year. TMI has not
been profitable for six years as a result of persistently low wholesale energy prices and market rules that treat
polluting plants the same as emissions-free sources of power, Exelon says. Officials have argued that nuclear
power plants are not permitted to participate in clean energy programs, though they provide 93 percent of clean
energy out there, and are asking legislators to "level the playing field," making TMI competitive. But the
Citizens Against Nuclear Bailouts countered in a statement today: "Pennsylvania's deregulated electric industry
has produced a competitive energy marketplace that empowers consumer choice and prices below the national
average. A competitive marketplace has also spurred billions of dollars of private investment in new and more
efficient power generating resources, supporting thousands of construction jobs, economic growth and new tax
revenue for communities throughout the state."...

LANCASTER NEWSPAPERS

Public invited 1o review plans 1o reduce soil and manure runoff in Lancaster A bold initiative to let Lancaster
County groups and leaders decide how to best meet required reductions in manure and soil runoff related to the
Chesapeake Bay is ready for a big reveal. The newly established Lancaster Clean Water Partners is inviting the
public to a release of a draft plan from 1-2:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 3, at the Farm & Home Center, 1383
Arcadia Road. The draft, put together by experts and leaders from Lancaster County, will be given to the public
at the meeting and attendees can then voice their likes, dislikes and new ideas. The plan will then be revised
before being submitted to the state Department of Environmental Protection by the end of November. After
years of dictating how reductions of nutrients and sediment would be made to fulfill Pennsylvania’s
commitment to the Chesapeake Bay cleanup, DEP has decided to let counties set the agenda...

sportsmen and conservation groups to discuss common issues at Middle Creek Common ground between the
wants of sportsmen and conservation groups will be on display on Friday, Oct. 5, at the Second Annual
Pennsylvania Sportsmen’s Forum at the Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area Visitor’s Center. Sponsored
by the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, the forum will be held from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The event is free and
includes a lunch and optional tour of Middle Creek. The featured speaker will be John Arway, executive
director of the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission. A dozen other speakers through the day will discuss
stream buffers and restoration, trout conservation, landscape connectivity, food plots, hemlock restoration along
Pine Creek, young forest habitat and the benefits of prescribed fire.
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Fditorial: Take easy steps 1o help reduce the threat of West Nile virus,.. Harlan H. Hoover, 81, of Gordonville,
died Sept. 17 at Lancaster General Hospital “after contracting West Nile virus,” according to his obituary in
LNP. His is one of two deaths in the state attributed to the mosquito-borne virus. We can’t prevent every case of
West Nile virus, and, sadly, we can’t completely stop it from taking lives. But there are things we should
continue doing to significantly reduce this public health threat. It’s been extremely wet in Lancaster County
during the second half of the summer and into the beginning of autumn. That water has collected in stagnant
puddles, gutters, retention ponds and thousands of other potential breeding grounds for mosquitoes. All that
water has keep the threat levels for mosquitoes and West Nile virus high. Don’t take our word for it...

Sull green: Pennsvivania issues fivst foliave report; foresiry expert warns colors this vear could be late, muted
Pennsylvania’s forests are still, for the most part, fairly green. The state Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources posted its first weekly foliaze report on Thursday. It notes that “the deep-green of
Pennsylvania’s foliage is largely unchanged throughout the state as the fall foliage season begins. “However,
foresters have noted some localized areas of early leaf drop on maple, cherry, and oak species due to the
excessively wet summer and related outbreaks of fungi,” it says. “Despite these setbacks, commonwealth
forests are still well-stocked with leaves of over 100 tree, shrub, and vine species.” Cooler, more seasonal
temperatures should deliver “some great fall color,” the report says. Most woody regions can expect peak color
in three to four weeks, with colorful displays likely to appear first across the northern counties, according to the
website. Additional reports will be posted through the end of the season — most likely for six weeks — at

[chifintrtelal: ool ive R

month. Reed said the heavy rains this year have spurred tree growth in many areas, but also have caused
outbreaks of fungal diseases in some woodlands. Anthracnose, for instance, is a “fairly widespread” fungus that
targets maple trees, Reed said. It can cause dead spots on leaves and premature defoliation. But, because of the
diversity of Pennsylvania’s tree population, the state “is a slam-dunk for fall foliage,” he said...

WEST CHESTER DAILY LOCAL NEWS

State Lawmakers Asked To Take Action On Potennial Nuclear Plant Closures As Pennsylvania has become a
prime oil and natural gas producing state thanks to the hydraulic fracturing process in recent years, it can be
easy to forget that it’s also home to several nuclear power plants generating massive amounts of electricity each
year. Within the next few years, though, three of those plants are set to close, potentially making the power grid
in the state and the Northeast more susceptible to interruptions as other sources of power that are more prone to
disruption cover the difference. Pennsylvania’s bicameral Nuclear Energy Caucus, which is made up of a group
of representatives and senators from the districts that host nuclear plants, have explored the economic
ramifications of the potential closures at length, considering how the communities would be affected by the loss
of a major employer and how energy markets would be reshaped. But this week, the caucus hosted a series of
national security experts who explained that the potential impact of the closures could echo far beyond the
boundaries of the state. “The Department of Defense is utterly dependent on the resilient flow of electric power
in order to be able to do its jobs at home and abroad,” said Paul Stockton, a former DoD official. “Things turn
really bad in the South China Sea, we need to make sure that ... we can ship the ammunition, get our forces to
where they need, be able to deploy and sustain them. ... The power generators, including nuclear power
generation here in Pennsylvania, [are] absolutely vital to national security. And guess what: the bad guys know
that, don't they?”...

WILLIAMSPORT SUN-GAZETTE

City Council approves joint pollution plan with township

City Council approved an agreement between the city and Loyalsock Township Thursday for the joint
Chesapeake Bay Pollution Reduction Plan. The agreement, signed by Loyalsock Township Tuesday, was
approved but with a requirement to have Larson Design Group and officials with the township and Williamsport
Municipal Water and Sanitary Authority meet with council in October. The pollution reduction plan must be
submitted by Oct. 2 to the state Department of Environmental Protection. Penalties and fines were possible if
the memorandum had not been signed by Oct. 2, said Chelsea Myers, outgoing city planner. The city will have
Mark Benner, engineer-in-training, Gary Knarr, zoning administrator, and Adam Winder, general manager of
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the city streets and parks department, work on the process of nutrient reduction documentation, Mayor Gabriel
J. Campana said. “This can’t be patchwork,” said Councilman Randall J. Allison, adding he is concerned about
the complexities and documentation necessary to accomplish these goals. Calculations of sediment load must be
made for lowering silt counts per year. The city must reduce 99,956 pounds and the township must reduce
189,429 pounds per year and has five years to accomplish the task. The estimate shows more sediment
reduction must come from the township than out of the city. But the sediment reduction can’t come from a part
of the combined sewer system area...

Lovalsock Township 1o tour roads, submits stormwater plan The Loyalsock Township supervisors plan to take a
tour of township roads next month to view local projects and repairs the township was involved in this year. The
tour on Oct. 18 also will provide an opportunity for the supervisors to visit a number of properties damaged by
flood waters over the summer. “It’s the work that we did to help correct those problems and help clean (the
properties) up,” said Bill Burdett, township manager. “It’s good to get out. They can look at the roads we’ve
paved and any new developments going on,” Burdett said. “We have a lot of good stuff to show them this
time.” The supervisors also will visit the township’s pump station, which was repaired after recently having an
electrical outage...

YORK DISPATCH

Editorial: Combine Torces o fight deer-threatening diseases State Game Commission officials have been
responding in recent days to dozens of reports of dead deer throughout central Pennsylvania — an issue that is
neither unique nor limited to the Keystone State. The cases were reported primarily in northern Chester and
southern Berks counties. Local officials are awaiting lab results to determine the cause of death but suspect the
culprit is something called epizootic hemorrhagic disease (EHD). The often-fatal virus, which infects the white-
tailed deer population, is no stranger to the state. Indeed, it is found nationwide. If EHD is confirmed, it won’t
be the only health threat faced by the state’s deer population. Game Commission officials have been traveling
the state to warn the public about Chronic Wasting Disease. CWD, as it is called, was first detected in
Pennsylvania in 2002. It continues to spread rapidly. Among the Game Commission’s tools for combating the
infectious disease has been the creation of several Deer Management Areas, the most recent of which
encompasses parts of Lancaster, Lebanon and Berks counites. (A map of all designated areas and other
information about CWD can be found o the commission’s website )... The 2014 watershed agreement brought
together Pennsylvania, five other states and the District of Columbia in a joint effort that has been credited for
improving water quality in Chesapeake Bay. Similarly combining forces to manage and mitigate deer-
threatening diseases could likewise strengthen hunting and related economic conditions in Pennsylvania and
neighboring states. And coordinating policies among states could simplify compliance for hunters. In the
meantime, Pennsylvania officials are urging hunters and other wildlife enthusiasts to assist in monitoring the
problems. The Game Commission is encouraging residents to call 610-926-3136 to report dead, sick or injured
deer. And it has CWD information sessions planned for Sept. 26 in Shippensburg; Sept. 27 in Brockway,
Jefferson County; and Oct. 18 in Denver, Lancaster County. Details are available on the commuission’s website
www . pge.pa.zov. With deer-hunting season about to begin there is no better time for state hunters to review
policies regarding CWD and related issues. And no better time for game officials in Pennsylvania and
neighboring states to explore ways to coordinate efforts to subdue CWD to the benefit of the region’s hunting
population.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

WASHINGTON POST

D.C. Council will consider law to strengthen prevention of lead poisoning in homes Safety measures to ensure
that children are protected from the dangers of lead poisoning while living in District homes may soon become
a lot more stringent. The D.C. Council is considering a bill to shore up weaknesses in lead-poisoning-prevention
laws that in recent years have led to elevated blood lead levels for some low-income children in subsidized
rental housing. “When you’re thinking about vulnerable families in rental units or on vouchers, you’re talking
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about families who don’t have the same level of agency or capacity to up and move somewhere,” said council
member Charles Allen (D-Ward 6), who introduced the bill this month. “So we need to make sure we’re doing
everything we can to make sure they’re safe.” The legislation, which has six co-sponsors and appears to have
the support of two additional council members, would strengthen laws in several crucial ways. It would require
all landlords renting property built before 1978, the year lead paint was effectively banned, to provide a
clearance report to new tenants showing that inspectors have done lead-dust testing and the property is safe. It
would also strengthen steps for remediation, which may include asking landlords to remove baseboards in units
where lead has been found to keep potential contaminants out of a child’s reach. The law would also establish a
fund to offset landlord expenses when making repairs so the supply of affordable housing is not affected...

EPA orders extensive cleanup of radicactive waste site near 8t Louis The Environmental Protection Agency on
Thursday ordered an aggressive cleanup of a long-controversial landfill contaminated with radioactive waste
near St. Louis, delighting community activists who have fought for such an outcome but angering companies
who argue that the agency’s own science called for a more modest cleanup. “This action reflects President
Trump’s commitment to return EPA to its core responsibility — clean air, clean water and clean land,” EPA
Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler said at a morning news conference of the West Lake Landfill in
Bridgeton, Mo., which has lingered on the agency’s Superfund list since 1990. “We believe this decision strikes
the right balance, while emphasizing the health and safety of the community.” Wheeler’s decision is the latest
signal that he intends to largely follow the policy course set out by his predecessor, Scott Pruitt, who resigned
from EPA in July amid a flurry of federal ethics investigations. Pruitt was eager during his tenure to balance his
industry-friendly regulatory rollbacks with a commitment to accelerating cleanups at the nation’s Superfund
sites, saying such work was more central to the agency’s mission than combating climate change and helping
shift the nation to cleaner sources of energy. Wheeler, who has continued to dismantle Obama-era policies, said
Thursday that his decision on West Lake “reflects our larger commitment to the nation to expedite the
remediation of Superfund sites across the country.” The EPA’s order, which caps decades of bureaucratic delay,
intense debates and public protests, is expected to take fewer than five years and cost those responsible for the
site an estimated $205 million...

DELAWARE

WILMINGTON NEWS JOURNAL

Atter subaidy challenge in Delaware, Bloom announces new 3100 milbion financimg deal A week after a
Middletown resident filed a challenge to Bloom Energy's subsidy in Delaware, the company announced a $100
million deal with Key Bank...

Raimn takes a toll on Delaware farms, but not all 15 lost Lots of rain this spring and summer have posed serious
challenges for Delaware's farmers. They're hoping for an end as falls marks the height of apple and pumpkin
picking. ..

Whacky weather patterns present sericus challenges for Delaware’s farmmers Prolonged rains have meant serious
challenges for Delaware's farmers. But there are still plenty of apples and pumpkins for the pickin'...

MIDDLETOWN TRANSCRIPT

Delaware to distribute potassium iodide tablets The Delaware Emergency Management Agency and Delaware
Division of Public Health will distribute potassium iodide tablets to Delaware residents living within a 10-mile
radius of the Salem/Hope Creek Nuclear Generating Stations called the Emergency Planning Zone. The free
tablets will be distributed from noon to 7 p.m. Oct. 4 at the Middletown Fire Hall, 27 W. Green St. Residents
living within the 10-mile radius have received notification of the distribution via U.S. Mail. Potassium iodide
will be available to residents who received it previously and whose tablets have reached the expiration date, or
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those who never received the tablets before. Individuals with home or business addresses within the EPZ are
eligible to receive tablets. Delaware received the tablets when it chose to participate in a program initiated by
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission...

WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON GAZETTE-MAIL

Landowners facing irreparable harm from MVP, lawvers argue Mountain Valley Pipeline never sufficiently
showed that it would face harm without access to landowners’ properties, lawyers for those landowners told the
4th Circuit Court of Appeals in Richmond, Virginia, on Tuesday. They also said that, as court battles over the
pipeline continue to play out, the landowners are facing irreparable harm. Oral arguments were available on
audio recording Wednesday. The case challenges the preliminary injunctions issued by three district judges that
granted Mountain Valley Pipeline immediate possession in condemnation proceedings. It’s the first of five
pipeline hearings playing out in Richmond this week. On Friday, a panel of judges will hear arguments in two
cases challenging permits issued to the Mountain Valley Pipeline, and two challenging the Atlantic Coast
Pipeline. On Tuesday, though, lawyers challenged the injunction granted to developers, and their ability to take
property without immediately compensating landowners. “You’d better believe losing possession is important
to these landowners,” Christopher Johns, a lawyer for the landowners, said. “It’s substantive to them, and it
makes a difference to them.” Allowing early possession through a preliminary injunction through condemnation
under the Natural Gas Act is far-reaching and unconstitutional, Johns argued. And Mountain Valley Pipeline’s
claims of irreparable harm without access to land were only possible, not inevitable, said Derek Teaney, an
Appalachian Mountain Advocates lawyer. Mountain Valley Pipeline had said it would face economic loss and
lose its Federal Energy Regulatory Commission certificate without speedy access to properties, Teaney said...

WV's largest coal operator fighting back against growing natural gas industry Three years ago, a group of
residents in West Virginia’s northern panhandle formed a new group, the Ohio Valley Jobs Alliance, and
declared themselves a “voice for local jobs.” A few months later, however, the group’s first major action was
aimed not at creating jobs, but at blocking them. In November 2015, the alliance, known as the OVJA, filed a
legal appeal to challenge a key permit for construction of the Moundsville Power project, a natural gas-fired
plant in Marshall County. The move was puzzling. Backers of Moundsville Power said the project would be a
significant boost for the area, providing 500 jobs annually during a three-year construction period and 30
permanent jobs once it was operational. Supporters said the project was a way for residents to capture more
economic gains from West Virginia’s booming natural gas industry. The legal action, it turns out, was funded
by Murray Energy Corp., one of the nation’s largest coal producers, one of the group’s leaders testified in a
deposition in the case. Murray Energy’s founder and CEO is Robert E. Murray, who is among the nation’s best-
known advocates for reviving the coal industry and cutting regulations related to it. The OVJA also is seeking
to stop two other natural gas power plants proposed for West Virginia, and Murray Energy has acknowledged
paying “certain legal fees” for the group. Like the Moundsville plant, the facilities proposed for Harrison and
Brooke counties would provide hundreds of construction jobs for several years and then about 30 permanent
positions. All told, the three plants would cost more than $2 billion to build. Power plants need several kinds of
government permits, and the jobs alliance has focused its legal attacks on air-pollution permits issued by the
West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection and utility “certificates of need” permits handled by the
state Public Service Commission...

WEST VIRGINIA PUBLIC BROADCASTING
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More Women are Becoming Farmers, Especially 1n W, Va. When you think of a farmer, what comes to mind? Is
it a man in his 60s, with a beard, sitting on a tractor? Maybe several years ago you would be right, but the tide is
changing, especially in West Virginia. “I think we’ve earned the respect of fellow farmers that we’re here and
we’re for real,” said Darla Stemple, who runs a farm in Aurora, West Virginia, in Preston County. She and her
sister Debbie Fike run Vested Heirs Farm together. They grow 10 different vegetables and fruits, including
lettuce and strawberries. Darla and Debbie’s Grandparents started this farm in 1934. Through the years, the
farm passed to the men in their family, until it was their brother’s turn to take on the family business. “He had
no interest in taking it over, so here we are,” said Debbie Fike. Debbie and Darla were not ready to give up their
family’s land, so they stepped up to the plate, along with their friend Cindy Murphy, and Debbie’s husband BJ
Fike. Debbie and Darla grew up on a farm, so agriculture is nothing new to them, but being the ones in charge
was, and it took some getting used to. “It either succeeds or fails on what we do today, and that’s self-
satisfaction," said Stemple. Even though women have made a bigger splash in farming over the last few
decades, the industry is still male dominated, and Darla said sometimes when people come to the farm, they get
lost looking for the farmer. “Occasionally they’ll look for the man in charge. Usually you aren’t going to find
anyone but us here,” said Stemple. 14 percent of farmers across the country are women, according to the United
States Department of Agriculture. “I think we came into it at the right time. The woman in Ag s evolving, and
it’s more popular now than it’s ever been,” said Stemple...

WHEELING INTELLIGENCER

Study Looks To Connect Ranl-Trails Between Pittsburgh, Cleveland Rbirouch Weirton What would the best
route be to expand a recreational bicycle trail through the city of Weirton, connecting existing systems and
attracting visitors from across the country? Recreation officials, bicycle enthusiasts, planners and others
gathered at the Millsop Community Center Thursday to collect comments for just such an idea, hoping to
incorporate local feedback into a plan which would link riding trails between Pittsburgh and Cleveland. The
Northern West Virginia Brownfields Assistance Center and the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy recently launched a
connectivity and feasibility study for trail development in the Northern Panhandle, connecting local trails as
well as those in Pennsylvania and Ohio. Eric Oberg, of the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, explained a similar
study already has been completed linking Pittsburgh to Parkersburg, helping to show the assets along the
existing trailways, as well as gaps between the systems and what would be needed to complete the links. “It’s a
very detailed roadmap,” Oberg said. In the Northern Panhandle, there are several existing trails, including the
Panhandle Trail, which begins in Weirton and leads into Pennsylvania; the Yankee Trail and the Brooke
Pioneer Trail in Wellsburg and the Wheeling Heritage Trail. Currently, a gap exists in the trail networks
between Weirton and Wellsburg. “It’s one of the trickiest spots for proposing a trail,” Anna Withrow, of the
Brownfields Assistance Center, explained. “We just want to look at where would be a reasonable place to put
the trail.”...

THE REVIEW (LIVERPOOL, OH)

Cleanup of Tormer pottery site earns Environmental Impact Award CHARLESTON, W .Va. — During the
annual 2018 West Virginia Brownfields Conference in Charleston last week, the Business Development
Corporation of the Northern Panhandle (BDC), and its partners, Hancock County Commission and city of
Chester, were recognized with the Environmental Impact Award for the top brownfield redevelopment project
in the state for the former TS&T Potter site, now the Rock Springs Business Park, in Chester. The
environmental impact award, presented by the West Virginia Brownfields Assistance Center, recognizes a
project, organization, or community that has made a significant impact on the cleanup of environmental hazards
through a single or multiple projects. “The award, and the efforts that made it possible, are significant on many
levels,” said BDC Board Chair C. William D’Alesio. “There have been years of work, behind the scenes, with
the Hancock County Commission, residents of Chester, USEPA, WVDEP, and WVEDA officials that have
made it possible for the BDC to acquire, remediate, and develop this former factory site.” “From a professional
basis, this is what we do in the background to make these projects happen,” explained BDC Executive Director
Patrick Ford. “Everyone focuses on the public side of things, the up-front things that you see. But when you
develop a project on a brownfield, you work with funders, regulatory agencies, consultants, remediation
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specialists, and contractors to satisfy all the regulatory and construction issues necessary to redevelop the site.”
A brownfield is a property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by the
presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant...

MARYLAND

BALTIMORE CITYBIZ LIST.COM

Tradepoint Atlanuc Reaches Semuinal Milestone in Hnvironmental Remediation of Sparrows Point (Wednesday)
Tradepoint Atlantic, a 3,250-acre multimodal global logistics center in Baltimore, Maryland featuring an
unmatched combination of access to deep-water berths, railroads, highways and storage space, announced today
that in partnership with the Maryland Department of the Environment (“MDE”) and the Environmental
Protection Agency (“EPA”), it has reached a critical juncture in the environmental remediation of Sparrows
Point, with the excavation and clean-up of the Tin Mill Canal. The man-made Tin Mill Canal on the former
Bethlehem Steel site was created to allow the conveyance of contact water from steelmaking operations to pass
into the site’s water treatment facility. Over the years, process sediment built up in the canal. When Tradepoint
Atlantic became the owner of the former steelmaking property in 2014, it quickly entered into a collaboration
with the MDE and EPA to clean up and restore the iconic 3,250-acre industrial brownfield site at Sparrows
Point, redeveloping the land to serve the global economy of tomorrow. Earlier this year, Tradepoint Atlantic
implemented a Maintenance Cleanup Plan to excavate and remove the process sediment from the 7,500-foot Tin
Mill Canal... “Restoring the Tin Mill Canal and reducing the effects of a century of steelmaking was
accomplished through a robust collaboration among EPA, state and local partners,” said Cosmo Servidio,
Regional Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency. “The Tin Mill Canal is an important
milestone in the ongoing cleanup at Sparrows Point but it is also a model for continued partnership on a larger
scale across the full area of the site.”...

SALISBURY DAILY TIMES

Agnculture and aviation, A vital Marviand parinership Most people don’t appreciate the size and scope of
Maryland’s agriculture sector. With more than 12,000 farms statewide, the industry has an economic impact of
$2.2 billion each year. Split between the Eastern Shore and western shore by the Chesapeake Bay, the
agricultural sector is a diverse set of markets dominated by poultry, dairy, corn, soybeans, small grains, nursery
and seafood. However, with increasing competition and globalization, our farms large and small need every tool
in their arsenal. One tool many people don't realize the agriculture sector relies on is small aircraft. Starting at
the end of the harvest up until the freezing period, farmers rely on fixed wing and rotary wing aircraft to aerial
seed cover crops. These same aircraft are used throughout the harvest to protect our crops from pests and
diseases...

ANNAPQLIS CAPITAL GAZETTE

Columbia guthor aims o tan vouthiul hone for Farth's fudure in cauttonary "The Big Melt' The week after a
flash flood hit historic Ellicott City in July 2016, Ned Tillman set to work. The catastrophe, which claimed two
lives and devastated the old mill town, was deemed by experts to be a 1,000-year flood — a storm that has a 1
in 1,000 chance of occurring in any given year. Many Howard County residents took some comfort in the idea
that the deluge was a fluke weather event that wouldn’t repeat itself and rallied behind the resilient town as
business owners and residents staged a comeback. But Tillman, a Columbia scientist with two nonfiction books
on the environment to his credit, saw the disaster through a different lens.He viewed it as another wake-up call
to the pressing reality of climate change — and that was before the second flash flood occurred May 27 and
caused even greater damage along Main Street. The author and member of the Howard County Environmental
Sustainability Board decided to write his first novel to reach out to a new audience — middle and high school
students — with the message that those who ignore or delay acting upon the problem of climate change are
risking their very future. The result is “The Big Melt,” a 237-page softcover book with an illustrated cover of
two teens standing in the middle of the road in a historic-looking town...
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CHESAPEAKE BAY JOURNAL

Officals find that theyv're all in the same boat when trying to control runott

On the Bea Hayman Clark, the educational vessel that takes hundreds of school-age children and their teachers
out on the Potomac River each year, Sam Woolford is used to teaching students what the river is like now, and
what it could be like in the future. But, occasionally, he takes out the people who need to make that possible
future a reality — local and state leaders. With both groups, though, there’s some fundamental similarities, like
learning the rules. “When I say drop the rope, that means drop the rope,” Woolford said, not necessarily
chiding, but emphasizing the rules before letting a group of state and local officials, along with their aides and
some family members, haul in a net full of the river’s fish on a mid-August trip. He repeated the instructions
one more time — and made those manning the rope practice — to get the point across over the din of a couple-
dozen people in conversation. The passengers boarded the boat in Alexandria, VA, for a day off from their desk
work. They wanted to learn about the waterways many of them are charged with protecting, whether through
enforcing existing regulations at the local level or writing new ones in the Virginia General Assembly...

Localities seek help with their role 1n Chesapeake region cleanup effort As the Bay region enters the next leg of
the Chesapeake cleanup effort, local governments will need more help — both financially and with technical
assistance — if they are to ramp up their efforts. That was the message delivered by local officials to the
Chesapeake Executive Council, the top policymaking body for Bay restoration work, when it met in Baltimore
in August. “Local governments can be resourceful, innovative and effective partners in watershed protection
and restoration,” said Bruce Williams, chair of the Chesapeake Bay Program Local Government Advisory
Committee and the former mayor of Takoma Park, MD. “However, we need the tools and resources required for
success.” It’s a message, he reminded Executive Council members, that the committee has been raising for a
decade, but it is more urgent than ever as pollution control efforts needed between now and the 2025 cleanup
deadline are likely to cost billions of dollars, with local governments shouldering a significant portion of the
expense. The Chesapeake Bay Executive Council includes the governors of Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania,
West Virginia, Delaware and New York; the mayor of the District of Columbia; the administrator of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency; and the chair of the Chesapeake Bay Commission, an advisory body that
represents state legislatures...

Local Government Advisery Committee 18 here 1o help — st tell us what vou need What prevents you from
doing more to protect the water resources in your community? Is it simply a matter of insufficient funds? Do
you have staff within your organization who can plan, implement and maintain watershed protection and
restoration projects if you have the funding? Do you know who to go to with questions or for guidance about
reducing nutrient and sediment loads in your community? In my experience, it’s a little bit of all of these that
keeps local governments from doing more. This is the message the Local Government Advisory Committee to
the Chesapeake Executive Council delivered to the Chesapeake Bay Program leadership when they met on Aug,
7 in Baltimore. It’s the same message that the LGAC has been raising for years, but as I told the Executive
Council, it’s time for action! For the second year in a row, the LGAC called on the Executive Council to
conduct an evaluation of the nature, sufficiency and scope of technical assistance resources and programs
available to local governments for the purpose of establishing new, re-tooling existing, or expanding state
and/or federal programs to achieve greater effectiveness in watershed implementation plans. To get the ball
rolling, the LGAC will be convening our annual local government forum where we bring in outside experts to
help us develop detailed recommendations to address a particular challenge facing local governments. This year
we’ll be focusing on the issue of meeting local governments’ needs for technical assistance. ..

FREDERICK NEWS-POST

One fish, two fish, blue catfish . huge fish Mary Groves has worked on the Potomac River for 30 years and she
knows there are giant, blue, eating machines in Maryland’s tidal waters. Weighing 50 or 60 pounds, a blue
catfish is akin to a vacuum. As an opportunistic eater, the fish will consume smaller fish, crabs and eggs in the
state’s tidal rivers. In neighboring Virginia, the species has been recorded weighing over 100 pounds, and it’s
anticipated that some of these super-giants may already be in Maryland’s waters. “It’s not just one or two fish,
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it’s a lot,” said Groves, who is the southern regional manager for Inland Fisheries at the Maryland Department
of Natural Resources. Introduced in Virginia during the 1960s, the blue catfish was meant to be a sport fish for
recreational anglers. But with no natural predators, the fish has swelled to four-times or more the weight of
other species with which it shares an ecosystem. The solution? Eat your way out of the problem, said Ron
Buckhalt, director of seafood marketing at the Maryland Department of Agriculture. Earlier this month, four
state agencies announced a combined effort to reduce the number of blue catfish in the state’s rivers and the
Chesapeake Bay by creating a stable market that takes blue catfish from catch to plate. The Maryland
Department of General Services awarded two contracts to processors — Reliant Fish Co. and Congressional
Seafood Co. — that will in turn contract with fishermen to obtain Maryland blue catfish. Maryland Correctional
Enterprise, which provides structured employment and training to offenders, will then buy the processed fillets
from either of the companies and sell the protein source to state institutions, such as correctional facilities,
higher education, hospitals and public schools. The agencies have also teamed up with the Maryland
Department of Agriculture — which helps fishermen — and the Maryland Department of Natural Resources,
which is looking for a way to slow the damage the invasive fish is causing to other aquatic species...

AMERICAN JOURNAL OF TRANSPORTATION

Tradepoint Atlantic reaches senunal milestone i environmental remediation of Sparrows Point Tradepoint
Atlantic, a 3,250-acre multimodal global logistics center in Baltimore, Maryland featuring an unmatched
combination of access to deep-water berths, railroads, highways and storage space, announced today that in
partnership with the Maryland Department of the Environment (“MDE”) and the Environmental Protection
Agency (“EPA”), it has reached a critical juncture in the environmental remediation of Sparrows Point, with the
excavation and clean-up of the Tin Mill Canal. The man-made Tin Mill Canal on the former Bethlehem Steel
site was created to allow the conveyance of contact water from steelmaking operations to pass into the site’s
water treatment facility. Over the years, process sediment built up in the canal. When Tradepoint Atlantic
became the owner of the former steelmaking property in 2014, it quickly entered into a collaboration with the
MDE and EPA to clean up and restore the iconic 3,250-acre industrial brownfield site at Sparrows Point,
redeveloping the land to serve the global economy of tomorrow. Earlier this year, Tradepoint Atlantic
implemented a Maintenance Cleanup Plan to excavate and remove the process sediment from the 7,500-foot Tin
Mill Canal. “Tin Mill Canal is living proof of tremendous progress in the overall cleanup of Sparrows Point
after more than a century of steelmaking,” said Maryland Environment Secretary Ben Grumbles. “The cleanup
being done by Tradepoint Atlantic under Maryland Department of the Environment and EPA oversight shows
the value of working in partnership to benefit Maryland’s economy while ensuring the environment and public
health are protected.” “Restoring the Tin Mill Canal and reducing the effects of a century of steelmaking was
accomplished through a robust collaboration among EPA, state and local partners,” said Cosmo Servidio,
Regional Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency. “The Tin Mill Canal is an important
milestone in the ongoing cleanup at Sparrows Point but it is also a model for continued partnership on a larger
scale across the full area of the site.”...

VIRGINEA

VIRGINIA MERCURY

Commentary: Will Virginia be late to the offsore wind party Nearly 200 government leaders, academics, and
business people packed the Virginia Offshore Wind Executive Summit in Nortfolk last week to stake their
claims in the launch of Virginia’s newest industry. “The offshore wind market is exploding,” said Liz Burdock
executive director of the Business Network for Offshore Wind, in her opening remarks. If this sounds like déja
vu all over again, you’re not wrong. Seven years ago, a similar crowd attended a similar conference in Virginia
Beach, only to see the momentum wither away as it slowly became clear Virginia would not see an offshore
wind farm any time soon. Several things have changed in the intervening years. America’s first offshore wind
farm is installed and running in the waters off Rhode Island, visible proof that the technology developed for
European waters works in the U.S. Dramatic price declines in Europe and the U.S have pushed the industry
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from a niche player to a serious competitor for investment dollars. Congress also extended the availability of the
Investment Tax Credit at the end of 2015, with a phase-out that gives developers an incentive to commence
construction sooner rather than later. Since then, six states have put laws in place to support a total build-out of
10,118 megawatts of offshore wind, enough to power millions of homes. Jim Bennett, Office of Renewable
Energy program manager for the federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, told the Virginia Beach
audience his office has issued a total of 12 active leases to date in federal waters up and down the East Coast...

NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS

Lee Tolliver's Fishing Forecast: Florence causes fish miuration, especially for white marlin There are plenty of
signs that it’s fall other than the “first day of” note on your calendar. The temperature hasn’t been one of them
— it felt like the upper 90s Wednesday — but forecasters say things are going to dip down to normal in the
coming days. One of the signs around here is tropical storms, and we dodged a real bullet with Florence. She hit
southeastern North Carolina as a Category 1 storm and you see all the damage. Can you imagine what a Cat 3
would be like around here? Florence likely provided a boost for one of the sure signs of fall, and that’s fish
migration. Several species, including cobia and red drum, are starting to feed heavily for their journey south.
Flounder will head for deeper waters soon. Cooler temps will bring an uptick to the speckled trout and puppy
drum fisheries. Bigger croaker will show, and spot will become more numerous...

WINCHESTER STAR

Funds could alleviate North Cameron Street flooding WINCHESTER — The city is eligible for Virginia
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) funding to address stormwater drainage and flooding issues in the
200, 300 and 400 blocks of North Cameron Street. Winchester would have to provide a dollar-for-dollar match
in order to receive the DEQ’s Stormwater Local Assistance Funds. On Tuesday, Public Services Director Perry
Eisenach told City Council he 1s hoping to receive $1.5 million for the stormwater project, meaning the city
would have to allocate $750,000. Eisenach is proposing the installation of stormwater management ponds on
North Cameron Street that would collect runoff and allow it to slowly seep into the ground. The soil would
naturally filter the stormwater, which makes the ponds eligible for DEQ funding. Eisenach said the ideal
location for the retention ponds is along the train tracks on North Cameron Street, on land owned by CSX Corp.
“They understand that and are willing to work with us,” Eisenach said, noting that flooding in that area 1s
equally problematic for CSX. Eisenach said his preference would be to purchase the land from CSX, but it’s too
early in the process to say if that will occur. If matching funds are approved by council, the $1.5 million for
stormwater management would be integrated into an overall $5 million to $6 million project to alleviate
frequent flooding on North Cameron Street caused by overloaded stormwater lines flowing into the city’s sewer
system during heavy rainfalls. “It’s going to be a multi-faceted program to achieve everything we want,”
Eisenach said about the project that is currently in the design phase. Council unanimously agreed to forward the
DEQ funding request to its next business meeting on Oct. 9. If approved by council and the DEQ, Eisenach said
the money would be available sometime next year...

MISCELLANEOUS

BLOOMBERG ENVIRONMENT

Wheeler EPA “Absolutely Not’ Shuttering Children’s Health Office The EPA decision to put its children’s
health chief on leave was “absolutely not” a move toward dismantling the office, Acting Administrator Andrew
Wheeler said Sept. 27. Ruth Etzel, head of the Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Children’s Health
Protection, told colleagues that her removal wasn’t for disciplinary reasons, according to a personal email from
her, obtained by Bloomberg Environment. Her office works to ensure the EPA’s actions and programs address
children’s vulnerabilities. Wheeler spoke to reporters at the agency’s headquarters Sept. 27. He declined to
respond to additional questions about Etzel, saying it was a personnel matter. Former EPA staff and members of
the children’s health community told Bloomberg Environment they’re concerned the agency’s action weakens
the office’s ability to protect children’s health, and could lead to the office’s closure. Etzel, a pediatrician,
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joined the agency in 2015. Her office is part of the administrator’s office.

EPA’s Wheeler Supporting Pruitt’s Superfund Cleanup Decisions EPA acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler‘s
decisions on Superfund cleanup plans are similar to those of his predecessor, Scott Pruitt. For some
environmental advocates, that is welcome news, but others, including companies, are frustrated. Wheeler signed
oft Sept. 27 on a final cleanup plan for part of a contaminated, radioactive landfill outside St. Louis that
chopped two years and $30 million off Pruitt’s proposed plan. Under this plan, the EPA’s administrators under
President Donald Trump are following through on their promises to engage with communities and prioritize
cleanup, environmental advocates said. Wheeler’s plan cuts down on the time and cost of Pruitt’s plan,
however, by focusing on excavating areas of higher radioactivity to minimize the total amount of waste that
needs to be handled. There is “not a large difference” between his approach to Superfund remedies and Pruitt’s,
Wheeler said. “We’re both following the president’s initiatives here,” he told Bloomberg Environment after
signing the finalized cleanup plan for the landfill Sept. 27...

Tromp's EPA Weighs Merger That Could Muffle Voice of Scientsts The EPA is actively weighing a plan to
merge two science offices in a bid to pare redundancies—an effort that is feeding criticism that the agency is
diminishing the stature of scientists. Under the reorganization plan, the Office of Science Advisor and the
Office of Science Policy would merge. The offices are currently located within the Office of Research and
Development, and the shift would effectively downgrade the science adviser within the Environmental
Protection Agency. The reorganization was developed by the EPA’s Office of Research and Development “in
order to reduce redundancies,” said Jennifer Orme-Zavaleta, the agency’s principal deputy assistant
administrator for science. Orme-Zavaleta cast the effort as a proposed plan and downplayed the potential effect
on the EPA’s work: “The fact of the matter is that the Senate-confirmed assistant administrator for ORD has
customarily served as the EPA science adviser, which will continue to be the case.” The move could diminish
the role and stature of scientists at the EPA, muffling their voice in the agency’s regulatory decision-making,
critics said. The shift, which was described to EPA staff in a Sept. 26 meeting, follows other moves under
President Donald Trump to alter the status of agency scientists and their outside advisers...

Virginia Hves Stricter Carbon Trading As I Preps Link With Northeast Virginia regulators are floating plans to
strengthen proposed power-sector carbon dioxide controls that would link with the nine-state Northeast carbon
trading regime. Virginia wants to increase the stringency of its power-sector carbon trading proposal in response
to recommendations from the states in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, which Virginia hopes to join.
The latest version of Virginia’s plans would set a carbon emissions cap of 28 million tons in 2020, the first year
of the program for the state, that would decline annually by 3 percent. The Virginia Department of
Environmental Quality initially weighed a 2020 cap of either 33 million or 34 million tons of carbon emissions.
Agency chief Michael Dowd will present the latest proposal to the State Air Pollution Control Board on Sept.
28. The nine RGGI states commented in April on Virginia’s plans. They suggested the commonwealth call for
more ambitious reductions from its power sector, citing Virginia’s planned investments in energy efficiency and
renewable energy. The states urged the Virginia program to dole out fewer credits allowing utilities to emit
carbon, which is known as an “allowance budget.” “Virginia could realize a measure of climate leadership by
adopting a lower starting allowance budget than currently set forth in the proposed regulation,” the states
wrote. ..

More Fluorochemicals Research Seen as Neoded to Assess Liability Federal research into fluorochemicals that
are contaminating drinking water is seen as critical to the EPA’s upcoming decisions about regulating the
chemicals and addressing liability issues. A Democratic senator and an environmental health scientist stressed
the need for more research during and after a Sept. 26 hearing about the large group of emerging contaminants
called per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, or PFAS. The chemicals are “a big problem for the Department of
Defense, but likely to be an even bigger problem for industries across the country manufacturing the chemicals
and products using those chemicals,” Michigan Sen. Gary Peters (D) told reporters. “There will be pushback
from any entity that has significant liability. That’s to be expected. And that’s why we need to be sure we have
the research to push back against those that do not believe they’re liable for these contaminants,” Peters said.
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Fluorochemicals are used in making heat- and stain-resistant consumer and industrial products and can affect
the immune system, the thyroid, and contribute to cancer. There are an estimated 3,500 different compounds
within the class of chemicals...

GOP 1o Environmentalists: Pay for Your Own Lawvers Republican lawmakers are criticizing courts that
reimburse environmental litigants for their legal costs, and the Trump administration is asking them to change
the law to make it harder to recover these costs...

Senate Passes Bill to Reduce Ocean Trash, Boost Regveling A bill to help reduce the amount of waste in the
ocean and promote recycling in developing nations passed the Senate on Sept. 26. The Save Our Seas Act
(5.3508) reauthorizes the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Marine Debris Program and
empowers other federal agencies, including for the first time, the Office of Trade Representative, to address the
problems posed by ocean debris and trash. It would also support funding for research and development of bio-
based alternatives to plastic or environmentally feasible improvements to materials that reduce municipal solid
waste. “Hold your breath,” said Sen. Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska), during a Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee hearing Sept. 26, “this is a fiercely bipartisan issue.” Sullivan noted that close to 9 million tons of
trash wind up in oceans every year, and unraveling exactly how it gets there is critical. “This bill would
strengthen the federal response to marine debris and stem the tide of ocean plastic, and we encourage the Trump
administration to pursue international agreements in pursuit of this goal,” he said...

GREENWIRE

EPA: Emplovees on edge as Trump team reoruanizes EPA is reshuffling its science, human resources and
regional offices, leaving staffers worried about the quality of the agency's work and about their careers. Top
EPA officials yesterday informed staff that they plan to eliminate the agency's science adviser's office and
merge those positions into a division within EPA's larger science shop, the Office of Research and
Development, according to an employee who attended the meeting. EPA is also planning to combine its human
resources office with its information technology division, sources told E&E News. These latest moves come as
the Trump administration pursues a broader reorganization at the agency, including a revamp of regional offices
across the country. Staffers say they're still waiting for details about how it will shake out and what it means for
their jobs, but they're nervous in the meantime. Employees are "very anxious," said Joe Edgell, president of
National Treasury Employees Union Chapter 280, which represents EPA employees in headquarters. "The
union has been notified that there are a tremendous number of reorgs going on right now," he said. Top EPA
officials are telling staff that the plans are "more efficient or more logically organized,” he said. But "with
reorgs come uncertainty about one's job, about one's job assignments, about the work that people do in terms of
protecting the environment, so people are very anxious with that change. Given that there haven't been a lot of
specifics about these reorgs, that enhances the anxiety.". ..

Aar Pollution: HPA advances proposed repeal of Chinton-era standards EPA today set an Oct. 29 deadline for
public comments on a proposed rule to ease Clinton-era requirements for monitoring of nitrogen oxides
emissions from many power plants and other large industrial polluters. Acting EPA Administrator Andrew
Wheeler had signed the proposal two weeks ago (£dofe Nevs #A4, Sept. 14). In publishing the proposed rule in
today's Federal Register, the agency said it does not intend to hold a public hearing unless someone makes a
request by Thursday, Oct. 4. Under the draft rule, some 20 states and the District of Columbia would have the
option of dropping a requirement for "continuous emission monitoring" of releases of nitrogen oxides (NOx)
linked to downwind formation of ozone outside of their borders. Instead, they could amend their state
implementation plans (SIPs) to allow for "alternate forms of monitoring requirements," the proposal says. The
existing requirement for continuous monitoring dates back to the so-called 1998 NOx SIP Call. EPA predicts
that repeal could save some companies money, but says that actual emissions and air quality would not be
affected.

Marviand: Dow dog soose: Canines tapped to control bird populationvA Maryland town besieged by birds is
calling on border collies to act as goose busters.vThe Ocean Pines Association voted earlier this year to
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angered residents and proved largely ineffective.viNews outlets report the geese have returned in large numbers,
so the association decided this week to hire Maryland Geese Control. The association's general manager, John
Bailey, says the company uses border collies trained to chase geese out of the water and off the land without
harming the birds. The company will also remove nests, transport injured birds to rehabilitation centers and
addle the eggs. The border collies will patrol Ocean Pines for around two months, at a cost of $625 a week.

COAL: Lawver, Black lung doctors thought they were 'above the law' A federal appeals court heard arguments
yesterday in a lawsuit filed by the families of coal miners who were denied benefits for black lung disease after
a Johns Hopkins doctor insisted their X-rays did not show the disease.

Comng Olean: EPA cleaned lead-contaminated soid at Mublenbers personal care home Sacred Heart Villa, a
100-bed personal care home in Muhlenberg, is one of the last properties contaminated with lead from a nearby
battery plant to be cleaned up. The protective sleeves cordoning off newly laid soil at Sacred Heart Villa, a 100-
bed personal care home in Muhlenberg Township, are gone, signaling the end of a federally ordered cleanup to
remove toxic levels of lead from the soil. The former convent is one of the last properties to be cleaned under a
consent order issued by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in 2000. Residential properties were cleaned
a decade ago. Before shuttering the smokestack in 2013, the smelting process at Exide Technologies in
Laureldale released tons of lead into the air during battery production at the plant. Although the cleanup is
winding down, EPA soil tests show a majority of the property exceeds the safety standard set for residential
properties cleaned in 2008 and 2009. The Sacred Heart cleanup targeted high-risk areas, said Khai Dao, EPA
project manager for the Exide cleanup, noting sloped and wooded areas were not treated because of expected
lower exposure risk. Under federal standards created in 2001, lead in bare soil is considered a hazard for
children at a ratio of 400 parts per million, or ppm. The cleanup threshold near Exide's plant started at 650 ppm
for residences, 1,000 ppm for commercial properties and 800 ppm to 2,000 ppm for Sacred Heart. "Even though
the levels are high, the risk 1sn't high for exposure," Dao said. Fewer than five acres at Sacred Heart were
remediated by excavating the top six inches of soil and replacing it with clean fill. For the remaining lead-
contaminated areas, which include roughly eight wooded acres, the EPA will seek written agreements to restrict
land use. Public health experts, though, say the cleanup isn't very clean...

PRESS OF ATLANTIC CITY

Editorial, NJ shows nation how 1o get toxie chemical out of drinking water Usually it’s not a bad idea to let the
federal government set the allowable standards for toxic substances in the nation’s water and food. Federal
agencies have the size and expertise to handle the challenging science. But regarding a family of chemicals used
to make very tough plastics — the kind used in nonstick cookware, fabric protectors and firefighting foams —
New Jersey couldn’t wait. Its history of manufacturing made protecting the public more urgent. So this month
the state became the first in the nation to limit one of the chemicals, PFNA (for perfluorononanoic acid).
Beginning next year, water providers must monitor supplies and reduce PFNA as needed to less than 13 parts
per trillion in drinking water. That’s far stricter than the federal government’s current health advisory. Exposure
to the chemical at higher levels over time can cause liver and kidney problems, reproductive problems in men,
and delays in development of fetuses and infants. The state Department of Environmental Protection said PFNA
contamination has been largely an issue for the Delaware River in South Jersey, due to past discharges from a
particular chemical plant. High levels of it have been found in 11 public water systems and private wells in
Salem and Gloucester counties near the river. Bottlenose dolphins from Delaware Bay have been found to have
the chemical in their blood at concentrations well over 100 parts per billion... The EPA may catch up with New
Jersey soon. It expects to complete a national management plan for this family of chemicals by the end of the
year that might include a recommendation for limits on PFOA and PFOS. These chemicals cannot be
effectively removed from drinking water by most in-home water filters. Setting standards that require water
suppliers to remove them is leadership by New Jersey officials that benefits everyone.

NPR
A Dnfting Weedlaller Puts Prized Trees At Risk The EPA is deciding whether to let farmers keep using an
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herbicide called dicamba. The chemical is controversial because it can damage nearby crops. What's less well-
known: It's hurting wildlife, too. Mike Hayes and I are sitting on the patio of Blue Bank Resort, the business he
owns on Reelfoot Lake, in Tennessee. The sun is going down. It's beautiful. What really catches your eye here
is the cypress trees. They line the lake, and thousands of them are standing right in the water. Hayes tells me
that they are more than 200 years old. They were here in 1812, when the lake was formed: A cataclysmic
earthquake shook this area, the land dropped, and water from the Mississippi River rushed in and covered
15,000 acres of cypress forest. Yet these trees survived and became a home for fish and birds...

NEW YORK TIMES

EPA 1o Eliminate Office That Advises Agency Chief on Science WASHINGTON — The Environmental
Protection Agency plans to dissolve its Office of the Science Advisor, a senior post that was created to counsel
the E.P.A. administrator on the scientific research underpinning health and environmental regulations,
according to a person familiar with the agency’s plans. The person spoke anonymously because the decision
had not yet been made public. The move is the latest among several steps taken by the Trump administration
that appear to have diminished the role of scientific research in policymaking while the administration pursues
an agenda of rolling back regulations. A spokesman for the E.P.A. did not return emails or phone calls
requesting comment on the move. Separately on Tuesday, in an unusual move, the E.P.A. placed the head of its
Office of Children’s Health, Dr. Ruth Etzel, on administrative leave, while declining to give a reason for the
move. Agency officials told Dr. Etzel, a respected pediatric epidemiologist, that the move was not disciplinary.
As the head of an office that regularly pushed to tighten regulations on pollution, which can affect children
more powerfully than adults, Dr. Etzel had clashed multiple times with Trump administration appointees who
sought to loosen pollution rules. The E.P.A.’s science adviser is currently Jennifer Orme-Zavaleta, an expert on
the risks of chemicals to human health who has worked at the E.P.A. since 1981, according to the agency’s
website. Dr. Orme-Zavaleta did not respond to emails and telephone messages requesting a response for
comment...
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Message

From: Lynn, Tricia [lynn.tricia@epa.gov]

Sent: 10/9/2018 4:23:28 PM

To: Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]
CC: Press [Press@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: Background on OCHP and Dr. Firestone bio

[ assume this is for the 3rd floor, but please let me know if you need anything from me.
Thanks!

--Tricia

From: awittenberg@eenews.net <awittenberg@eenews.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 9, 2018 12:19 PM

To: Grantham, Nancy; Konkus, John

Cc: Press

Subject: RE: Background on OCHP and Dr. Firestone bio

Hi Nancy and John,

Thanks for setting up the interview with Michael Firestone today. | have a few questions for the press office
below. My deadline is 11 a.m. tomorrow.

e We noticed that the organizational chart for EPA’s regional realignment included with Admin.
Wheeler's Sept. 6 email did not include children’s health in the immediate office area, but the
organizational chart posted on the intranet site linked in Henry Darwin’s Oct. 3 email does include
children’s health. What changed? Why did EPA decide to include children’s health in the later
organizational chart?

e | alsosaw that for the past two fiscal years, the Trump administration has proposed significantly
decreasing OCHP’s budget (from about $5.4 million to $1.4 million), and thirding its staff (from 15.4
FTEs to 4.9 FTEs). | will be mentioning that in the article and wanted to give you the opportunity to
respond as there have been questions about OCHP’s future.

e What is the status of the federal lead strategy? What is the hold up? | know OCHP and Dr. Etzel had
been working on it as part of the President’s Task Force on Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks
to Children.

e s there any update regarding Ruth Etzel’s status? How long is her administrative leave expected to
last? At what point would EPA look to replace her permanently?

e [|'ve talked to a number of people who have worked closely with OCHP and they all sing Michael

Firestone’s praises. But a few have also said they believe a pediatrician would be better equipped to
run OCHP. Do you have any response to that criticism?
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Thanks again,
Ariel

Ariel Wittenberg

E&E News reporter
awittenberg@eenews.net
202-737-4557
@arielwittenberg

E&E NEWS

122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001

www.eenews.net | @EENewsUpdates

Energywire, Climatewire, Greenwire, E&E Daily, ERE News PM, E&ETV

From: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 9:06 AM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>

Cc: Ariel Wittenberg <awittenberg@eenews.net>
Subject: Re: Background on OCHP and Dr. Firestone bio

Hi Ariel - | will meet you at the north entrance at 11 am. Thanks
Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 9, 2018, at 9:01 AM, Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov> wrote:

In person will be fine. Nancy will be in touch.

John Konkus

Environmental Protection Agency
Deputy Associate Administrator
Office of Public Affairs

On Oct 9, 2018, at 8:48 AM, Ariel Wittenberg <awittenberg@eenews.net> wrote:

I thought this was in person, which is my strong preference. As we discussed
Friday, | was planning to come to the north entrance at 11 am. Nancy, please let
me know if that still works.

I'll be on my cell this morning— Ex. 6

Ariel

Ariel Wittenberg
Reporter, E&E News
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202-737-4557
awittenberg@eenews.net

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 9, 2018, at 8:13 AM, Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov> wrote:

Ariel: I'm looping you in the Nancy who will take it from here. This
can be in person at EPA HQ or over the phone.

Thank you,

John

From: Ariel Wittenberg [mailto:awittenberg@eenews.net]
Sent: Friday, October 5, 2018 3:47 PM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Background on OCHP and Dr. Firestone bio

Thanks!

Ariel

From: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, October 05, 2018 3:41 PM

To: Ariel Wittenberg <awittenberg@eenews.net>
Subject: Background on OCHP and Dr. Firestone bio

Dr. Firestone’s (bio attached) regulatory work in
the past has included:

e Certification & Training (C&T) of Pesticide
Applicators [FIFRA]

e Pesticide Worker Protection Regulations

e 2008 Lead NAAQS

Ongoing regulations he’s recently worked on
include:

?  National Primary Drinking Water
Regulations: Regulation of Perchlorate

?  Endangerment Finding for Lead Emissions
from Piston-Engine Aircraft Using Leaded
Aviation Gasoline
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?  Certification of Pesticide Applicators (CPA)
Rule; Reconsideration of the Minimum Age
Requirements

?  Agricultural Worker Protection Standard
(WPS); Reconsideration of Several
Requirements Incl. Rescinding Childhood
Age Restrictions

Regulatory workgroups other OCHP staff are
currently participating on other include:

¢ "Lead; Renovation, Repair, and Painting
Program for Public and Commercial
Buildings [TSCA Section 402(c)(3)]"

¢ National Primary Drinking Water
Regulations for Lead and Copper:
Regulatory Revisions

e Lead; Residential Lead Dust Hazard
Standards [TSCA Section 403]

¢ Trichloroethylene (TCE) - TSCA Section 6(a);
aerosol degreasing and spot cleaning in dry
cleaning facilities

¢ Trichloroethylene (TCE); Rulemaking Under
TSCA §6(a); Vapor Degreasing

¢ Paint Removers - Methylene Chloride (MC)
and N-Methylpyrrolidone (NMP) -
TSCA Section 6(a)

¢ Cyanotoxin Ambient Water Quality Criteria
for Recreational Waters

¢ Regulation of Persistent, Bioaccumulative
and Toxic (PBT) Chemicals under TSCA 6 (h)

e Regulatory Determinations for CCL 4

¢ National Primary Drinking Water
Regulations: Group Regulation of
Carcinogenic Volatile Organic Compounds
(VOCs)

¢ "Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs);
Reassessment of Use Authorizations [TSCA
Section 6(e)]"

¢ "Lead Wheel Weights; Regulatory
Investigation [TSCA Section 21]"

e« PM NAAQS Review

¢ Review of National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) for Sulfur Dioxide (502)
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Message

From: Abboud, Michael [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=B6F5AF791A1842F 1ADCCO88CBFSED3CE-ABBOUD, MIC]
Sent: 10/14/2018 7:51:14 PM

To: Beach, Christopher [beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Hewitt, James
[hewitt.james@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]
Subject: Fwd: CBS NEWS INQUIRY - ON DEADLINE

Flagging for everyone.

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

Resent-From: <Press@ena.gov>

From: "Busch, Nicole" <BuschiN@chsnews. com>

Date: October 14, 2018 at 3:34:27 PM EDT

To: "Block, Molly" <hlock.molly@epa.gov>, "Lynn, Tricia" <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>, Press

Subject: CBS NEWS INQUIRY - ON DEADLINE

Hi Molly and Tricia,

CBS News correspondent, Anna Werner, and | are working on a piece scheduled to air on CBS This
Morning tomorrow morning regarding Dr. Ruth Etzel being placed on administrative leave. We sent a
request for comment to EPA’s main media email address last Wednesday and spoke with Mr. Darwin on
Thursday at the Children’s Health Protection Advisory Committee meeting (speaking briefly with you
both as well).

We would like to reiterate if there are additional comments you would like to provide concerning Dr.
Etzel’s leave and or to criticism from both Dr. Etzel and other children’s health advocates that the EPA is
not doing enough to regulate risks posed to children’s health or making it a priority-- please do so by
tonight.

Please respond by 9pm EST this evening.
Thank you,

Nicole

212-975-2383
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Message

From: Abboud, Michael [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=B6F5AF791A1842F1ADCCO88CBFIED3CE-ABBOUD, MIC]

Sent: 10/15/2018 7:56:52 PM

To: Michael Bastasch [Mike@dailycallernewsfoundation.org]; Chris White [chris@dailycallernewsfoundation.org}

Subject: Updated statement on Etzel

Mike and Chris, since there’s been a lot of news on this today | want to make sure you have our most up to date
statement regarding Dr. Ruth Etzel.

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Michael Abboud
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Public Affairs

M: | Ex. 6 i
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Message

From: Abboud, Michael [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=B6F5AF791A1842F1ADCCO88CBFIED3CE-ABBOUD, MIC]

Sent: 9/26/2018 5:36:04 PM

To: Michael Bastasch [Mike@dailycallernewsfoundation.org]; Hewitt, James [hewitt.james@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: What the hell is the EPA’s head of child health....

This is what we’ve been saying.

“We do not comment on personnel matters.” -- Donna Vizian, Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator, Office of
Administration and Resources Management

“EPA Headquarters has a number of specialty focused offices including the children’s health, environmental justice, civil
rights, and small business offices and these offices will continue to be a part of headquarters and regional organizations.
Children’s health is and has always been a top priority for the Trump Administration and the EPA in particular is focused
on reducing lead exposure in schools, providing funds for a cleaner school bus fleet, and cleaning up toxic sites so that
children have safe environments to learn and play.” — John Konkus, EPA spokesman

From: Michael Bastasch [mailto:Mike@dailycallernewsfoundation.org]

Sent: Wednesday, September 26, 2018 1:02 PM

To: Hewitt, James <hewitt.james@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: What the hell is the EPA's head of child health....

So what's the deal with this?

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Christopher Bedford <bedford@dailycallernewsfoundation.org>
Date: Wed, Sep 26, 2018 at 12:47 PM

Subject: What the hell is the EPA's head of child health....

To: Energy Team <energy@dailycallernewsfoundation.org>

THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION -- "E.P.A. Places the Head of Its Office of Children’s Health on
Leave,” by NYT's Coral Davenport and Roni Caryn Rabin: "The [EPA] on Tuesday placed the head of
its Office of Children's Health Protection on administrative leave, in an unusual move that several
observers said appeared to reflect an effort to minimize the role of the office.

"Dr. Ruth Etzel, a pediatrician and epidemiologist who has been a leader in children's
environmental health for 30 years, joined the E.P.A. in 2015, after having served as a senior officer for
environmental health research at the World Health Organization.

"She was placed on administrative leave late Tuesday and asked to hand over her badge, keys
and cellphone, according to an E.P.A. official familiar with the decision who was not authorized to
discuss the move and asked not to be identified." NYT
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Christopher Bedford
Editor in Chief
The Daily Caller News Foundation

Michael Bastasch
Daily Caller News Foundation
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Message

From: Packard, Elise [Packard.Elise@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/26/2018 12:53:16 PM

To: Waulffen, Rebecca [Wulffen.Rebecca@epa.gov]; Blake, Wendy [Blake.Wendy@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: FYL.

thx

Elise B. Packard

Associate General Counsel for Civil Rights and Finance
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel, Rm. 7353C

(202) 564-7729

From: Wulffen, Rebecca

Sent: Wednesday, September 26, 2018 8:22 AM

To: Blake, Wendy <Blake.Wendy@epa.gov>; Packard, Elise <Packard.Elise@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: FYI.

FYI-

Rebecca Wulffen

Assistant General Counsel

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office of the General Counsel

General Law Office, Employment Law Practice Group
Phone (202) 564-4858

From: Wooden-Aguilar, Helena

Sent: Wednesday, September 26, 2018 8:21 AM

To: Wulffen, Rebecca <Wuliffen.Rebecca@epa.gov>; Coomber, Robert <coomber.robert@epa.gov>; Patterson, Nicole
<Patterson.Nicole@epa.gov>; Meighan, Alexandra <Meighan.Alexandra@epa.gov>

Subject: FYI.

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/26/climate/epa-etzel-children-health-program.htm|

E.P.A. Places the Head of Its Office of Children’s

Health on Leave
Sept. 26, 2018
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The Environmental Protection Agency's headquarters in Washington in July. On Tuesday, the E.P.A.
placed Dr. Ruth Etzel, the head of its Office of Children’s Health Protection, on administrative
leave. Ting Shen/Reuters

Want climate news in your inbox? Sigs up here for Climate Fwd:, our email newsletter.

WASHINGTON — The Environmental Protection Agency on Tuesday placed the head of its Office of
Children’s Health Protection on administrative leave, in an unusual move that several observers said
appeared to reflect an effort to minimize the role of the office.

Dr. Ruth Etzel, a pediatrician and epidemiologist who has been a leader in children’s environmental
health for 30 years, joined the E.P.A. in 2015, after having served as a senior officer for environmental
health research at the World Health Organization. She was placed on administrative leave late Tuesday
and asked to hand over her badge, keys and cellphone, according to an E.P.A. official familiar with the
decision who was not authorized to discuss the move and asked not to be identified.

An E.P.A. spokesman, John Konkus, confirmed that Dr. Etzel had been placed on administrative leave
and declined to give the reason.

The E.P.A.’s Office of Children’s Health Protection, created by President Bill Clinton in 1997, is
tasked with seeing that agency regulations and programs take into account the particular vulnerabilities
of children, babies and fetuses. Children are more vulnerable than adults to pollution and other
potential exposure because their bodies are still developing and because they eat, drink and breathe
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more in proportion to their size. In addition, some of their behaviors, such as crawling or putting things
in their mouths, potentially expose them to chemicals or toxins.

Several people within the E.P.A. or who work closely with the agency said that Dr. Etzel’s dismissal is
one of several recent developments that have slowed the work of the children’s health office. One
person cited a proposal outlining a strategy for reducing childhood lead exposure, which had been in
development for over a year with the involvement of 17 federal agencies, and which has been stalled
since early July.

The Office of Children’s Health Protection is technically housed in the office of the E.P.A.
administrator, Andrew Wheeler, who has served as the agencv’s acting admumistrator since July.

Under Mr. Wheeler and his predecessor, Scott Pruitt, who left the position earlier this year amid
investigations into his oversight of the agency, the E.P.A. has aggressively pursued an agenda of rolling
back environmental restrictions on numerous pollutants, arguing that the regulations are overly strict or
that they burden industry.

“This seems like a sneaky way for the E.P.A. to get rid of this program and not be upfront about it,”
said Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, the director of the pediatric residency program at Hurley Medical
Center, a teaching hospital affiliated with Michigan State University, whose analysis of blood tests in
Flint, Mich. — a community that became caught up in a lead crisis affecting its drinking water —
played a key role in showing that residents were being poisoned by the lead. Dr. Hanna-Atisha called
Dr. Etzel “an international leader in children’s health.”

The decision to put the department head on administrative leave “is highly unusual,” said Joseph
Goffman, a former senior counsel for the E.P.A. during the Obama administration.

The office Dr. Etzel oversees is small, with a budget of about $2 million and 15 full-time employees in
Washington and 10 regional children’s health coordinators, some of whom have other responsibilities
in addition to children’s health.

Mr. Konkus, the E.P.A. spokesman, said the Trump administration had no intention to diminish or
eliminate an office designed to protect children’s health. “Children’s health is and has always been a
top priority for the Trump administration and the E.P.A. in particular is focused on reducing lead
exposure in schools, providing funds for a cleaner school bus fleet and cleaning up toxic sites so that
children have safe environments to learn and play,” he said in an emailed statement.

For more news on climate and the environment, follow GeNYTCimate on Twitter,

Coral Davenport covers energy and environmental policy, with a focus on climate change, from the
Washington bureau. She joined The Times 11 2013 and previously worked at Congressional Quarterly,
Politico and National Journal. (¢ oraiM Davenport « Facebook
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What on Earth Is Going On?

Sign up for our weekly newsletter to get our latest stories and insights about climate change —
along with answers to your questions and tips on how to help.

VMore in Chimate and Environment

Editors’ Picks
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Subscribe for $1 a week. Ends soon.

You have 1 free article remaining.

Helena Wooden-Aguilar

Acting Deputy Chief of Staff

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
202:564-0792 (Work)

TEx. 6 l(cel)

wooden-aguilar.helena@epa.gov
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Message

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

FYI

Blake, Wendy [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=902120F35D04482E86206D296AD452FC-BLAKE, WENDY]

10/15/2018 4:02:28 PM

Packard, Elise [Packard.Elise@epa.gov]; Youngblood, Charlotte [Youngblood.Charlotte@epa.gov]

Fwd: Fw:

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Whulffen, Rebecca" <Wulffen Rebecca@epa.gov>

Date: October 15, 2018 at 12:00:14 PM EDT
To: "Blake, Wendy" <Blake Wendy(@epa.gov>
Subject: Fw:

Rebecca Wulffen

Assistant General Counsel

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office of the General Counsel

General Law Office, Employment Law Practice Group
Phone (202) 564-4858

Fax (202) 564-5432

From: Vizian, Donna

Sent: Monday, October 15, 2018 11:48 AM
To: Wulffen, Rebecca

Subject:

https://www.chbsnews.com/news/epa-childrens-health-official-ruth-etzel-epa-kids-disposable/
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Sidelined children's health official says
EPA inaction means "kids are disposable”

www.cbsnews.com

D Ruth BEtzel, the agency's top pediatric expert who was
naced on administrative leave, says the administration has
no intention of taking action agairst lead in children's
environments
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Message

From: Blake, Wendy [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=902120F35D04482E86206D296AD452FC-BLAKE, WENDY]

Sent: 9/27/2018 5:32:15 PM

To: Brazauskas, Joseph [brazauskas.joseph@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: FYL.

Article we referenced this morning.
w

Wendy L. Blake

Associate General Counsel

General Law Office

Office of General Counsel

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
phone: (202) 564-1821

fax:  (202) 564-5433

From: Wulffen, Rebecca

Sent: Wednesday, September 26, 2018 8:22 AM

To: Blake, Wendy <Blake.Wendy@epa.gov>; Packard, Elise <Packard.Elise@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: FYL

FYI-

Rebecca Wulffen

Assistant General Counsel

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office of the General Counsel

General Law Office, Employment Law Practice Group
Phone (202) 564-4858

From: Wooden-Aguilar, Helena

Sent: Wednesday, September 26, 2018 8:21 AM

To: Wulffen, Rebecca <Wulffen.Rebecca@epa.gov>; Coomber, Robert <coomber.robert@epa.gov>; Patterson, Nicole
<Patterson.Nicole@epa.gov>; Meighan, Alexandra <Meighan.Alexandra@epa.gov>

Subject: FYI.

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/26/climate/epa-etzel-children-health-program.html

E.P.A. Places the Head of Its Office of Children’s

Health on Leave
Sept. 26, 2018
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The Environmental Protection Agency's headquarters in Washington in July. On Tuesday, the E.P.A.
placed Dr. Ruth Etzel, the head of its Office of Children’s Health Protection, on administrative
leave. Ting Shen/Reuters

Want climate news in your inbox? Sigs up here for Climate Fwd:, our email newsletter.

WASHINGTON — The Environmental Protection Agency on Tuesday placed the head of its Office of
Children’s Health Protection on administrative leave, in an unusual move that several observers said
appeared to reflect an effort to minimize the role of the office.

Dr. Ruth Etzel, a pediatrician and epidemiologist who has been a leader in children’s environmental
health for 30 years, joined the E.P.A. in 2015, after having served as a senior officer for environmental
health research at the World Health Organization. She was placed on administrative leave late Tuesday
and asked to hand over her badge, keys and cellphone, according to an E.P.A. official familiar with the
decision who was not authorized to discuss the move and asked not to be identified.

An E.P.A. spokesman, John Konkus, confirmed that Dr. Etzel had been placed on administrative leave
and declined to give the reason.

The E.P.A.’s Office of Children’s Health Protection, created by President Bill Clinton in 1997, is
tasked with seeing that agency regulations and programs take into account the particular vulnerabilities
of children, babies and fetuses. Children are more vulnerable than adults to pollution and other
potential exposure because their bodies are still developing and because they eat, drink and breathe
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more in proportion to their size. In addition, some of their behaviors, such as crawling or putting things
in their mouths, potentially expose them to chemicals or toxins.

Several people within the E.P.A. or who work closely with the agency said that Dr. Etzel’s dismissal is
one of several recent developments that have slowed the work of the children’s health office. One
person cited a proposal outlining a strategy for reducing childhood lead exposure, which had been in
development for over a year with the involvement of 17 federal agencies, and which has been stalled
since early July.

The Office of Children’s Health Protection is technically housed in the office of the E.P.A.
administrator, Andrew Wheeler, who has served as the agencyv’s acting admumistrator since Julv.

Under Mr. Wheeler and his predecessor, Scott Pruitt, who left the position earlier this year amid
investigations into his oversight of the agency, the E.P.A. has aggressively pursued an agenda of rolling
back environmental restrictions on numerous pollutants, arguing that the regulations are overly strict or
that they burden industry.

“This seems like a sneaky way for the E.P.A. to get rid of this program and not be upfront about it,”
said Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, the director of the pediatric residency program at Hurley Medical
Center, a teaching hospital affiliated with Michigan State University, whose analysis of blood tests in
Flint, Mich. — a community that became caught up in a lead crisis affecting its drinking water —
played a key role in showing that residents were being poisoned by the lead. Dr. Hanna-Atisha called
Dr. Etzel “an international leader in children’s health.”

The decision to put the department head on administrative leave “is highly unusual,” said Joseph
Goffman, a former senior counsel for the E.P.A. during the Obama administration.

The office Dr. Etzel oversees is small, with a budget of about $2 million and 15 full-time employees in
Washington and 10 regional children’s health coordinators, some of whom have other responsibilities
in addition to children’s health.

Mr. Konkus, the E.P.A. spokesman, said the Trump administration had no intention to diminish or
eliminate an office designed to protect children’s health. “Children’s health is and has always been a
top priority for the Trump administration and the E.P.A. in particular is focused on reducing lead
exposure in schools, providing funds for a cleaner school bus fleet and cleaning up toxic sites so that
children have safe environments to learn and play,” he said in an emailed statement.

For more news on climate and the environment, follow GeNY T mate on Twitter,

Coral Davenport covers energy and environmental policy, with a focus on climate change, from the
Washington bureau. She joined The Times 1 2013 and previously worked at Congressional Quarterly,
Politico and National Journal. (¢ oraiM Davenport « Facebook
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What on Earth Is Going On?

Sign up for our weekly newsletter to get our latest stories and insights about climate change —
along with answers to your questions and tips on how to help.

VMore in Climate and Environment

Editors’ Picks
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Subscribe for $1 a week. Ends soon.

You have 1 free article remaining.

Helena Wooden-Aguilar

Acting Deputy Chief of Staff

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-0792 (Work)

Ex. 6

wooden-aguilar.helena@epa.gov
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Message

From: Darwin, Veronica [darwin.veronica@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/21/2018 8:16:49 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov];
Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]; Bennett, Tate [Bennett.Tate@epa.gov]

Subject: Oct 1 Children's Health Materials

Attachments: Children's Health October 2018 092118.docx; Children's Health October 2018 One Pager.docx

Hi,

Find attached the draft children's Health materials highlighting some of the EPA initiatives currently
underway. I organized the initiatives based on the priorities of the President's Task Force on the
Protection of Children from Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks. It is not a comprehensive list
of EPA initiatives related to children's health - the intent is to highlight some of the initiatives and
refer the reader to EPA's Children's Environmental Health webpage. We'll need to update the webpage to
make sure all the appropriate links are accessible. I worked with Angela Hackel in the Office of
children's Health Protection in drafting the report.

I need your feedback. I'm happy to edits as needed. OPA will do their magic with the document once
finalized.

Tate - I attached a draft one-pager for your review.

————— original Message-----

From: Jackson, Ryan

Sent: Tuesday, September 18, 2018 7:50 AM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy
<Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Darwin, Veronica <darwin.veronica@epa.gov>

Subject:

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Also I know this is quick turnaround but I need to have a draft of what this may look Tike on Friday.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of staff
U.S. EPA

Ex. 6 :
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Message

From: Darwin, Veronica [darwin.veronica@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/21/2018 4:51:37 PM

To: Konkus, lohn [konkus.john@epa.gov]

CC: Grantham, Nancy [Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]; Block, Molly [block.molly@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: children's health

Hi again. The list doesn’t include grant amounts. Since they have a list of grants narrowed down, | hope it won’t be too
much work to add grant amount to the query, pretty please.

From: Konkus, John

Sent: Friday, September 21, 2018 11:41 AM

To: Darwin, Veronica <darwin.veronica@epa.gov>

Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy @epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: children's health

Here it is!
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Binder, Bruce" <Binder. Bruce@epa gov>

Date: September 21, 2018 at 11:39:52 AM EDT

To: "Konkus, John" <kankus.iohnf@ena gov>

Cc: "Sylvester, Kenneth" <&ylvestar. Kenneth@epa.gov>, "Polk, Denise” <Polk. Denise@lepa.gov>,
"Binder, Bruce" <Binder.Bruce@ena.gov>

Subject: children's health

John, please see the attached document that contains a list of active grants that appear to meet your
request for grants that may relate to children’s health issues or include children’s health activities. Some
of the grants included on this list may include general references to “humans”, “youth”, “infants”, etc in
the title or project description or both that could possibly be linked to children’s health so they are
included on the list to be more inclusive. It is possible that there are other active grants that relate to
children’s health that may not be on the list because key words related to children’s health may not

have been included in the project title or description.

if you need further information pertaining to the grants on the attached list, OGD encourages you to
contact the programmatic personnel involved in managing these grants directly. To assist you in these
communications, OGD has also provided the EPA “Project Officer” and the “AAShip” as separate
columns in the document. Although there is a primary office within OA, the Uffice of Children's Health
Protection {OCHP), that handles children’s health issues, the grants identified in the attached list are
programmatically managed by a wide variety of program offices and NPMs. Any grants managed by
OCHP are denoted in the list as Program Code: “CH”".

0OGD has also included below a list of CFDA (Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance) entries that cover
programs that may issue grants that have children’s health related components or activities. The ones
on this list relate to CFDAs that pertain to the active grants identified in the grant chart that is attached
to the email. We have also put an asterisk to denote those CFDAs where children’s health issues are
actually mentioned in the content of the CFDA, usually in the objectives section.

Thanks and let us know if you need further information.
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Potential CFDA's that fund projects relating to Children’s Health Activities

CURRENT/ESTABLISHED PROGRAMS PROPOSED PROGRAMS IN
DEVELOPMENT

CEDA Title CFDA CFDA Title

Lead Testing in
Lohools and

Heglthy Communities Grant Program

hild Care
mrogram {Office
{ Water)
* 66.609 Protection of Children from Environmental
Health Risks
* 66.701 Touic Substances Compliance Monitoring
Cooperative Agreements
* 66.707 TSCA Title 1V State Lead Grants Certification of
Lead-Rased Professionals
* 66.818 Brownfields Assessment and Cleanup
Cooperative Agreements
66.032 State Indoor Radon Grants
66.034 Surveys, Studies, Research,

investizations, Demonstrations, and

Special Purpose Activities Relating to
the Clean Air Act

66.040 State Clean Diesel Grant Program

66.204 hMultipurposs Grants to States and
Tribes

66.475 Guif of Mexdico Program

66.481 Lake Champiain Basin Program

66.509 Science To Achisve Results {STAR)
Research Program

66.511 {ffice of Ressarch and Development

Cornsolidated
Research/Training/Fellowships

66.516 P3 Award: Mational Student Design
Competition for Sustainability

66.604 Erwironmental Justice Small Grant
Program

66.700 Cornsolidated Pesticide Enforcement
Cooperative Agresments

66.716 Consolidated Pesticide Enforcement
Cooperalive Agreements

66.802 Superfund State, Political Subdivision,

and indian Tribe Site-Specific
Cooperative Agresments

66.926 indian Environmenta! Genergl
Assistance Program {GAP)
66.951 Ervvironmental Education Grants
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Bruce S. Binder

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Grants and Debarment

Senior Associate Director for Grants Competition
202-564-4935

Ex. 6
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Message

From: Coomber, Robert [coomber.robert@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/27/2018 4:51:15 PM

To: Patterson, Nicole [Patterson.Nicole@epa.gov]; Meighan, Alexandra [Meighan.Alexandra@epa.gov]; Corbett, Krysti
[Corbett.Krysti@epa.gov]; Wulffen, Rebecca [Wulffen.Rebecca@epa.gov]

CC: Vizian, Donna [Vizian.Donna@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: OCHP Documents

Attachments: Response to Vendor Transition Package Inquiry.docx

Hey Folks,

Attached is the report I sent to Helena on Tuesday. Sorry I didn’t send it to you earlier.

Best,
Bob

Robert D. Coomber

Senior Labor Attorney

Labor and Employee Relations Division
Desk Phone: (202) 564-0955

Cell Phone:i Ex. 6

coomber robertiena ooy

From: Coomber, Robert

Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2018 12:24 PM

To: Wooden-Aguilar, Helena <Wooden-Aguilar.Helena@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: OCHP Documents

Helena,

Please see the final report attached.
Best,

Bob

Robert D. Coomber

Senior Labor Attorney

Labor and Employee Relations Division
Desk Phone: (202) 564-0955

Cell Phone; Ex. 6

coomber robert@epa.gov

From: Cunningham, Bisa

Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2018 9:51 AM

To: Coomber, Robert <coomber.robert@epa.gov>
Cc: Viney, Barbara <Viney.Barbara@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: OCHP Documents
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Good morning Bob —

Please see attached as discussed vesterday. Please let us know if you need anything additional.

Bisa Cunningham

Director, Diversity, Recruitment, & Employee Services Division
Environmental Protection Agency

Office of Administration and Resources Management

Office of Human Resources, WIC North (Room 1402 Y/Z)
Office: 202-364-6033
Mobile} Ex. 6

Ematl: Cunningham Bisadepa.gov

Great grganizations are o group of all leaders, where everyone is taking
personal responsibility for the success of the tearn and thelr individual influence
on the customer and on one another. {fomes O Hunter)

From: Cunningham, Bisa

Sent: Monday, September 24, 2018 11:20 AM

To: Coomber, Robert <coomber.robert@epa.gov>

Cc: Viney, Barbara <Viney.Barbara®@epa.gov>; Cunningham, Bisa <cunningham bisa@epa.gov>
Subject: OCHP Documents

Good morning Bob —

I have had an opportunity to discuss with Barbara and the vendor regarding the ability to provide copies of the
raw data; including interviews conducted to support the Climate Assessment and the results of the 360
conducted on the OCHP supervisors,
»  We cannot provide the notes from the interviews conducted to support the Climate Assessment because
Barbara never received copies of any interview notes and the vendor destroved her copy of the interview
notes, consistent with her practice to ensure confidentiality for all participants.

v

Regarding the results of the 360 assessments, Barbara never received the information from the vendor,
that information was given to each employee participant only. The vendor is unable to provide the
Agency with copies of the raw information supporting the 360 because it would violate the agreement
{(Statement of Work/Contract with the EPA) and the standards under which she undertook the work.
Additionally, each employee participated based on her assurances of confidentiality.

The vendor did provide 8 separate deliverables to Barbara and Helena, all of which are included as attachments
and which are identified below.

o TO17-TDI3 Vendor Transition Memo.doex

o OCHP climate Assessment Brief ppix

o OCHP OD Forward Steps Al Hands pptx

o OCHP Transtformation High Level Process Slide pptx

o  Memo on OCHP Transformation Status and Recommended Steps.doex

o OCHP SWOT Analysis Suvmma:r};"Siide,pptx
o Follow-up information on recommendation 1
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Some alternatives to getting the information you are secking that I discussed with Barbara and the vendor who

conducted/oversaw this work include:

their assessment.

.

A

statements and information suitable for LER s use,

> Asking each employee who received a 360 assessment to voluntanly provide Helena with a copy of the

LER could conduct an independent administrative investigation with OCHP employees to obtain

Please let me know if vou need additional information or if further discussion 1s necessary. For vour
convenience, I am including an electronic link to the SOW and to the standards that govern conflict resolution

work under the Workplace Solutions Program.

The Contractor shall ensure that ADR professionals serving as neutral third parties under this contract
recetve information about and perform in accordance with ethical codes applicable to the practice of
dispute resolution professionals. Relevant examples of ethical codes include those adopted by the
American Arbitration Association, American Bar Association, Assoctation for Conflict Resolution and

International Coaching Fedemﬁmn
(I3

radsofConductfory

ps/ Swww s, acrnet.org/uploadedPfiles/Practitione

rafi

.,’.’ / o~

Codao

world.,org/a .
Participation (hutp://ie

510501y (1) .pdf); the International Association of F auhtatms (¥

,,,,,,

Vhog. a >p>\) ; cmd t‘iw International Aaa@uatmn for Pub}

subarticlenbr=8).

The Contractor shall remove ADR professionals from projects conducted under this contract if they do

not conduct their practice in adherence with the statutory provisions or court rules

appropriate to the services that they are providing.

SOW: httos://lwww epp.gov/sites/production/files/2018-
O6/documents/oprs contract statement of work  O.pdf

Bisa Cunningham
Director, Diversity, Recruitment, & Emplovee Services Division
Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Administration and Resources Management
Office of Human Resources, WIC North (Room 1402 Y/Z)
Office: 202-364-6635
Mobile:] Ex. 6
Lmazi. Cunningham Bisaig em 20V

Great grganizations are o group of all leaders, where everyone s taking

personal responsibility for the success of the tearn and thelr individual infiuence

on the customer and on one another, {James C. Hunter)

and ethical codes
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Message

From: Vizian, Donna [Vizian.Donna@epa.gov]
Sent: 10/5/2018 5:15:38 PM

To: Corbett, Krysti [Corbett.Krysti@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: RE:

Ok. Thanks.

On Oct 5, 2018, at 9:57 AM, Corbett, Krysti <Carbett Krysti@epa.gov> wrote:

Personal Matters / Ex. 6

Krysti Corbett

Director

Labior and Employee Relations Division
Desk Phone: {202} 564-6295

Mohile: {202) 579-1681

corbett krysti@epa.gov

From: Vizian, Donna

Sent: Friday, October 5, 2018 12:48 PM

To: Corbett, Krysti <Corbett Krysti@ ena.gov>
Subject: Fwd:

I've never been asked the question of giving details of a personnel action to Congress. Do you know the
answer?

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Jackson, Ryan" <iackson.rvani@epa.gov>

Date: October 5, 2018 at 8:32:20 AM PDT

To: "Wooden-Aguilar, Helena” <Waoden-Azuilar. Helena®epa.gov>, "Leopold, Matt
(OGQ)" <Leopold Matt@epa . gov>, "Darwin, Veronica" <garwin.veronica@epa. gov>,
“Lyons, Troy" <iyons.trov@@epa.goy>, "Vizian, Donna" <Vizian. Donna@epa.sov>

All — we received the attached letter which | would like to respond too soon rather than
later which | think will be an easy response.

The response can be signed by Troy like normal, but Helena will you take on drafting the
first draft of the response?

Deliberative Process Privilege/Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Thanks.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Ex. 6
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Message

From: Meighan, Alexandra [Meighan.Alexandra@epa.gov]
Sent: 10/10/2018 12:52:10 PM

To: Corbett, Krysti [Corbett.Krysti@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: OCHP phone log.docx

Thanks.

Did you hear from Kevin Miller yesterday? I asked him to reach out to you regarding the Agency’s Records
Retention policy.

Best,
Ali

From: Corbett, Krysti

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2018 8:39 AM

To: Patterson, Nicole <Patterson.Nicole@epa.gov>; Coomber, Robert <coomber.robert@epa.gov>; Meighan, Alexandra
<Meighan.Alexandra@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: OCHP phone log.docx

This is Barb’s phone log with Catherine Allen.

Krysti Corbett

Director

Labor and Employee Relations Division
Desk Phone: {202 564-6285

Muobile: Ex. 6

corbett krysti@epa gov

From: Viney, Barbara

Sent: Tuesday, October 9, 2018 5:51 PM

To: Corbett, Krysti <Corbett. krystifiepa.gov>

Cc: Cunningham, Bisa <cunningham.bisa@epa.gov>
Subject: OCHP phone log.docx

Good evening.

As | indicated in our conversation on 10/4/2018, | do keep a phone log for my own purpose.

| feel the notes from my phone conversations with Catherine Allen, the vendor working with OCHP,
may have some value to the investigation you have indicated is underway in OCHP. These notes are
not confidential notes, they were notes the vendor discussed with me about the status of her group
dynamics and organizational intervention with OCHP. Please advise if they need to be translated
from my short hand to something understandable.

In capturing them, | captured them from most recent at the top to oldest at the bottom.

Regards, Barb.
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Barbara Viney

US Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-7972

Conflict Management Specialist ¥
Employee Counseling and Assistance  briin://intranetepagov/ohr/benefits /eap/inden btm
Violence Prevention Coordinator

Watch this 3 minute video to learn more about mediation and facilitation at EPA.
hito:/ Sworkplacs.spa.g2ov/ fTaclitaon-metiation

William Jefferson Clinton North
Mail Code 3602A - Suite 14028
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20460
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Message

From: Coomber, Robert [coomber.robert@epa.gov]

Sent: 10/9/2018 5:16:41 PM

To: Meighan, Alexandra [Meighan.Alexandra@epa.gov]; Wulffen, Rebecca [Wulffen.Rebecca@epa.gov]
CC: Corbett, Krysti [Corbett.Krysti@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: Letter re Investigative Leave

Attachments: NOI - RE (OCHP.10.9.2018).pdf; NOAL - RE (OCHP 10.9.18).pdf

FYI

Robert D. Coomber

Senior Labor Attorney

Labor and Employee Relations Division
Desk Phone: (202) 564-0955

Cell Phone: Ex. 6
coomber robertepa gov

From: Wooden-Aguilar, Helena
Sent: Tuesday, October 9, 2018 12:15 PM

To: Coomber, Robert <coomber.robert@epa.gov>
Cc: Patterson, Nicole <Patterson.Nicole@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Letter re Investigative Leave

The letter has been signed and is going out overnight via return receipt. Attached are the documents for your records.

Helena

From: Coomber, Robert
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 10:43 AM

To: Wooden-Aguilar, Helena <Wooden-Aguilar.Helena@epa.gov>
Cc: Patterson, Nicole <Patterson.Nicole@epa.gov>

Subject: Letter re Investigative Leave

Helena,

Attached is a draft letter for investigative leave. Ideally we will overnight this, and send it via return receipt. Let

me know if you want me to help on the logistics.

Best,
Bob

Robert D. Coomber

Senior Labor Attorney

Labor and Employee Relations Division
Desk Phone: (202) 564-0955

Cell Phone: Ex. 6
coomber.robertidepa gov
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Message

From: Viney, Barbara [Viney.Barbara@epa.gov]

Sent: 10/9/2018 4:18:46 PM

To: Catherine Allen (catherine.allen@ao-group.com) [catherine.allen@ao-group.com]
CC: Corbett, Krysti [Corbett.Krysti@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: Request for Ruth Etzel 360

Catherine, EPA’s Labor and Employee Relations Director has requested Ruth Elzel's 360 Please
provide directly to Corbelt Krystifhepa. gov.

Ragards, Barb.

Barbara Viney
US Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-T972

Employee Counseling and Assistance  hilpy/Jintransteps, ov/ohr/benefits/eap/ index.him

Wiclence Prevention Coordinator

Watch this 2 minute video to learn more about mediation and facilitation at EPA.
it/ Sworkolace.ena.sov/Tacilation-mediation/

William Jefferson Clinton North
Mall Code 36024 - Suite 1402 &
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washingion, BC 20480

From: Corbett, Krysti

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 10:51 AM
To: Viney, Barbara <Viney.Barbara@epa.gov>
Subject: Request for Ruth Etzel 360

Barb,

Per our conversation, please provide the 360 and all supporting information related to Ruth Etzel. The investigation is
already underway, so we need this information as soon as possible. Thank you.

Krysti Corbett

Director

Labior and Employee Relations Division
Office of Human Resources

LS, Environmental Protection Agency
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1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW.

WIC North 53134
Washington DC 20460

Mail Code 36024

Desk Phone: (202) 564-6795
Mobile:! EX.6 !
corbett krvstii®ena. eov '
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Message

From: Vizian, Donna [Vizian.Donna@epa.gov]
Sent: 9/27/2018 1:15:41 PM

To: Corbett, Krysti [Corbett.Krysti@epa.gov]
Subject: Fwd: Dr. Ruth Etzel, OCHP Director

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Grantham, Nancy" <Grantham. Nanoy@epa.gov>
Date: September 25, 2018 at 9:11:09 PM EDT

To: "Vizian, Donna" <¥izian.Donna@epa. gov>

Subject: Re: Dr. Ruth Etzel, OCHP Director

No - state of Washington/ chpac member

Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 25, 2018, at 9:07 PM, Vizian, Donna <¥izian.Donnadlepa gov> wrote:

Is this person a Fed?

On Sep 25, 2018, at 8:32 PM, Grantham, Nancy <Grantharm Nancy@ena.zov> wrote:

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Wooden-Aguilar, Helena" <Waooden-

Apuilar. Helena@epa.gov>

Date: September 25, 2018 at 8:22:36 PM EDT

To: "Grantham, Nancy" <Grantham. Manoy@epa.gov>,
"Konkus, John" <kpnkus.iohn@epapov>

Subject: Fwd: Dr. Ruth Etzel, OCHP Director

Fyi.

Helena Wooden-Aguilar
Acting Deputy Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

.202-564-0792 (Work)

Ex. 6 ECeII)

wooden-aguilarbelenn@ena oy

Begin forwarded message:
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From: "Hackel, Angela"

<Mackel Angsla@epa.goy>

Date: September 25, 2018 at 8:17:00
PM EDT

To: "Wooden-Aguilar, Helena"
<Wooden-Aguilar Helena@epa.gow
Subject: Fwd: Dr. Ruth Etzel, OCHP
Director

Please call me if you can.i Ex. 6

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Morrissey,
Barbara (DOH)"
<Barbara.Morrissey@D
OHWAGOY>

Date: September 25,
2018 at 7:52:38 PM EDT
To: Caroline Cox
<carcline@ceh.org>,
Deanna Scher
<geanna.scherfsiate,
mn.us>, Ellen Braff-

gusiardo@sierrahealth.
arg>, "Forman, Joel"
<igel ferman@mssm.ad
1>, "Huerta-Montanez,
Gredia"
<grediamd®@email com
>, "James R. Roberts"
<robertsi@muscedu>,
Jose Cordero
<icordero®@uga. edu>,
Julie Froelicher
<Froelicherim@ng com
>, Lori Byron
<lgribyron@gmail.com
>, "Lowry, Jennifer"
<dowry@omh.edu>,
Maeve Howett
<mhowaih@umass.edy
>, "Mark Miller"
<ycsipehsumiller@emal
f.com>, Maureen Little

oy

y>, "Morrissey,
Barbara (DOH)"
<Barbara.Morrissey@D
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Naidenko

<gplgaftews org>,
"Ornella, Greg"
<gregory.a.omellafishe
rwin.com>, "Pinar
Kodaman"
<pinar.kodaman@yale,
adu>, Rebecca
Bratspies
<hratspies@maillaw.cu
ny.edu>, Rubin
Patterson
<rubinpatierson@how
ard.eduy>, Steve Owens
<stephenaowens®zmal

L.oom>, Tom Neltner
<ineltner@edf ore>
Cc: "Hackel, Angela"
<Hackel.dngela@epag
ov>, "Berger, Martha
(Berper Martha@epa.g
av)"
<Berger.Martha®eps,

(Foos. Brenda®ena.gov)

<Foos Brenda®@epa.gov
>

Subject: Dr. Ruth Etzel,
OCHP Director

Dear CHPAC,

| just learned that Dr.
Ruth Etzel, OCHP
director, was removed
from her official duties
at EPA this afternoon
and had to turn in her
badge, keys, and cell
phone. She was told it
was not a disciplinary
action and was placed
on administrative leave.
| have not spoken to
Ruth directly or staff in
the OCHP office nor do |
know whether there
are other actions
underway to reduce or
eliminate the Office of
Children’s Health
Protection at EPA.
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Ruth has been a strong
national leader and
voice for children’s
environmental health
for her entire career.
The book she edits for
AAP on Pediatric
Environmental Health
has been the “go-to”
guide on children’s
environmental health
for physicians, public
health, and policy-
makers for the past 2
decades. As the OCHP
director, she has been
tapping her great
expertise and passion
to ensure that children
are protected in the
agency’s environmenta
| regulations and
properly included in the
agency’s research and
outreach programs. She
has been a critical
leader in development
of the national lead
strategy. The OCHP
office also helps
develop and track
indicators of children’s
environmental exposur
es and is critical in
supporting the
NIEHS/EPA Children's
Environmental Health
and Disease Prevention
Research Centers and
the PEHSUs.

If you receive calls from
the media specifically
for a CHPAC
perspective, please
forward them to me. |
hope to be able to
speak out strongly in
defense of Ruth and the
OCHP office as the
CHPAC chair. | hope you
all have opportunities
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to express your strong
support for this small
but mighty office at
EPA. They have
accomplished much in
the last 20 years but
have important work
ahead. If you have
talking points you
would like me to
consider when
representing the
CHPAC, please forward
them to me.

| foresee that this
development may
affect the planned
CHPAC meetingin
October. Please be
patient while we wait
for the office to digest
the news and make
decisions.

Barbara Morrissey,
Toxicologist

Office of Environmental
Public Health Sciences
Washington State
Department of Health
barbara.morrissey@do

hawa.goy
360-236-3368 |
www. doh o wa.gov
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Message

From: Corbett, Krysti [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ADF4A657BF5B4F5DBD0421168589EE4F-HOLBERT, KRYSTI]

Sent: 10/5/2018 4:49:30 PM

To: Patterson, Nicole [Patterson.Nicole@epa.gov]

Subject: FW:

Attachments: EPA - To Wheeler - Udall et. al - re Office of Childrens Health Protection - {10.4.18).pdf; ATTO0001.htm

Krysti Corbett

Director

Labor and Employee Relations Division
Desk Phone: (202) 564-6285

Mobile:| Ex. 6
corbeit krysti@epa. goy

From: Vizian, Donna

Sent: Friday, October 5, 2018 12:48 PM

To: Corbett, Krysti <Corbett.Krysti@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd:

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Jackson, Ryan" <iackson.ryvani@epa.goy>

Date: October 5, 2018 at 8:32:20 AM PDT

To: "Wooden-Aguilar, Helena" <Wooden-Aguilar Helena®ena. gov>, "Leopold, Matt (0GC)"
<ieopold Mattdlepa.gov>, "Darwin, Veronica" <darwin.veronica@@epa.goy>, "Lyons, Troy"
<lyons rov@®epa.gey>, "Vizian, Donna” <Vizian. Donna@epa.govy>

All — we received the attached letter which | would like to respond too soon rather than later which |
think will be an easy response.

The response can be signed by Troy like normal, but Helena will you take on drafting the first draft of the
response?

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Finally, I just wanted to ask for your quick review to ensure that we are comfortable with the proposed

answers.

Thanks.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Ex. 6
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WWAK

October 4, 2018

The Honcrable Andrew Wheeler

Acting Administrator

{1.8. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20460

Dear Acting Administrator Wheeler:

As strong supporters of prioritizing children’s health, we are concerned by recent reports about
the Environmental Protection Agency’s plans for the Office of Children’s Health Protection,
which is critical to protecting the health of America’s infants, children, and yvoung adults from
environmental risks. We write to express our strong support of the EPA’s Office of Children’s
Health Protection, and remain concerned regarding the protection of children’s health by the
EPA. Many stakeholders are concerned about the future of this office and EPA’s mission
regarding children's health, after EPA’s recent deciston that the Director of EPA’s Office of
Children's Health Protection has been put on administrative feave, We also are alarmed about the
negative impacts that this abrupt move could have on protecting the health of America’s children
and reguest additional information about the future of EPA’s Office of Children's Health
Protection (OCHP).

We recognize the important role that EPA’s Office of Children’s Health Protection plays as one
of the enly offices that addresses the impact of EPA regulations and policies on the health of
America’s infants, children, and voung adults. Infants and children are uniquely vulnerable to
enviranmental contaminants and face disproportionate exposure to environmental factors that
negatively affect health. The OCHP, an office established over 20 years ago, is an incredibly
important office dedicated to protecting America’s children from environmental health risks. We
are concerned about the future of this office and ensuring that all EPA actions and programs
continue to address the unique vulnerabilities of children.

As a reminder, the Explanatory Statement for the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018 (P.L.
115-141) continues longstanding General Guidelines for Reprogramming that require agencies
funded by the Department of the Interior, Environment and Related Agencies subcommittee to
submit reorganization proposals for Committee review prior to implementation, in